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PSCI 260/ 
LS206: CANADIAN 
GOVERNMENT & 

POLITICS 
Winter Semester, 2017 

RCH 305, Mondays: 8:30 AM to 
10:20 AM 

Instructor: William D. Coleman 

Email Address: 
wdcolema@uwaterloo.ca 

Office Location: Hagey Hall 306 

Office Hours:  Monday, 11:00 AM to 

12:00 PM 

 

Pre-Requisites:  One of PSCI 100, PSCI 150, PSCI 101, or PSCI 110.  

 

Contact Policy: 
 

Email is usually the best way to get in touch with the professor or your TA outside of 

usually scheduled office hours. A few things to remember when emailing: 

 Please use your official UW email account. To ensure your privacy, your professor/TA 
will not reply to emails sent from a non-UW account (such as Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo, 
Sympatico, etc.). 

 Please address your email to the professor or TA appropriately (i.e. ‘Dr. or Professor 
Coleman’, Your T.A.s First and Last Name, etc.). 

 Please remember to sign your email with your first and last name. 
 Please allow 24-48 hours for a response to your email. 
 Please  note  that  your  professor  and  TA  generally  do  not  answer  emails  after  

6:00pm  on weekdays or on weekends (4:00pm Friday to 9:00am Monday). 
 Email should be used for brief questions that can be answered quickly. If you want to 

discuss course material, assignments, or another matter in greater detail, please see the 
professor or TA during her or his office hours or make an appointment to meet at some 
other time convenient for both. 
 

 

mailto:wdcolema@uwaterloo.ca
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Course Description:  

This course introduces students to the important institutions, processes, and rules for 

governing Canada.  The course begins with a discussion of democracy and a proposal for how 

we can “audit” and “evaluate” the strength of democracy in Canada. With this understanding 

in place, we begin by reviewing the political situation of Indigenous peoples before the arrival 

of explorers and later settlers from Europe.  Following this introduction, there are three main 

parts to the course.  First, we will study the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 

Indigenous rights, and the notion of judicial review.  Second, we look at the history and 

contemporary dimensions of federalism and the division of powers between the federal 

government and the provinces.  This examination will include some of the difficulties in 

history faced by the two levels of government.  Third, we will study the key components of 

the Westminster Model of Parliamentary government, including the party system, the 

electoral system, cabinet government, parliament, and the bureaucracy.  The course finishes 

with a review of the roles of non-governmental organizations or interest groups 

Course Objectives:  
By the end of this course, students should:  

1. Learn a set of criteria for assessing how well democratically institutions are functioning 

and  how to apply those criteria to the study of Canadian political institutions 

2. Become familiar with the major written laws comprising our constitution, including their 

principal components. 

3. Come to know well the content of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and how 

the Charter has been interpreted by the courts 

4. Understand the meaning and importance of judicial independence 

5. Understand the concepts of aboriginal/indigenous rights and how these concepts have 

been applied in Canadian politics. 

6. Learn the legal basis of the division of powers between the federal government and the 

provinces and how this legal relationship has changed over time. 

7. Become more familiar with major crises in Canadian federalism, including those provoked 

by Quebec nationalism, Western alienation and aboriginal nationalism. 

8. Understand the components of the Westminster Model of Parliamentary Government and 

how these components function in practice. These components include the party system, the 

electoral system, cabinet government, parliament, the bureaucracy and interest groups.  
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9. Learn to collaborate with student colleagues in various simulations or debates concerning 

particular aspects of Canadian Politics. 

10.  Write a short academic paper appropriate for Second Year students that is professionally 

organized, analytical and clearly written with proper word choice, paragraph structures, no 

spelling errors, and properly introduced and concluded.  

 

Teaching Assistants: 
The teaching assistant for the course is Sarah Howard. The TA is here to lead the preparations for the 
Simulation games and to guide you in the playing of the games.  She will also address questions you might 
have about your assignments or tests, and may part ic ipate in  marking your work. If you have a 
question about the course, your first email should be to your TA. If the TA cannot answer your 
question, feel free to send an email to me. The TA will hold regular office hours and is available to all 
the students in the class. TA contact information, including office hour(s), will be posted on our LEARN 
website. 

