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PSCI 150: Introduction to Global 
Politics 
Winter, 2016 

LEC 001 Wednesdays 12:30-2:20 DC 1351 
LEC 002 Fridays 10:30-12:20 HH1101 

Instructors: Dr. Aaron Ettinger and Dr. Eric Helleiner 

Email Address: aaron.ettinger@uwaterloo.ca; ehellein@uwaterloo.ca 

Office Location: Ettinger – Hagey Hall 348; Helleiner – Hagey Hall 309 

Office Hours: Ettinger – Wed 3-5; Helleiner – Thurs 9:30-10:20, Fri 12:30-1:20 

Teaching Assistants:  
 

Chelsea Desrochers 

c2desroc@uwaterloo.ca 
Office hours: Wed 2:30-3:30pm* 
Location: HH 346 

Alysa Devers 

amdevers@uwaterloo.ca 
Office hours: Tues 9-10am* 
Location: HH 346 

Marlena Flick 

mflick@uwaterloo.ca  

Office hours: Tues 1:15-2:15pm* 
Location: HH 346 

Lema Ijtemaye 

lijtemay@uwaterloo.ca 
Office hours: Thurs 3-4pm* 
Location: HH 346 
 

Arifeen Nazmul 

narifeen@uwaterloo.ca 
Office hours: Mon 11am-12pm* 
Location: HH 346 
 

Roxy Vlad 

roevlad@uwaterloo.ca  

Office hours: Mon 2:30-3:30pm* 
Location: HH 346 
 

Robyn Walter (head TA) 

r2walter@uwaterloo.ca 
Office hours: Thurs 11:30-12:30am* 
Location: HH 346 
 
* Or by appointment 
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Head TA: PSCI 150 has a Head TA – Robyn Walter. She will manage the administration of 
the course which will include, among other things, assignment extensions, the organization 
of marking among the TAs, grade appeals, maintaining the course website on LEARN, and 
ensuring tutorials run efficiently. If students have an issue in the course, their assigned TA 
is the first point of contact. If the TA is unable to resolve the situation, the student should 
make an appointment to see the Head TA who, in consultation with Dr. Ettinger or Dr. 
Helleiner will resolve the problem in the best way possible. Drs. Ettinger and Helleiner are 
also available to see students but, given the size of the course, are dependent on the Head 
TA and TAs to help the students in PSCI 150 as much as possible. 

 
Contact Policy:  Email is the best way to get in touch with the professor or TA outside of 
usually scheduled office hours. Students should remember the following things when 
emailing:  

 Students should use their official UW email accounts. To ensure student privacy, the 
professor/TA will not reply to emails sent from a non-UW account (such as Gmail, 
Hotmail, Yahoo, Sympatico, etc.)  

 Students should include a subject line starting with ‘PSCI 150’ 
 Students should address emails to the professor or TA appropriately (i.e. Dear Dr. 

Ettinger, Dr. Helleiner, etc.).  
 Students should sign emails with their first and last name and student number.  
 Please note that professors and TAs generally do not answer emails after 4:00pm on 

weekdays or on weekends (4:00pm Friday to 9:00am Monday).  
 Email should be used for brief questions that can be answered quickly. If students 

want to discuss course material, assignments, or another matter in greater detail, 
they should see the professor or TA during his or her office hours or make an 
appointment to meet at some other time convenient for both  

 

Course Description:  
Our world is undergoing profound and unprecedented transformations whose outcomes 

will shape the 21stcentury. At the centre is power and wealth – who has it, who doesn’t, and 

what it means for the future. This course examines two major global trends: the decline of 

the American world order, and rapid shifts in world economic inequality. It explores 

questions at the heart of conflict and change in the coming decades: is America in decline? 

What are the alternatives to American world order? Who are the challengers? Who gains 

and who loses when in this transition? Why does extreme wealth exist alongside extreme 

poverty in our world? What are the political consequences of these disparities and of 

recent dramatic shifts in economic inequality within and between countries as well as at 

the global level? Does inequality within countries matter more than that between countries 

or at the global level? This course introduces students to the study of global politics and is a 

starting point for further study of World Politics and International Political Economy. 
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Pre-Requisites: None. 
 

