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Do we have your contact information?

If we don’t have your current email address, you may be missing 
out on announcements, invitations, surveys and other school news. 

Contact mstanley@uwaterloo.ca to update this information.

pharmacy.uwaterloo.ca

Welcome to the first edition of the Waterloo 
Pharmacy Alumni Newsletter. I hope you will 
find this newsletter to be an excellent way to 
keep up to date with what is happening at 
the School of Pharmacy, find out what your 
fellow alumni are doing and learn how you can 
continue to contribute to the future success 
of our program. In this issue, we highlight 
some recent news from the School including 
the approval of a PhD program, our inaugural 
Waterloo Pharmacy Golf Invitational and 
upcoming events.  

Most of you have heard by now that we have 
received approval to offer the PharmD as the 
entry-to-practice pharmacy degree. We are 
busy finalizing the details of the curriculum 
and expect to offer the PharmD to our next 
cohort of students in January 2014. We have 
received inquiries from a number of alumni 

about upgrading to the PharmD degree. I am pleased to inform you 
that we are developing a bridging program that will allow anyone 
who has graduated from the BScPharm curriculum at the University 
of Waterloo to obtain the PharmD degree. Details of the curriculum 
have not yet been finalized but I anticipate that the bridging program 
will primarily involve distance education so that alumni will not have 
to relocate to enroll in the PharmD program. Stay tuned for further 
details on this exciting opportunity!

In closing, I would like to congratulate all of you on the contributions 
that you are making to the pharmacy profession and health care in 
Ontario. We plan to highlight your accomplishments in future editions 
of this newsletter so please don’t hesitate to send us information on 
what you are up to professionally and personally. 

David Edwards, BScPhm, PharmD, MPH
Hallman Director, School of Pharmacy



Jillian Grocholsky 

provided remarks 

on behalf of the 

graduating class

Alumnus, Heather 
Foley addresses the 

incoming class

Convocation 2012

Welcome 2016 Class

This past October, the School once again hosted a 
reception for our graduating class. Following the 
convocation ceremonies, the class of 2012 along with their 
parents and friends gathered at the school to celebrate.  
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On Thursday, January 10, 2013 the class 
of 2016 was welcomed into the pharmacy 
profession at the traditional White Coat 
Ceremony. Students, joined by their 
family and friends, heard from members 
of the university and the professional 
pharmacy community. Marcus Walz, 
Society of Pharmacy Student’s president, 
and Heather Foley representing Waterloo 
Pharmacy alumni also provided words 
of welcome and encouragement. 

Congratulations to the 2012 Mortar & Pestle Award Winners:

Megan Blair | Pamela De Fields | Alison Hemy | Xiaofei Huang | Caitlin Jones | 
Julia Maslikowska | Alison Moore | Joanna Owens | Alia Thawer | Kaitlen Walsh

These students graduated with the highest cumulative averages.
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Stay Connected

Waterloo 
Pharmacy Golf  
Invitational

As graduates of our School, you are 
important to us. We want to ensure 

we provide you with news about the 
school, upcoming events, and other 
opportunities to stay involved. Here 

are a few ways to connect:

»  Ensure we have your email address. The School has created an alumni 
email list. Special announcements, invitations, surveys, and other news 
will be sent via this list. If we don’t have your current email address, 
you may be missing out. Contact Mary Stanley mstanley@uwaterloo.ca 
to update your contact information.

»  Check out the alumni section on the School’s website. Here you will find 
information on events, what’s happening with fellow classmates, etc.

»  Sign-up for the Waterloo e-community. By doing so, you will have 
access to current job postings and much more.

»  Send us your stories and photos. New job? Travelling? Getting married? 
We want to hear from you.

»  Join the conversation on LinkedIn – coming soon, watch for details. 

The School hosted the inaugural 
Waterloo Pharmacy Golf Invitational 
on September 18, 2012 at Grey Silo 
Golf Club. Despite the less than 
perfect weather, the event proved to 
be a great success. Representatives 
from the pharmacy community, 
faculty, alumni, and students took to 
the links to connect, raise the profile of 
our School, and most importantly raise 
funds to support student success.

The event raised $28,000 all of which 
is earmarked for student support. 
Funds from the tournament have been 
used this year to help create a new 
student award, cover registration fees 
for our students attending PDW13, 
provide sponsorship support for 
CAPSI activities during Pharmacist 
Awareness Week, and contribute to 
the Run for the Cure fundraising effort.

Plan to join us for this year’s 
tournament on Monday, September 
16, 2013. We have arranged a special 
discounted rate for alumni. Please 
check the website for more details. 
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Upcoming Alumni Events
OPA CUP  | April 6, 2013  | 5pm
Varsity Arena, Toronto

Come out and cheer on the Waterloo team 
as they try to capture another OPA Cup. 

Alumni & Friends Reception    
OPA Conference  | June 21  | 5-7pm
Metro Convention Centre 

Watch for details on our website.

Waterloo Pharmacy Golf 
Invitational  | September 16

Visit pharmacy.uwaterloo.ca for 
more information or to register

School News
Impressive PEBC results for Class of 2012
We are pleased to announce the Pharmacy 
Examining Board of Canada (PEBC) results for the 
Class of 2012. The certification rate for this cohort 
of students was 95.1%, the 3rd highest pass rate for 
Canadian pharmacy schools in 2012. Performance on 
Part 1 of the exam (multiple choice) was particularly 
outstanding with a 99% pass rate. Congratulations 
to the Class of 2012!

PhD Program Approved
At a recent meeting, the Ontario University Quality 
Council accepted the positive recommendation of its 
Appraisal Committee regarding the proposed PhD 
program in Pharmacy at the University of Waterloo.

The PhD program, referred to by the Quality Council 
as an “innovative program”, will allow expansion of 
the graduate program and indeed the research 
being undertaken within the School of Pharmacy.

Recent Appointments
Dr. Eric Schneider has been appointed Associate 
Director, Curriculum and Assessment. Eric will 
have primary responsibility for the development, 
implementation and ongoing oversight of the entry-
to-practice PharmD curriculum and will continue to 
lead our efforts related to assessment.

In November 2012, the School welcomed, Dr. Jonathan Blay to the 
position of Associate Director, Research and Graduate Studies. 
Jonathan received his PhD from Cambridge University and 
completed postdoctoral training in pharmacology at the University 
of Calgary. He comes to us from the Department of Pharmacology, 
Faculty of Medicine, Dalhousie University where he has had a 
distinguished career as a scientist and educator. His research 
is focused in cancer and he also held the position of Scientific 
Director of the Beatrice Hunter Cancer Research Institute in Halifax.

New Anatomy Lab Opens
On January 8, representatives from McMaster University and the 
University of Waterloo celebrated the opening of the new shared 
anatomy laboratory. The lab that is located in the Integrated Health 
Building provides our students with access to a state-of-the-art 
facility that is right next store.

At the opening, John Kelton, dean and vice-president, Faculty of 
Health Sciences and dean of the Michael G. DeGroote School of 
Medicine at McMaster University remarked: “For the better care of 
our patients, it’s important that we train health care professionals 
who appreciate the know-ledge and perspectives of the whole 
health care team, and that starts here.”

Waterloo Students Repeat in National Video Competition
Rx2014 students Bhupender Sayain, Danielle Paes, Jaskiran 
Otal and Kacie Lunn submitted the winning student video 
at the national Commitment to Care and Service Awards held 
in Toronto in November. Finalists included UBC, U of Alberta 
and U of Saskatchewan. This is the second year for this 
competition and Waterloo students have won both times. 
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