 

TA contact information: 

Tutorials 
a.  Days and Times and Room 

DIS 101  2:30 -3:20 PM   Mondays RCH 209 

DIS 102  9:30-10:20 AM  Thursday RCH 209 

DIS 103  11:30-12:20 PM Thursday RCH 208 

b. Schedules 

The tutorials will be organized around simulation games addressing particular issues examined in the 
course.  Following is the schedule for the simulation exercises. 
 
January 23, 26   Simulation One: Preparation session 
January 30, February 7  Simulation One: Playing the game 
 
February 13, 16   Simulation Two: Preparation Session 
February 27, March 2   Simulation Two: Playing the Game 
 
March 13,16   Simulation Three: Preparation Session 
March 20, 23    Simulation Three: Playing the Game  
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University Regulations: 

Academic Integrity:  
Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University 
of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  
 
Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid committing 
academic offences, and to take responsibility for her/his actions. A student who is unsure whether an 
action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, 
cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course 
professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found 
to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For 
information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to Policy 71 - 
Student Discipline, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm.  
 
Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of her/his university life has 
been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student 
Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm.  
 
Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 
Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline if 
a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 
http://www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm.  See also: 
 
Student Appeals https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/arts-
undergraduate-office 
 

Turnitin.com: Plagiarism detection software (Turnitin) will be used to screen assignments in 
this course. This step is being done to verify that use of all material and sources in 
assignments is documented. In the first week of the term, details will be provided about the 
arrangements for the use of Turnitin in this course. If you do not wish to have your assignments 
submitted to Turnitin, an alternative arrangement between you and the professor can be 
worked out where your work can still be rigorously assessed to ensure its academic integrity. 
 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities:  
Note for students with disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), located in Needles 
Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 
accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the 
curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please 
register with the OPD at the beginning of each academic term. 

 

Texts:  
REQUIRED. Alex Marland and Jared J. Wesley. Inside Canadian Politics. Don Mills, Ontario, 2016. 
 
RECOMMENDED Mark Charlton and Paul Barker, eds. Crosscurrents: Editors’ Choice. Eighth Edition. 
Toronto: Nelson Education. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/arts-undergraduate-office
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/current-undergraduates/student-support/arts-undergraduate-office
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Texts are available for purchase at the University of Waterloo bookstore.  
Texts are on 1-hour reserve at the Dana Porter Library. 
 

Course Requirements  

Tutorials (15%): 

Students will meet in tutorials 6 times over the course of the semester.  These tutorials will be 
devoted to three simulation games addressing different types of political events (e.g. 
presentations of opposing positions to the Supreme Court of Canada where students assume 
roles either as members of the Court or as teams of lawyers presenting to the Court). The 
Teaching assistant will guide you through preparing for the simulations (first week) and carrying 
out the simulation (second week). The grade for tutorials will be based on attendance and 
participation in these games.  

Research Paper (30%): Due Date, March 20. 

Students in the class will write a research paper on a topic related to Canadian politics. The paper 
will be no longer than a maximum length of 1800 words (a word count will be required for the paper). The 
paper is to help you advance your academic writing skills.  It will require a clear statement of your argument, 
a plan for supporting the argument, an analysis and presentation of information to support the argument 
including possible counter arguments, and a conclusion. Your objective is to present and defend an 
argument in a clear, logical, and organized manner. A detailed description of the assignment will 
be posted on our LEARN website, including a selection of topics on which you can choose to write. 
 

Examinations:  

a. Midterm Examination (20 %), Date: March 6 

Examination will cover the lectures and readings up to and including the class on February 13th. It 

will be administered in class on Monday March 6. PLEASE NOTE: Midterm examinations cannot be 

deferred to another date.  If the examination is missed, the value of the examination will be 

transferred to the final examination (hence the final examination will be worth 55% of your final 

grade). 

b. Final Examination (35%) (Scheduled by the Registrar in the regular exam period) 

Examinations will cover all lectures and readings in the course as well as the background 

information for the simulation games.  It will contain a mix of short answer questions.  Students 

will have up to 2.5 hours to write the examination. 