Course Objectives:  By the end of this course, students should be able to: 

 understand key actors, institutions, and processes governing the globe;  

 identify and understand the evolution of the American world order; 

 identify and understand patterns and trends in different conceptions of world 

inequality, explanations of their causes and debates about their political 

significance;  

 evaluate scholarly work and develop clear arguments about global politics. 

University Regulations: 

Academic Integrity: 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of 

the University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect 

and responsibility. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to 

avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A 

student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in 

learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 

work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic 

advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to 

have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student 

Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students 

should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, Student Discipline 

http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71. 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 

university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 

grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, Student 

Petitions http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70. 

In addition, consult Student Grievances http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-

faculty-arts-processes for the Faculty of Arts’ grievance processes. 

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 

Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or 

Policy 71 - Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 

72 - Student Appeals, Student Appeals http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-

procedures-guidelines/policy-72. 

http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
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Academic Integrity website (Arts): Academic Integrity 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 

Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): Academic Integrity Office 

http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/   

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in 

Needles Hall, Room 1401, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 

appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the 

academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to 

lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the AS Office at the beginning 

of each academic term. 

Texts:  

There are two required texts for the course, both of which are available for purchase at the UW 

bookstore (and they are also on 3-hour reserve at the Dana Porter library): 

 
Acharya, Amitav. 2014. The End of American World Order. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
 
Freeland, Chrystia. 2012. Plutocrats: The Rise of the New Global Super Rich and the Fall of 

Everyone Else. Toronto: Doubleday Canada. [The 2013 edition published by Penguin 
and the 2014 edition published by Anchor are identical.] 

 
All other readings are available via the library search engine, LEARN or online. 

Course Requirements, Expectations, and Standards:  

Overview:  

Assignment/Exam Due Date % of Final Grade 

Two Short Response Papers January 27; February 17 5+15 =20% 

Longer paper March 17 30% 

Tutorial participation Ongoing 10% 

Exam April exam period 40% 

  Total = 100% 

 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
http://primo.tug-libraries.on.ca/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do;jsessionid=F4D7119EAE3318DE063EFA29D4724C55?mode=Advanced&ct=AdvancedSearch&dscnt=0&dstmp=1447961476796&vid=WATERLOO


 
Page 5 of 13 

All written assignments must provide a full list of sources used and avoid plagiarism or 
other violations of academic integrity. The preferred citation style is the Chicago author-
date style which used author-date citations in the text and a bibliography at the end (see 
Library https://library.osu.edu/find/resources/citation-examples/chicago-author-date/). 
In this style, footnotes or endnotes are used only for explanatory digressions or notes of 
clarification. 

All papers submitted should be formatted with the 12-point font and page numbers.  

 

Two short response papers (20% of final grade):  

Students will write two short papers during the first half of the course. Each paper is a 
commentary response to the assigned reading and must respond to specific questions. The 
first response paper (due Wednesday January 27 at 12pm, and worth 5% of the final grade) 
must answer the following question: Is America in decline? It must be between 250-300 
words.  The second response paper (due Wednesday February 17 at 12pm, and worth 15% 
of the final grade) must answer the following question: Who gains when America loses? It 
must be between 500-600 words in length. Both papers must be submitted electronically to 
the course LEARN website. Papers that are either longer or shorter than the required 
length will not be accepted. 
 
 

 Question Length  Due % of final 

grade 

First  

response 

Is America in decline? 250-300 words Wednesday, 

January 27 

5% 

Second 

response 

Who gains when 

America loses? 

500-600 words Wednesday 

February 17 

15% 

    Total= 20%  

 

Grades will be awarded based on a combination of analytical substance and writing style.  

