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ABOUT THE CREATION OF THIS MATERIAL

This survey was originally created by Partners for Action (P4A) at the University of
Waterloo for Tamarack’s EngageFest2024 as an activity for a session breakout. It is
based on P4A’s research on social vulnerability, which began with the Inclusive
Resilience: Driving Risk Awareness to Action and Building Resilience for Vulnerable
Canadians in High Risk Areas project (2020-2024), funded by the Canadian Red
Cross.

Expanding on this foundational research, P4A has continued to investigate the
development of equity-informed decision-support tools to map risk for different
hazards and purposes. Through a sponsored research project, Data for Flood
Resilience: Building Evidence for Equity-Informed Investment, Planning, and
Foresight (2022-2025), funded by one of P4A’s founding sponsors, Co-operators.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This guide is designed to help you reflect on how select Census variables may
influence people’s social vulnerability to hazard events, like flooding and heat waves.
When administrating this survey or facilitating discussion, encourage participants to
consider the following:

How might these variables affect people’s ability to prepare for, cope with,
and recover from hazard events?

What might make people more vulnerable to climate impacts—and why?

ABOUT THIS RESEARCH

To learn more about P4A’s research on social vulnerability and the studies that
identify and inform the variables listed below:

Visit uwaterloo.ca/partners-for-action/ and uwaterloo.ca/inclusive-resilience/

Contact p4a.info@uwaterloo.ca

Using this survey and discussion guide



What hazards are affecting your community? (Select all that apply)

Floods and Storms

Heatwaves

Other: ________________________________________________________

Drought

Wildfire

What region or community do you have in mind?

__________________________________________________________

1) COMMUNITY PROFILE

2) SOCIAL FACTORS
How do the variables below (left column) influence the social vulnerability of your
community to climate change—specifically, to environmental hazards?

For each variable, do you think it decreases or increases your community’s
social vulnerability to the hazards above—or do you think it has no impact?

One-person
households (%)

People who know
neither English
nor French (%)

Ages 15 or older
with no certificate/
degree/diploma (%)

Lone-parent
families (%)

Decreases
a lot

Decreases
a little

Has no 
impact

Increases
a little

Increases
a lot
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3) INFRASTRUCTURE & BUILT
ENVIRONMENT FACTORS
How do the variables below (left column) influence the social vulnerability of your
community to climate change—specifically, to environmental hazards?

For each variable, do you think it decreases or increases your community’s
social vulnerability to the hazards above—or do you think it has no impact?

Not living in suitable
housing according to the
National Occupancy
Standard (%)

Living in private
dwellings in need of
major repairs

Primary mode of
transportation is public
transit (e.g., bus,
subway, train, ferry)

Moved in the past year

Decreases
a lot

Decreases
a little

Has no 
impact

Increases
a little

Increases
a lot

Renters (%)

Apartments with five or
more storeys (%)

Dwellings built before 
1960
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4) ECONOMIC FACTORS
How do the variables below (left column) influence the social vulnerability of your
community to climate change—specifically, to environmental hazards?

For each variable, do you think it decreases or increases your community’s
social vulnerability to the hazards above—or do you think it has no impact?

Annual income 
is less than $30,000 
(after tax, %)

Decreases
a lot

Decreases
a little

Has no 
impact

Increases
a little

Increases
a lot

Recipient of
government assistance

Annual income 
of older adults 
is less than $30,000 
(after tax, 65+ years)

Pays more than 30% of
income for shelter

Unemployed people
aged 15+ (%)

Median total income 
of households

Median value of
dwellings ($)

People (aged 15 or
above) who are not in
the labour force (%)
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5) DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS
How do the variables below (left column) influence the social vulnerability of your
community to climate change—specifically, to environmental hazards?

For each variable, do you think it decreases or increases your community’s
social vulnerability to the hazards above—or do you think it has no impact?

Population density

Inhabitants aged 
0 to 15 (%)

Decreases
a lot

Decreases
a little

Has no 
impact

Increases
a little

Increases
a lot

Inhabitants aged 
65 or older (%)

Female population (%)



6) CULTURAL FACTORS
How do the variables below (left column) influence the social vulnerability of your
community to climate change—specifically, to environmental hazards?

For each variable, do you think it decreases or increases your community’s
social vulnerability to the hazards above—or do you think it has no impact?

Decreases
a lot

Decreases
a little

Has no 
impact

Increases
a little

Increases
a lot

Recently immigrated
(% within the last 5
years)

First generation
status (%)

People of colour, other
than people who identify
as Indigenous

People who identify as
First Nations, Métis, or
Inuit
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