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PSCI 250: The Comparative Politics of 

State and Nation 
Winter, 2017 

RCH 307   Tuesday/Thursday 8:30 – 9:50am 

Instructor: Dr. Laszlo Sarkany 

Email Address: lsarkany@uwaterloo.ca 

Office Location: Hagey Hall 351 

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 10:30 – 11:30am, or by appointment  

 

Formal course description:  

 

“This core comparative politics course assesses various approaches in the study of politics 

within states. The emphasis is on political developments, institutions, and processes in various 

countries in the global South and advanced industrial worlds.” 

  

 

Course Description:  
The aim of this course is to introduce students to both, the methodological foundations of 

comparing political structures, processes and systems, and the critical analysis of states and 

nations located in global ‘south’ and the global ‘north’.  Students will, therefore, strive to 

understand ‘how’ comparative political analysis takes place, and to understand ‘what’ the 

subjects of analysis within comparative political analysis are.  The thematic foci of this course 

will be on methods, regimes, institutions, the nation, identity, nation-building, ethnicity and 

nationalism, political economy, capitalism, and civil society.  The lectures and discussions will 

further be animated by discussions and analyses of state structures in the United States, the 

United Kingdom, France and Germany, along with Russia, China, India, Brazil, Nigeria and 

South Africa, among others.  

 

Pre-Requisites: One of PSCI 100, 101, 110, 150 

 

Course Objectives:  
By the end of this course, students will be able to:  

 Understand the methodological underpinnings of comparing political systems 

 Differentiate between ‘state’ and ‘nation’ as foundational concepts of political analysis 

 Distinguish between different type of political regimes, institutions, states structures and 

processes   

 Analyze and critically evaluate political and nation-building processes in key states in the 

global ‘south’, and the global ‘north’.   
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 Use the conceptual and analytical tools learned in the course to undertake research and 

analysis on topics of interest  

 

University Regulations: 
Cross-listed course:  

Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under 

which rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a 

Philosophy major average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric. 

Academic Integrity: 
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 

University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 

committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student 

who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how 

to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration 

should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 

Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties 

will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of 

offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 

Student Discipline http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71. 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 

university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. 

Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, Student Petitions 

http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70. In addition, 

consult Student Grievances http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-

processes for the Faculty of Arts’ grievance processes. 

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 

70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - 

Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student 

Appeals, Student Appeals http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-

guidelines/policy-72. 

Academic Integrity website (Arts): Academic Integrity 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 

Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): Academic Integrity Office 

http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/   

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 
Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in 

Needles Hall, Room 1401, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 

appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the 

academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to lessen 

the impact of your disability, please register with the AS Office at the beginning of each 

academic term. 

 Turnitin.com: Plagiarism detection software (Turnitin) will be used to screen assignments 

in this course. This is being done to verify that use of all material and sources in 

http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
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assignments is documented.  In the first week of the term, details will be provided about 

the arrangements for the use of Turnitin in this course. 

 

 

Texts:  
 

1) "Essentials of Comparative Politics", 5th ed., Patrick H. O'Neil, W. W. Norton Company, 

ISBN: 978-0-393-93897-5 

 

2) "Cases in Comparative Politics", 5th, ed. Patrick H. O'Neil, Karl Fields, Don Share, W. W. 

Norton Company, ISBN: 978-0-393-93754-1 

 

Journal articles assigned for weekly readings will be available on LEARN.  

 

Texts are available for purchase at the University of Waterloo bookstore.  

 

Course Requirements, Expectations, and Standards:  
 
GRADING 

 

I) Weekly question submissions: 10% 

II) Mid-term Test: 20% 

III) Essay outline: 15% 

IV) Class Essay: 25% 

V) Final exam: 30% 

 

Assignments:  
Assignment #1 – Weekly Question Submissions: (worth 10% of the final mark; due at the 

beginning of the lecture every Tuesday)  
Students will be asked to submit in hard copy three questions which deal directly with the topics 

discusssed in the readings for each particular week.  The questions will be due at the beginnign 

of the class on Tuesdays, and they will be evaluated based on how closely they address the 

readings and how creative, innovative and inquisitive they are.  

 

Assignment #2 – Essay Outline: (worth 15% of the final mark; due Thursday, March 2nd)  

In preparation for the class essay, students will be asked to submit a 500-word essay outline.   

The components of the outline will be as follows :  

Section I – ‘Research Question(s)’ – maximum three questions should be posed, and they should 

all closely relate to the central topic of the essay. 

Section II – ‘Introduction’ – no longer than 250 words – which must include a clearly 

identifiable thesis statement.  

Section III – Listing of all of the subsections of the essay, entitled ‘Section 1 – Section ‘n’.  

Under each subsection, there needs to be a sentence or two describing the 

themes/topics/arguments/cases discussed.  

Section IV – ‘Conclusion’, which will include a brief summary fo the arguments.  
 



Page 4 of 6 
 

Assignment #3 – Class Essay: (worth 25% of the final mark; due on Tuesday, March 21st at the 

beginning of the lecture) 

You will be responsible for writing a class essay worth 30 % of the final mark.  The essay will be 

due on Tuesday, March 21st, at the beginning of the lecture. The essay should be 7 -9 double 

spaced pages long, on a topic agreed to by the student and the instructor no later than February 

1st, 2015.   

i) Formatting should be as follows: Size 12, Times New Roman font, with 1” – 

1.25” margins.  I will accept Chicago style, the Modern Languages Association 

(MLA) style, and the American Psychological Association (APA) style 

formatting of footnotes, endnotes, in-text referencing, bibliography, etc.   

ii) With respect to the topic of the essay, it will be your responsibility to contact 

me about your topic.  If you choose not to do so, I reserve the right to directly 

criticize the topic of the essay, which will most certainly have an impact on the 

mark you achieve in the course.  