An excellent response: 

 

1) Makes a clear and insightful argument that directly answers the question 

2) Develops the ideas in a purposeful manner 

3) Uses supporting evidence and explains all logical connections 

4) Makes no errors in grammar, diction or sentence structure 

 

Longer Paper (30% of the final grade):  

In his book The End of American World Order, Amitav Acharya anticipates – with some 
optimism - the American world order being replaced by a more de-centered “multiplex 

https://library.osu.edu/find/resources/citation-examples/chicago-author-date/
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world” involving collective management by established and emerging powerful states, and 
a greater role for regional governance. By contrast, in her book Plutocrats, Chrystia 
Freeland analyses the new global super-rich and expresses her serious concerns about the 
danger of the emergence of powerful “international rent-seeking global oligarchy”. Which 
of these two analyses of the emerging world order is more persuasive and why? For this 
assignment, students must pretend that they have been tasked by a media outlet of their 
choice (e.g. magazine, newspaper, web publication) to write a paper that answers these 
questions. The paper must be between 1500 -2000 words (longer or shorter papers will 
not be accepted). At the top of the first page of the paper, students must identify the media 
outlet for which the piece has been written (the choice of media outlet is up to each 
student). In their paper, student must devote roughly equal space to their assessment of 
each of the two books. There is no expectation that students will draw on other sources for 
the paper. The grading rubric will be posted on LEARN in advance of the assignment 
deadline. Papers must be submitted electronically to the course LEARN website by 
Thursday March 17 at 4pm. 

Tutorial Participation (10% of the final grade):  

Each tutorial will meet nine times during the term. Tutorials are explicitly designed to help 
prepare students for their written assignments and the final exam. Tutorial grades will be 
determined at the end of the course primarily on the basis of each student’s attendance 
record. Each student gets one ‘free’, unquestioned absence. Perfect attendance (allowing 
for the one unquestioned absence) will earn students a tutorial participation mark of at 
least  8/10. After the one unquestioned absence, each student will lose one point (out of 
10) per session missed, regardless of the excuse. Students may, however, make up lost 
attendance through the extra credit assignment (see below). If a student is judged by the 
TA to have consistently made constructive and outstanding contributions to tutorial 
discussions, the tutorial participation grade of that student may be augmented by the TA by 
up to two points (out of 10) at the end of the term.   

Final Examination (40% of the final grade):  

A final closed book exam will be scheduled in the normal university examination period for 
the winter term (April 8-23). The exam will consist of two essay questions and some short 
answer questions drawn from material covered in the entire course. Please note: Student 
travel plans are not an acceptable reason for granting an alternative examination 
time. 

Extra credit for missed tutorial:  

If a student has missed more than one tutorial session, the student may complete an extra 
credit assignment to make up for each missed attendance. There are no other ways of 
receiving extra credit in the course. The extra credit assignment involves the writing of a 
500 words discussion paper that reflects on a public lecture at the UW Political Science 
department, the Balsillie School of International Affairs, or the Centre for International 
Governance Innovation on a topic related to Global Politics (any other public talk must be 
approved by Dr. Ettinger or Dr. Helleiner). The discussion paper must draw on concepts 
discussed in the course or the readings. Each discussion paper will receive a mark of either 
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½ or 1. Discussion papers must be submitted to the student’s TA and none can be 
submitted after the last day of classes (April 1, 2016).  

Late Policy: 

Where late assignments are accepted, they are penalized at the rate of 1% of the student’s 
final grade in the course. For example, if a student receives 80% on an assignment worth 
20% of the final grade but the paper was submitted one day late, the mark would be 
lowered to 75% (that is, 15/20 instead of 16/20). 
 
An assignment is considered one day late if it is submitted to LEARN any time up to 24 
hours after the deadline. If it is submitted between 24 and 48 hours after the deadline, it is 
considered two days late, etc.  
 
A waiver of lateness penalties will only be considered in the event of an officially 
documented extenuating circumstance. See “Accommodations & Extension Policy for 
Assignments” below. Late assignments can be placed in the professor’s drop box in the 
Department of Political Science. This is cleared out daily. 
 
Final Submission Date for Assignments  
The final submission date for assignments is one week (7 days) after their due date (with 
the imposition of late penalties). The instructors WILL NOT accept assignments for grading 
after this time without a documented extenuating circumstance. If an extenuating 
circumstance may prevent the student from submitting an assignment by its submission 
date, the student must contact the Head TA at the earliest possible convenience and be 
prepared to provide the Head TA with official documentation concerning the situation.  
 
