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PSCI 252: Global South 
Fall 2016 

RCH 305 Monday 12:30-2:20 

Instructor: Hongying Wang    TA: Amar Chauhan 

Email Address: h279wang@uwaterloo.ca  a9chauha@uwaterloo.ca 

Office Location: Hagey Hall 301 

Office Hours: Wednesday 9:30-11:30 or by appointment 

 

Contact Policy: Email is the best way to get in touch with the instructor outside of scheduled 

office hours. Students should remember the following things when emailing:  

 Students should use their official UW email accounts. To ensure student privacy, the 

instructor will not reply to emails sent from a non-UW account (such as Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo, 

Sympatico, etc.).  

 Students should include a subject line starting with ‘PSCI 252’.  

 Students should sign emails with their first and last name and student number.  

 Email should be used for brief questions that can be answered quickly. If students want 

to discuss course material, assignments, or another matter in greater detail, they should see the 

instructor during office hours or make an appointment to meet at some other time convenient for 

both. 

Course Description: Why are some countries in the world poor and others, rich?  Why have 

some developing countries experienced rapid economic growth in recent years while others 

remain stagnant?  What are the costs and benefits of “development” for societies and the 

environment?  These are important and challenging questions in today’s world, and they are the 

questions we will explore together in this course.   

We will begin by examining a few basic questions such as: What is the Global South?  What 

does “development” mean?  How to measure development? Then our focus will turn to the many 

factors that have contributed to the relative under-development of the developing countries.  We 

group these factors in three clusters: 1) impact of the developed countries on the developing 

countries, 2) conditions in the developing countries themselves, and 3) constraints posed by the 

natural world.   

Although there are many emotionally and ideologically charged debates in this area, this course 

will take an analytical and explanatory approach, encouraging students to draw their conclusions 

on the basis of logic and evidence.   

mailto:h279wang@uwaterloo.ca
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Pre-Requisites: One of PSCI 101, 110, 150. (Antireq: PSCI 350, INDEV 100)  

Course Objectives:  

By the end of this course, students should:  

 Be familiar with a variety of theoretical perspectives on development 

 Be well-informed about the development experience of a number of countries 

 Have improved their ability to think critically about development institutions and policies 

 Be comfortable interpreting and presenting data on development issues  

 Be able to find and effectively use credible sources for research on development issues 

University Regulations: 

Cross-listed course:  

Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under 

which rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a 

Philosophy major average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric. 

Academic Integrity: 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 

University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 

committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student 

who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how 

to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration 

should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate 

Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties 

will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of 

offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, 

Student Discipline http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71. 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 

university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. 

Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, Student Petitions 

http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70. In addition, 

consult Student Grievances http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-

processes for the Faculty of Arts’ grievance processes. 

http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes


Page 3 of 6 
 

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 

70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - 

Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student 

Appeals, Student Appeals http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-

guidelines/policy-72. 

Academic Integrity website (Arts): Academic Integrity 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 

Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): Academic Integrity Office 

http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/   

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in 

Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 

appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the 

academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to lessen 

the impact of your disability, please register with the AS Office at the beginning of each 

academic term. 

Texts:  

Andy Baker, Shaping the Developing World, SAGE and CQ Press, 2014. (Required) 

 

Besides this textbook, there are articles that are also part of the reading assignments, as listed 

below.  You can find them through the university library’s electronic databases.  

 

The text book is available for purchase at the University of Waterloo bookstore.  

The text book will be on 3-hour reserve at the Dana Porter Library. 

Course Requirements, Expectations, and Standards:  

Overview 

Assignment/test Date Percentage of grade 

Response to readings 10 pm Friday before class 10 

Class attendance  Mondays 10 

Quizzes Mondays 10 

Tutorial participation  Wednesdays 20 

Test #1 October 14 20 

Test #2 December 5 30 

 

http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
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Response to reading assignments (10% of course grade): 

Students should complete assigned readings and submit a response (around 100 words) to the 

readings on LEARN by 10 pm Friday the week before each class.  Your response must be 

closely related to the reading materials.  It could be a critique of an argument in the readings, a 

thoughtful (rather than factual) question or two about the readings, and/or ideas inspired by the 

readings.   