Course Policies: Gender Neutral Language 
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I request that you use gender-neutral language except where you are referring to a specific gender in 
speaking in tutorials, writing your essay and your examinations. “He” and “His” and “Man” and “mankind” 
are no longer acceptable generic terms. Nor are countless other expressions that derive from the 
assumption that man=human. It is important to get into the habit of using gender-neutral language for at 
least two reasons: 
 
1. Clarity of Expression: When you write or say ‘man’ or some other masculine/generic term, readers 
should be confident that you are talking about a man, and not about men in general, women, boys, girls, 
humanity, etc. The way to avoid misunderstandings is to use terms literally and precisely. If you mean all 
humans, then say ‘humans’ or ‘humanity’ or ‘humankind’ or ‘people’ and so on. 
 
2. Empowerment: Each time we use a masculine word as a generic term, we perpetuate the conception 
that male norms, male experiences, male perceptions, and male perspectives are societal norms and 
experiences.  We imply that female norms, experiences, perceptions and perspectives are marginal and 
abnormal. Such usage disempowers females and reproduces male domination/female subordination 
(Patriarchy). By using gender-neutral language we can challenge patriarchy, empower females, and 
increase our sensitivity to our own unintentional sexism. Gender-neutral expression is not just a matter of 
style; it is also a matter of politics and research ethics. 
 

Other Course Policies: 
 

Course Website 
 
The course outline, details for assignments, class announcements, grades, etc. will be available on the 
course website on LEARN . If you have questions about when assignments are due, late policies, sickness 
accommodation, etc., your first source of information is the course outline. Users can login to LEARN via: 
Learn http://learn.uwaterloo.ca/. Use your WatIAM/Quest username and password. 

Class Attendance and Participation 
 
The professor will not be taking attendance at lecture but attending lectures is crucial if you are hoping to 
do well in the course. If you are sick or must be away from class, find a friend from whom you can borrow 
notes. Lecture slides will be provided on LEARN.  These slides are a guide to the structure of the lectures.  
They DO NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR NOTES.  
 

Late Penalties 
 
All late assignments (that is, assignments submitted after 4:00 pm on their due date) will be penalized 3% a 
day (including weekends). For example, if you receive a grade of 78 per cent on the assignment and you 
are late one day, the grade will be reduced to 75%; for two days, it will be reduced to 72% and so on. A 
waiver of this penalty will only be considered in the event of an officially documented extenuating 
circumstance  such as a note from a doctor. See “Extension Policy” below. Late assignments can be placed 
in the professor’s drop box in the Department of Political Science. This box is cleared out daily. 
 
Final Submission Date for Assignments 
 
The final submission date for assignments is one week (7 days) after their due date (with the imposition of 
late penalties). The instructor WILL NOT accept the assignment for grading after one week has passed 
without a documented extenuating circumstance. If an extenuating circumstance may prevent you from 

http://learn.uwaterloo.ca/
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submitting an assignment by its submission date, please contact Professor Coleman at the earliest possible 
convenience and be prepared to provide him with official documentation concerning your situation. 
 
Extension Policy for Assignments 
 
All requests for assignment extensions must be directed to Professor Coleman. Your TA does not have the 
authority to grant extensions. 
 
The professor will only consider granting an extension in the event of an officially documented extenuating 
circumstance (that is, serious personal illness, critical personal or family crisis, etc.).  Such a letter would 
normally come from a doctor. If a situation arises that may prevent you from completing an assignment, 
contact Professor Coleman as early as possible, ideally before the assignment is due to deliver the 
documentation. 
 
The UW Verification of Illness Form can be found at: Health Services https://uwaterloo.ca/health-
services/student-medical-clinic. Please note that midterm examinations cannot be deferred. Instead, the 
final exam will be re-weighted appropriately. 
 
Computer Problems 
 
Students are expected to back up their written assignments and lecture notes. You should save copies on a 
USB stick, email them to yourself, or open an account on Dropbox where you can save your files in the 
cloud for free (Dropbox https://dropbox.com). Extensions will NOT be granted for computer- related 
issues. Furthermore, students will be responsible for finding replacement lecture notes where they fail to 
back-up their files. 
 