Accommodation & Extension Policy for Assignments  
If a student is registered with AccessAbility, the student should consult with the Head TA 
regarding necessary accommodations to allow completion of assignments & exams.  
All other requests for assignment extensions must be directed to the Head TA. Students’ 
assigned TAs do not have the authority to grant extensions. The Head TA will only consider 
granting an extension in the event of an officially documented extenuating circumstance 
(that is, serious personal illness, critical personal or family crisis, etc.) as documented by a 
Verification of Illness form or a letter from Counselling Services. If a situation arises that 
may prevent a student from completing an assignment, the student should contact the 
Head TA as early as possible, ideally before the assignment is due.  
Medical excuses must be presented on the UW Verification of Illness form, which can be 
found at: Health Services Health Services 
www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html 
 
 

Grade Appeals:  

Any errors of addition may be raised immediately with the student’s assigned TA.  
If a student is concerned that an assignment was not graded fairly, the student should first 
meet with the TA who marked the work. To request a review of an assignment from the TA 

http://www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html
http://www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html
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and, later, the Head TA if required, the student must provide a 1-page explanation of why 
the assignment was improperly graded (i.e. what do you think you did that should have 
been given more weight?). The explanation, the original assignment, and a clean copy of the 
assignment should be submitted to the student’s tutorial leader no later than 2 weeks after 
the assignment was made available for return. If the student is unsatisfied after consulting 
and discussing the matter with the TA and Head TA, the assignment will be passed on to 
the Professor for final grading.  
NOTE: Students must take responsibility for picking up their marked work in a timely 
manner. No appeals will be considered that have been initiated more than 2 weeks after the 
assignment/exam was made available for return. Grades may be either raised, stay the 
same, or lowered on appeal. 
 
Final exams are not usually returned. If students wish to review their final exam, they must 
make arrangements with the instructor 

 

Other Expectations:  

Students are expected to attend each lecture and complete readings. Lectures will cover 
material that is not necessarily addressed in the required readings and that is very 
important for the successful completion of assignments and the final exam.  

Students are also expected to check the course LEARN website on a regular basis. 
Announcements and extra material relating to the course will be posted there. 

 

The Writing Centre 

The Writing Centre works across all faculties to help students clarify their ideas, develop 
their voices, and write in the style appropriate to their disciplines. Writing Centre staff 
offer one-on-one support in planning assignments and presentations, using and 
documenting research, organizing and structuring papers, and revising for clarity and 
coherence. Students can make multiple appointments throughout the term, or drop in at 
the Library for quick questions or feedback. To book an appointment and to see drop-in 
hours, visit www.uwaterloo.ca/writing-centre. Group appointments for team-based 
projects, presentations, and papers are also available. Please note that writing specialists 
guide you to see your work as readers would. They can teach you revising skills and 
strategies, but will not proof-read or edit for you. Please bring hard copies of your 
assignment instructions and any notes or drafts to your appointment. 
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Schedule and Required Readings 
 

Part 1: The Politics of American World Order 
 
 
Week 1 

 
Tutorials: January 4/5 No Tutorials this week  
 
Lectures: January 6/8 How can we conceptualize power and order in global politics? 
 
Acharya, A. 2014. The End of American World Order, Ch.1: “A Multiplex World.” pp. 1-11 
 
Nye, J. 2011. The Future of Power. New York: PublicAffairs. Chapter 1 “What is Power in 

Global Affairs?” pp. 3-24. 
 
 
Week 2 

 
Tutorials: January 11/12 What is power? 
 
Lecture: January 13/15  What brought the United States to its position of global 

dominance? 
 
Acharya, A. 2014. The End of American World Order, Ch.2: “The Rise and Fall of the Unipolar 

Moment.” pp. 12-32 
 
Layne, C. 2012. This Time It’s Real: The End of Unipolarity and the Pax Americana. 

International Studies Quarterly 56 (1): 203-213. 
 
 
Week 3 

 
Tutorials: January 18/19 US dominance, good or bad? 
 
Lectures: January 20/2 Is America in decline? 
 
Acharya, A. 2014. The End of American World Order. Ch.3: “The Myths of Liberal 

Hegemony.” pp. 33-58 
 
Ikenberry, G. J. 2014. The Illusion of Geopolitics: The Enduring Power of the Liberal Order. 
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Foreign Affairs 93 (3): 80-90. 
 