Attendance (10% of course grade):   

Students should attend the lectures and be prepared to participate in discussion. Attendance will 

be taken randomly and serve as the basis of your attendance grade. 

Quizzes (10% of course grade):   

These will be short-answer type of questions based on the readings and lectures.  They will be 

given during Monday’s class.  

 

Tutorial participations (20% of course grade): 

Students must attend the tutorials they have been assigned to and participate in the activities as 

directed by the TA.  

 

Two tests (respectively 20% and 30% of course grade): 

Students will write these in-class tests that cover materials covered up to the moment.  The tests 

will contain short-answer questions and essay questions. 

Late Policy: 

There will be no make up for missed assignments or presentations except special circumstances 

beyond your control, e.g., illness and other types of emergencies, for which you need to submit 

written documentation, e.g. Verification of Illness form or a letter from Counselling Services.   

Schedule:  

Week 1 (September 12 and 14) Introduction to “Development” 

Reading 1:  Baker: Chapters 1 and 2. 

Week 2 (September 19 and 21) Consequences of Economic Development   

Reading 1:  Baker: Chapter 3. 

Reading 2: Theyson, Katherine C., and Lauren R. Heller. "Development and income inequality: 

A new specification of the Kuznets hypothesis." The Journal of Developing Areas 49.3 (2015): 

103-118. 

Week 3 (September 26 and 28) Old and New Colonialism   

Reading 1:  Baker: Chapters 4 and 5. 

Week 4 (October 3 and 5) Aid and Development 

Reading 1:  Baker: Chapter 6. 



Page 5 of 6 
 

Reading 2: Quadir, Fahimul. "Rising Donors and the New Narrative of ‘South–South’ 

Cooperation: what prospects for changing the landscape of development assistance 

programmes?." Third World Quarterly 34.2 (2013): 321-338. 

Week 5 (October 14) Test # 1 

Week 6 (October 17 and 19) Culture and Development 

Reading 1: Baker: Chapter 7. 

Reading 2: Collier, Paul. "Ethnicity, politics and economic performance." Economics & 

Politics 12.3 (2000): 225-245. 

Week 7 (October 24 and 26) Development Models 

Reading 1:  Baker: Chapter 8. 

Reading 2: Harvey, David. "Neoliberalism as creative destruction." The Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science 610.1 (2007): 21-44. 

Week 8 (October 31 and November 2) Economic Institutions 

Reading 1:  Baker: Chapter 9   

Reading 2 : Chang, Ha-Joon. "Intellectual Property Rights and Economic Development: 

historical lessons and emerging issues." Journal of Human Development 2.2 (2001): 287-309. 

Week 9 (November 7 and 9) Political Institutions 

Reading 1: Baker: Chapter 10   

Reading 2: Williamson, John. "Is the ‘Beijing Consensus’ Now Dominant?" Asia Policy13.1 

(2012): 1-16. 

Week 10 (November 14 and 16) Violence and Gender Inequality 

Reading 1:  Baker: Chapters 11 and 12.  

Week 11 (November 21 and 23) Geography and Development 

Reading 1:  Baker: Chapter 13  

Reading 2:  Rodrigue, Jean-Paul. "The Role of Transport and Communication Infrastructure in 

Realising Development Outcomes." The Palgrave Handbook of International Development. 

Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2016. 595-614. 

Week 12 (November 28 and 30) Environmental Change and Development   

Reading 1: Baker: Chapter 14.  

Reading 2: Sachs, Jeffrey D. "From millennium development goals to sustainable development 

goals." The Lancet 379.9832 (2012): 2206-2211. 
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December 5 Test # 2 

 