 

Tests & Examinations:  
Midterm Test: (worth 20% of the final mark) 

Students will be responsible to write a mid-term test on February 9th. The material on the mid-

term test will cover both lecture and reading material presented during the term, up to the date of 

the test.  The test will be comprised of short answer and essay-type questions, and will last 80 

minutes, or the length of the class.  

 

Final Examination: (worth 30% of the final mark)  

The course will end with a 2.5 hour final examination, as scheduled by the Registrar of the 

University of Waterloo, during the winter exam period in April, 2017.  The exam will encompass 

all material presented during lectures, and found in the assigned readings during the winter term. 

The exam will be comprised of short answer, short essay and long essay-type questions.  

 

Please note: Student travel plans are not an acceptable reason for granting an alternative 

examination time. 
 

Late Policy: 
Extensions on any of the assignments will be granted only on compassionate grounds, and only if 

I am notified in writing of your circumstance.  Late essays will only be accepted up to a week 

after the deadline, with 3% deductions per day.  
 

Schedule: 
Week 1a, January 3rd  
 

Introduction to the course, and explanation of the course requirements, including ways to 

success  
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Week 1b, January 5th  

 

Conceptualizing the ‘State’  

 

Reding : O’Neil, Chapter 1 

 

Week 2, January 10th and 12th  

 

Conceptualizing the ‘Nation’ and Nation-States  

 

Reading 1:  O’Neil, chapter 2 

Reading 2:  ‘Cases’, chapter 4 - France  

 

Week 3, January 17th and 19th  

 

Political Economy: Capitalism, Keynesianism and Social Democracy 

 

Reading 1:  O’Neil, chapter 4 

Reading 2:  ‘Cases’, chapter 5 - Germany 

 

Week 4, January 24th and 26th  

 

Institutions, Democracy and Democratic Regimes 

 

Reading 1:  O’Neil, chapter 5 

Reading 2:  ‘Cases’, chapter 3 – the United States  

 

Week 5, January 31 and February 2nd  
 

Democracy in Praxis: Established Democracies  

 

Reading 1: O’Neil, chapter 8 

Reading 2:  ‘Cases’, chapters 2 and 6 – the United Kingdom and Japan 

 

Week 6a, February 7th 
 

States in Transition, or New Forms of Authoritarianism?  

 

Reading 1:  O’Neil, chapter 6 

Reading 2:  ‘Cases’, chapter 7 – Russia 

Reading 3: The speech of the Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, available at Readings 

http://www.kormany.hu/en/the-prime-minister/the-prime-minister-s-speeches/prime-minister-

viktor-orban-s-speech-at-the-25th-balvanyos-summer-free-university-and-student-camp  

 

Week 6b, February 9th  

 

***Midterm Test*** 

http://www.kormany.hu/en/the-prime-minister/the-prime-minister-s-speeches/prime-minister-viktor-orban-s-speech-at-the-25th-balvanyos-summer-free-university-and-student-camp
http://www.kormany.hu/en/the-prime-minister/the-prime-minister-s-speeches/prime-minister-viktor-orban-s-speech-at-the-25th-balvanyos-summer-free-university-and-student-camp
http://www.kormany.hu/en/the-prime-minister/the-prime-minister-s-speeches/prime-minister-viktor-orban-s-speech-at-the-25th-balvanyos-summer-free-university-and-student-camp
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Week 7, February 14th and 16th  

 

How to Compare, and What to Compare: Discussions on Methodology  

 

Readings:  Collier, Lijpart and Lieberman (available on LEARN) 

 

Week 8, February 28th and March 2nd  
 

Authoritarianism, Communism and Postcommunism  

 

Reading 1:  O’Neil, chapter 9 

Reading 2: ‘Cases’, chapters 8 and 10 – Iran and China  

Note: Essay outlines are due on Thursday, March 2nd, at the beginning of the lecture.  

 

Week 9, March 7th and 9th  

 

Newly Industrializing States 

 

Reading 1:  O’Neil, chapter 10 

Reading 2:  ‘Cases’, chapters 9, 11 and 12 – India, Brazil and Mexico 

 

Week 10, March 14th and 16th  
 

Less-Developed States 

 

Reading 1:  O’Neil, chapter 10 

Reading 2:  ‘Cases’, chapters 13 and 14 – South Africa and Nigeria 

 

Week 11, March 21st and 23rd  
 

Violence as a Political Tool 

 

Reading 1:  O’Neil, chapter 7, the Bell reading (available on LEARN)  

Case - North Korea -  Haggard and Noland reading (available on LEARN)  

Note : The class essay is due on Tuesday, March 21st, at the beginning of the lecture. 

 

Week 12, March 28th and 30th  
 

Social Movements, and Exam Review  

 

Reading 1:  Vanderberg (available on LEARN)  

Cases – The Tea Party in the US, and global environmental social movements – the Pullum, and 

the Doherty and Doyle readings (available on LEARN)  


