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PSCI 490/614  

International Business and Development 

Fall 2011 
 

Professor H. Wang 

     

Class: 1:30-4:20 Th     Office: HH301 

Classroom: HH 138     Phone: 519-888-4567 ext 32143 

Office hours: 2:00-4:00 T    Email: h279wang@uwaterloo.ca 

 

 

International business has long been a major force in world economy and politics.  In the 

contemporary era – largely due to the acceleration of economic globalization – its 

influence has become even more salient.  In the first part of this course, we will examine 

economic globalization and its impact on the development of different parts of world, 

especially the global south.  Students will be introduced to contending perspectives on 

this topic.  The second part of the course will focus on the evolution and consequences of 

international business operations in this age of globalization.  We will use case studies to 

explore in detail the positive and negative consequences for multinational corporations on 

the host countries, the home countries, as well as the world in general.  The goal of this 

course is to develop a nuanced and critical understanding of the differentiated impact 

international business has had on the economy, society and politics of the world.  At the 

end of the course, we will discuss ways in which major stakeholders can promote the 

positive impact of international business while ameliorating its negative impact on 

development. 

 

Texts:  
 

We will use three textbooks: 

Ian Goldin and Kenneth Reinert, Globalization for Development. (World Bank, 2007) 

Dollars and Sense (D&S), Real World Globalization, 10
th

 edition (Dollars and Sense, 

2009) 

Theodore Moran, Foreign Direct Investment and Development (Peterson Institute of 

International Economics, 2011) 

There will be additional readings materials to be assigned and distributed later. 

 

Requirements: 

Participation:  In-class discussion is an important part of learning in this course.  There 

will be discussion periods during each class, based on the reading assignments and the 

films we will see.        

Position papers:  During the first half of the semester, we will examine contending 

perspectives on the impact of economic globalization on development.  Each week we 

will explore the effect of one dimension of economic globalization on development.  You 

need to come to each class with a 2-page position paper in favor or critical of one aspect 
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of economic globalization under discussion that week.  You position paper should be 

based on the reading materials assigned for that week as well as other credible sources.   

Case study: During the second half of the semester, we will focus on the role of 

multinational corporations – through foreign direct investment – in development.  Each 

student will conduct a case study based on independent research.  There will be a list of 

suggested cases for you to choose from.  You will present your case study in class.  

Please submit your case study by noon on the day before your presentation.  At the end of 

the semester, you will submit a 20-page paper that describes your case and situates it in 

the broader theoretical and/or policy context.  That paper is due on December 5, 2011. 

There will be a final exam at the end of the semester.  The date and location of the exam 

will be announced as soon as we hear from the University administration. 

Important: You will not be able to make up for missed assignments or tests except 

circumstances beyond your control (e.g., illness and other types of emergencies, for 

which you need to bring relevant documentation).   

 

Grading: 

Participation       10% 

Position papers      20% 

Case study presentation     10% 

Case study paper      20% 

Final exam       40% 

 

University policies: 

 Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the 

University of Waterloo community are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, 

respect and responsibility. [Check www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/ for more 

information.]  

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 

university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 

grievance. Read Policy 70, Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 

www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy70.htm. When in doubt please be certain 

to contact the department’s administrative assistant who will provide further assistance.  

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity [check 

www.uwaterloo.ca/academicintegrity/] to avoid committing an academic offence, and to 

take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is unsure whether an action 

constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid offences (e.g., 

plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek guidance 

from the course instructor, academic advisor, or the undergraduate Associate Dean. For 

information on categories of offences and types of penalties, students should refer to 

Policy 71, Student Discipline, www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy71.htm. For 

typical penalties check Guidelines for the Assessment of Penalties, 

www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/guidelines/penaltyguidelines.htm.  
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Appeals: A decision made or penalty imposed under Policy 70 (Student Petitions and 

Grievances) (other than a petition) or Policy 71 (Student Discipline) may be appealed if 

there is a ground. A student who believes he/she has a ground for an appeal should refer 

to Policy 72 (Student Appeals) www.adm.uwaterloo.ca/infosec/Policies/policy72.htm.  

Note for Students with Disabilities: The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD), 

located in Needles Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to 

arrange appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising 

the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to 

lessen the impact of your disability, please register with the OPD at the beginning of each 

academic term. 

 

 

Schedule: 

9/15 Introduction 

 

Part I: Economic Globalization and Development 

9/22 Overview  

 Goldin Reinert, chapters 1-2, D&S, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 4.1, 7.3  

9/29 Trade and Development   

 Goldin Reinert, chapter 3, D&S, 1.1, 1.2, 4.2, 4.4, 4.5, 5.1, 5.3, 7.5, 8.3 

10/6 Finance and Development 

Goldin and Reintert, chapter 4, D&S, 2.1, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 9.1, 10.1, 

10.3, 10.4, 10.5 

10/13 Aid and Development 

 Goldin and Reinert, chapter 5, D&S, 4.3, TBA 

10/20 Migration and Development 

 Goldin and Reinert, chapter 6, D&S, 5.4, 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5 

10/27 Ideas and Development  

 Goldin and Reinert, chapter 7, D&S, 7.2, 7.4, 7.6, 7.8, 7.9, 8.1, 8.6, 8.7, 10.2 

 

Part II: MNCs and Development 

11/3 FDI in Extractive Industries and Infrastructure 

 Moran, chapters 2-3, D&S, 2.2, 2.3, 8.5, 9.6 

11/10 FDI in Manufacturing, Assembly and Services 

 Moran, chapters 4-5, D&S 5.5, TBA 

11/17 FDI and Host Country Growth 

 Moran, chapters 6-7, D&S, 5.1, 7.1, TBA 

11/24 FDI and Home Country Economy 

 Moran, chapter 8, D&S 5.2, 5.6, 9.2, TBA 

12/1 Conclusion 

 Goldin chapter 8, Moran chapters 9-10 