 
Week 4 

 
Tutorials: January 25/26 Is America in decline? First paper workshop 
 
First paper due Wednesday January 27 at 12pm 
 
Lectures: January 27/9 Who are the challengers to American world order? 
 
Acharya, A. 2014. The End of American World Order. Ch.4: “Emerging Powers: The Hype of 

the Rest.” pp. 59-78 
  
Cox, M. 2012. Power Shifts, Economic Change and the Decline of the West? International 

Relations 26 (4): 369-388. 
 
 
Week 5 

 
Tutorials: February 1/2 Who are the challengers? 
 
Lectures: February 3/5 Is the world fragmenting into power blocs?  
 
Acharya, A. 2014. The End of American World Order. Ch. 5: “Regional Worlds.” pp. 79-105 
  
Fawcett, L. 2004. Exploring Regional Domains: A Comparative History of Regionalism. 

International Affairs 80 (3): 429-446. 
 

Week 6 

Tutorials: February 8/9 Who wins when America loses? Second paper workshop 
 
Lectures: February 10/12  Who gains when America loses? 
 
Acharya. A. 2014. The End of American World Order. Ch. 6: Worlds in Collusion, pp. 106-118. 
 
Economy, EC. 2010. The Game Changer: Coping with China’s Foreign Policy Revolution. 

Foreign Affairs 89 (6): 142-152. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

February 15-19  No Classes 

Second paper due Wednesday February 17 at 12pm 
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Part 2: The Politics of World Economic Inequality 

 
 
Week 7 

Tutorials: February 22/23 No tutorial this week 

 

Lectures: February 24/6  Global trends in national inequality: Why 

has it been rising within so many countries across the world? 

 
Freeland, C.  2012. Plutocrats, Introduction and Chs.1-2. 
 
 
Week 8 

Tutorials: Feb. 29/Mar. 1 Why is inequality rising within so many 

countries during the last few decades? 

 

Lectures: March 2/4  Plutocrats and the global economic crisis: Inside 

job? 

 

Freeland, C. 2012. Plutocrats, Chapters 3 and 5 

 

Week 9 

Tutorials: March 7/8 Should we worry about the rise of a new global super-rich? 

 

Lectures: March 9/11  The emerging world order in the age of global plutocrats? 

 

Freeland, C. 2012. Plutocrats, Ch.6 and Conclusion 

 
Week 10 



 
Page 12 of 13 

Tutorials: March 14/15 Paper workshop 

 

Lectures: March 16/18:  Dramatic trends in international inequality: What 

consequences for global politics?  

 

Nayyar, D. 2014. The West and the Rest in the world economy. Challenge 57(2): 26-

41. 

 

Essays due on Thursday March 17 at 4pm 

 
Week 11  

Tutorials: March 21/22 Is the economic inequality between countries more 

politically important than that within countries? 

 

Lectures: March 23/Apr 1 The politics of global inequality: growing importance in an 

age of globalization?  

 
[Please note that Lecture section 2 has no lecture on March 25 because it is a UW holiday. 
That lecture will take place on April 1] 
 
Milanovic, B. 2013. Global economic inequality in numbers: in history and now. Global 

Policy 4(2): 198-208. 

Chandhoke, N. 2013. The great global poverty debate: Is something missing? Global Policy 

4(4): 420-4 

Kharas, H. and C.Zhang, 2014. New agenda, new narrative: What happens after 2015? SAIS 

Review of International Affairs 34(2): 25-35 

Sen, G. 2013. Gender equality in the post-2015 development agenda: Lessons from 
the MDGs. IDS Bulletin  4(5-6): 42-8. 

Hickel, J. 2015. The problem with saving the world. Jacobin August 8. Article 

https://www.jacobinmag.com/2015/08/global-poverty-climate-change-sdgs/ 

 

https://www.jacobinmag.com/2015/08/global-poverty-climate-change-sdgs/
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2015/08/global-poverty-climate-change-sdgs/
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Week 12 

 
Tutorials: March 28/29 Is global inequality becoming more politically important than 

national and international inequality?  
 
Lectures: March 30/April 4  Summing up and Exam Preparation  
 
[Please note that, because of the UW holiday on March 25, the last lecture for Lecture section 
2 will take place on Monday April 4 at the same time and place as the usual Friday lecture] 
 


