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PSCI 334: PUBLIC POLICY 
Winter, 2017 

RCH 207, Friday, 11:30am-2:20pm 

Instructor: Daniel Henstra 

Email Address: dhenstra@uwaterloo.ca 

Office Location: Hagey Hall 303 

Office Hours: Friday, 10:00-11:00am or by appointment 

 

Course Description: This course examines the dynamics of public policy development 

in Canada, analyzing the actors, interests and institutions involved in problem 

identification, policy design, decision-making, implementation and evaluation. It is 

designed to equip students with knowledge of the policy process and a framework to 

analyze and recommend courses of action in response to contemporary problems. 

 
Pre-Requisites: Level at least 2A. 

Course Objectives:  
Successful completion of this course will enable students to:  

 understand and explain the stages of the public policy-making process 

 identify key actors and institutions involved in public policy-making in Canada 

 analyze and evaluate public policy outputs and outcomes 

Required Texts:  
1. PSCI 334 Custom Courseware, 2017. [noted in schedule as ‘CW’].  

2. Wu, Xun, M. Ramesh, Michael Howlett, and Scott Fritzen. The Public Policy Primer: 
Managing the Policy Process. London and New York: Routledge, 2010. 

Course Requirements, Expectations and Standards:  
 
1. Active Learning [20%] 
Attendance, active participation in class exercises, and individual LEARN posts. 

 

2. Midterm Test [25%] Date: February 17. 
Short essay questions covering content from first half of course. 

mailto:dhenstra@uwaterloo.ca?subject=PSCI331:%20
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3. Policy Analysis Paper [30%] Due: March 10 [feedback] or March 17 [grade only]. 
8-10 page paper analyzing a current policy issue. Instructions posted on LEARN.  

 

4. Final Test [25%] Date: March 31. 
Short essay questions covering content from second half of course. 

 

Schedule and Required Readings: 
 

Week 1, January 6: Public Policy and Policy Analysis 

Beyond Policy Analysis, "Chapter 1: Policy Analysis: Concepts and Practice" [CW, p. 1-18] 

Brooks, "Policy Analysis in Canada" [CW, p. 19-24] 

 

Week 2, January 13: The Contemporary Policy Environment 

Miljan, "The Context of Policy-Making in Canada" [CW, p. 25-43] 

Nanos, "Canadians Rate Highly" [CW, p. 44-47] 

Meade, "Scanning the Future of Law Enforcement" [CW, p. 48-51] 

 

Week 3, January 20: The Policy Process 

Policy Primer, Chapter 1 

Theodoulou, "How Public Policy is Made" [CW, p. 52-56] 

 

Week 4, January 27: Problem Definition and Issue Framing 

Rochefort and Cobb, "Problem Definition: An Emerging Perspective" [CW, p. 57-72] 

Newsweek, "The Truth about Denial" [Posted on LEARN] 

 

Week 5, February 3: Agenda Setting 

Policy Primer, Chapter 2 

Birkland, "Agenda-Setting in Public Policy" [CW, p. 73-88] 

Week 6, February 10: Policy Formulation 

Policy Primer, Chapter 3 

Weimer, "The Current State of Design Craft" [CW, p. 89-99] 

 

Week 7, February 17: MIDTERM TEST 
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Week 8, February 24: NO CLASS - STUDY BREAK 

 

Week 9, March 3: Policy Instruments 

Beyond Policy Analysis, "Chapter 4: Policy Instruments and Design" [CW, p. 100-111] 

Henstra, "The Tools of Climate Adaptation Policy" [CW, p. 112-137] 

 

Week 10, March 10: Decision-making ** Policy Analysis Paper due ** 

Policy Primer, Chapter 4  

Henstra, "Explaining Local Policy Choices" [CW, p. 138-155] 

 

Week 11, March 17: Policy Implementation  

Policy Primer, Chapter 5 

Beyond Policy Analysis, “Chapter 5: Policy Implementation” [CW, p. 156-161] 

 

Week 12, March 24: Policy Evaluation 

Policy Primer, Chapter 6 

Beyond Policy Analysis, “Chapter 7: Evaluation” [Posted on LEARN] 

 

Week 13, March 31: FINAL TEST 
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University Regulations: 

Academic Integrity: 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of 

the University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect 

and responsibility. See the UWaterloo Academic Integrity webpage and the Arts 

Academic Integrity webpage for more information. 

 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to 

avoid committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A 

student who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in 

learning how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 

work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic 

advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to 

have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student 

Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students 

should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline. For typical penalties check Guidelines 

for the Assessment of Penalties. 

 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 

university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 

grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4. When in 

doubt, please be certain to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will 

provide further assistance. In addition, consult the Faculty of Arts' grievance 

processes. 

 

Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 - Student Petitions and 

Grievances (other than a petition) or Policy 71 - Student Discipline may be appealed if 

there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should 

refer to Policy 72 - Student Appeals. 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services office, located on 

the first floor of the Needles Hall extension (1401), collaborates with all academic 

departments to arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities 

without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require 

academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please register 

with the AS office at the beginning of each academic term. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/arts/undergraduate/student-support/academic-standing/ethical-behaviour
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/guidelines/guidelines-assessment-penalties
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes
https://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat-general-counsel/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
https://uwaterloo.ca/disability-services/
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Other Course Policies: 

 

Turnitin.com: Plagiarism detection software (Turnitin) will be used to screen 

assignments in this course. This is being done to verify that use of all material and 

sources in assignments is documented. In the first week of the term, details will be 

provided about the arrangements for the use of Turnitin in this course. Note: 

students who do not wish to use this software must make alternative arrangements 

with the Instructor (e.g., outlines, drafts, oral presentation) by January 20. 

 

Collaborative work. Students may partner with one class colleague for the Policy 

Analysis Paper. Both partners will sign a Collaborative Work Agreement before 

beginning the assignment and a Collaborative Work Checklist upon submission. 

 

Email. I normally respond to email messages within 48 hours. If you do not receive 

a reply within this time frame, send the message again. I will only reply to student 

messages from official UWaterloo email accounts. 

 

Submitting assignments. All assignments must be submitted to the LEARN 

Dropbox on the due date. Failing this, the student must contact the Instructor to 

make arrangements to submit the assignment. Emailed assignments will not be 

accepted unless permission has been specifically granted. 

 

Penalty for late assignments. Late assignments will be penalized at a rate of five 

percent (5%) per day (including weekends). Assignments later than 10 days will not 

be accepted and will automatically receive a grade of zero (F). Extensions on 

assignments will be granted only in the case of officially documented illness, 

personal or family crisis. The Health Services UW Verification of Illness Form can 

be found here. Counselling & Psychological Services provides confidential support 

and advises Instructors on the need for academic accommodation. 

 

Grade appeals. To appeal an assignment grade, students must provide a 1-page 

rationale explaining why the grade was inappropriate (e.g., what factors should be 

considered?). Grade appeals will not be considered more than 3 weeks after the 

assignment was available for return. 

 

Copyright. Lectures, presentations, handouts, website content, assignments and 

other materials distributed in this course may not be recorded, reproduced or 

transmitted in any form or by any means, without the Instructor’s consent. 

https://uwaterloo.ca/health-services/student-medical-clinic/services/verification-illness
https://uwaterloo.ca/health-services/student-medical-clinic/services/verification-illness
https://uwaterloo.ca/counselling-services/

