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Described as possessing “a bright, round and supple sound,” (Kitchener-Waterloo Record) Bethany Hörst is quickly establishing herself on the stage in both opera and concert.  Ms. Hörst has appeared in numerous productions with Opera Lyra Ottawa, Opera Kitchener, UWOpera, KW Musical Productions, L’Opera du Périgord (France), Netherlands Opera Studio, Asselstine Opera and London Musical Theatre.  Roles include Emmie in Albert Herring, both Despina and Fiordiligi in Cosi fan Tutte, Pamina in Magic Flute, Olga in The Merry Widow, and Lauretta in Gianni Schicchi, Agatha in the rock opera Frankenstein, Pauline in La Vie Parisienne, the Witch and the Mother in Hansel and Gretel and many others.  

Ms. Hörst has participated in several international competitions and was twice honoured as the District Winner and Regional Finalist at the Metropolitan Opera National Auditions.  She has received the Encouragement Award at the Met Regional Finals and also at the Palm Beach International Opera Competition.  In 2009 she was named Vocalist of the Year by Conservatory Canada.  Hörst is also a recipient of the prestigious Canadian Opera Grant, the Jacqueline Desmarais Award.  Horst has placed first in the Advanced Singer’s category at NATS and NATSAA (Chicago and Indianapolis), the NYCO Mozart Competition, the International Aria Competition, the Opera Lyra Ottawa Studio Competition and Conservatory Canada’s Vocal Competition.  Horst recently placed second at the Brian Law Competition in Ottawa.  She has been honoured with UWO’s Board of Governor’s Award, the A. E. Rose Award, the Doris E. Tanton Award and the Abner Martin Music Scholarship.  

Ms. Hörst has sung solo oratorio works with Orchestra London, Laurier Orchestra, Tafelmusik, Menno Singers, Symphony Mississauga, Karen Schuessler Singers, KW Chamber Orchestra, St. Andrews Orchestra, Pax Christi Chorale, Guelph Chamber Choir, Detroit Concert Choir, Grand Philharmonic, Toronto Chamber Choir, NYCO Orchestra, Oakville Choral Society and L’Orchestre du Périgord.  

Ms. Hörst holds a Masters of Music in Literature and Performance from the University of Western Ontario.  She teaches voice, piano, theory and musicianship classes at her studio in Kitchener.   She is a frequent guest instructor at Singers Theatre, Eastwood Collegiate and Rockway Mennonite Collegiate and is in high demand for masterclasses and adjudicating throughout Ontario.  