Grade Appeals 
 
If you are concerned that your assignment was not graded fairly, you should first meet with the TA who 
marked your work. There must be at least a 24 hour waiting period between receiving your assignment or 
test back and going to see your TA. This delay gives you time to review your work and the comments that 
the TA or professor has made, and to think about them carefully. TAs spend a lot of time on student papers 
in order to provide constructive comments and you should give yourself time to absorb them. 
 
To request a review of your assignment from your TA and, later, Professor Coleman, if required, you must 
provide a 1 page explanation as to why you think your assignment was improperly graded (i.e. what do you 
think you did that should have been given more weight?). The explanation, the original assignment, and a 
clean copy of the assignment should be submitted to your tutorial leader no later than 3 weeks after the 
assignment was made available for return. If you are unsatisfied after consulting and discussing the 
matter with your TA, the assignment will be passed on to the Professor for final grading. 
 
NOTE: Students must take responsibility for picking up their marked work in a timely manner. No appeals 
will be considered more than 3 weeks after the assignment/exam was made available for return. Grades 
may be either raised, stay the same, or lowered on appeal. Students who wish to appeal an examination 
grade should follow the same procedure noted above for assignments. 

 

http://www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html
http://www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html
https://dropbox.com/
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Schedule 

Introduction and Background Preparation 

Week 1, January 9 

A.  Introduction to the Course 

Introduction of the instructor 
Review of the course requirements and structure 
Readings for the course 
Tutorials 
 

B. Before the Asians, before Europeans: Indigenous Peoples 

Lecture: Introduction to Indigenous Peoples 
 
Reading: At the Beginning in Olive Patricia Dickason with William Newbigging, A Concise 
History of Canada’s First Nations. Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press, 2010. (On reserve 
at Dane Porter Library) 

 

Week 2, January 16 

A. Background Information for a “Democratic Audit” 

B.  Carrying out a Democratic Audit 

Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 11 

Part One: The Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Indigenous Rights, and 

the Judiciary 

Week 3, January 23 

A. Structure of the Charter 

Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 19, Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

B. Rights of Indigenous peoples 

Reading: Crosscurrents, Can Native Sovereignty coexist with Canadian Sovereignty, pp. 39-
58 
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Week 4, January 30 

A. Judicial Review and the Charter 

Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 19, Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

B. The Charter and Democratic Politics 

Reading: Crosscurrents, Is the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms Antidemocratic?, 
pp. 59-72 

C. Judicial Independence and Democratic Accountability 

Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 24, The Judiciary. 

Part Two: The Federal System 

Week 5, February 6 

A. The Confederation Agreement: What was at Stake? 

Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 17, The Canadian Constitution and Constitutional 
Change 

B.  Evolution of the Division of Powers 
Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 18 

 

Week 6, February 13 

A. Evolution of the Division of Powers continued 

B. Executive Federalism and Democratic Politics 

Reading: Crosscurrents, Will Conservatism and the Conservative Party Fail? 

 

Week 7, February 27 

Mid-term examination (One hour) 

A. Western Alienation (1) 

Film: Tommy Douglas: Keeper of the Flame 
Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 3, Regionalism 
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Week 8, March 6 

A. Western Alienation (2) 

B.  Quebec Nationalism 

Film: The Champions, Part 3: The Final Battle 
Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 5, French Canada and the Quebec Question 
 
 

Week 9, March 13  

A. Quebec Nationalism (2) 

B.  The Aboriginal Right of Self Government, Treaties, and the Federal System 

Film: Honour of the Crown 
Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 4, Aboriginal Peoples 
 
 

Part Three: Political Parties, Cabinet Government and Democracy 
 

Week 10, March 20 

A. Evolution of the Party System 
Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 14, Political Parties and the Party System 

B. The Electoral System, Elections, and Democracy 
Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 13, Elections and the Electoral System 

 

Week 11, March 27 

A. Cabinet Government and Parliamentary Democracy 

B.  Issues of Democracy: the Power of the Prime Minister 

Reading: (FOR BOTH A AND B) Canadian Politics, Chapter 21, The Executive: Crown, Prime 
Minister and Cabinet 
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Week 12, April 3 

A. Parliament: Debating Forum, Policy Refinery, or Powerless Appendage 

Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 23, Parliament 
 

B. Interest Groups 
Reading: Canadian Politics, Chapter 16, Advocacy Groups, Social Movements, and Lobbying 


