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PSCI 360: Issues for the 2019 Federal Elections 
Winter 2019 

EV2-2002, Monday, 6:30-9:20 

Instructor:  Gerry Boychuk 

Email Address:  gboychuk@uwaterloo.ca 

Office Location:  Hagey Hall 302 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 9:30-10:30 or by appointment 

 
Course Description:  
 

In the 2019 federal election, Canadians will debate crucial issues including Indigenous/Non-

Indigenous reconciliation, immigration and multiculturalism, gender equity, energy and 

environmental protection, and US-Canada relations.  This course surveys a number of these 

issues and anticipates how each may play out in the 2019 election. 

 

A central component of the course is an in-class simulation in which students will spend the first 

half of the term becoming an expert in one of the four issue areas (from those listed above) 

examined in the class by working with a small team of other students to provide weekly 

briefings/updates to the class on news developments in that area culminating in a summary 

written/oral briefing to the class (written component due the week before reading week) on the 

most important issues/developments in that area. 

 

In the second half of the course, each student as an issue expert will be assigned to a team (made 

up of one expert from each broad issue area) to contribute to preparing a campaign 

briefing/strategy document for each of the five national political parties culminating in a written 

document and in-class briefing presented to the party leadership (instructor plus TBD) at the end 

of the term.  

 

Pre-Requisites: PSCI 260. 

 

Territorial Acknowledgement 
The instructor would like to acknowledge that our class takes place on the traditional territory of 

the Attawandaron, Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee peoples and that the University of Waterloo 

is situated on land granted to the Six Nations under the Haldimand Proclamation. 
 

Course Objectives:  
 
By the end of this course, students should:  

 be conversant with the broad overall ideological and issue orientation of 
each of Canada’s five national parties; 
 have more specific knowledge of the approach of one of Canada’s five 
national parties across the 4-5 broad issue areas examined in the course; 
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 have a general understanding of the major issues in each of the 4-5 broad 
issue areas examined in the course; 
 have a detailed knowledge of specific issues within one of the 4-5 broad issue 
areas examined in the course; 
 be able to creatively envision what a realistic campaign background briefing 
document might look like for a national party; 
 appreciate the various dimensions of the institutional landscape that parties 
confront in crafting their platforms and approaches within given issue areas 
including federalism (and the positions of various provincial governments on given 
issues), the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, First Nations treaties and land claim 
obligations, and international obligations.  

 

Texts:  
 
Required readings will be assigned throughout the term – typically one short reading for 
each week.  All required readings will be available online via LEARN. 
 

Course Requirements, Expectations, and Standards:  
 

Overview 
Component Type Assignment Due Date Weight  

Written  Issue Area Brief Friday, Feb.15th, 11:59 pm 20% 

Written Party Platform Brief Friday, Mar.29th, 11:59 pm 20% 

Online Written Weekly News Brief  

Section #1  

Jan. 21, 28; Feb.4, 11 

Online before class 

10% 

Online Written Weekly News Brief 

Section #2 

Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25 

Online before class 

10% 

Performance  

(in class) 

Team Participation and 

Weekly Issue Briefing 

(team presented) 

Jan.21, 28; Feb.4, 11 5% 

Performance  

(in class) 

Issue Briefing (to party 

team) 

Feb.25th 5% 

Performance  

(in class) 

Team Participation Mar.4, 11, 18, 25 5% 

Performance  

(in class) 

Party Platform 

Presentation and 

Briefing of Party 

Leadership 

Apr. 1 5% 

Exam Take-Home Exam Available  

Tuesday, April 2, 8:00 am 

Submission Deadline  

Friday, April 5, 11:59 pm 

20% 
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Assignments:  
 

Written assignments in this course will be exclusively related to the course simulation.  For the 

first half of the course, students will be assigned to one of four issue areas (energy and the 

environment, immigration and multiculturalism, gender issues and gender equity, and First 

Nations reconciliation.)  Students will be asked for their preferences as to issue area in the first 

week of class.  In the second half of the course, students will be assigned to one of Canada’s five 

national parties as an expert in their assigned issue area.     

 

PART A: ISSUE FOCUS 

 

Weekly Online Newsclipping File and Team Briefing. Each week students will be asked to do 

an online posting of what they think are the three most important news stories (with links) in 

their assigned issue area with a brief write-up indicating what the news stories suggest about the 

linkage between the issue/event and the broad institutional framework of the Canadian political 

system (federalism, Charter of Rights, treaty obligations/land claims, and external obligations) as 

well as linkages between the student’s assigned issue and the other three issue areas examined in 

the course. 

 

In class, each student will present their three news stories (and the rationale for choosing each) to 

the rest of their team of five students assigned to that issue area.  Following these small-group 

presentations, the group will work together to identify the team’s pick for the three most 

significant news stories and rationale (including linkages to major institutional constraints and 

other issues areas.)  The team will then orally brief the class on three top stories, linkages to 

institutional constraints, and linkages to other issue areas.  

 

Issue Area Brief. Drawing on their own and their group’s news clippings and weekly 

discussions/class presentation, each student will write an issue area brief (with an associated oral 

brief) to be presented to their party colleagues at the beginning of the second half of the course.   

 

PART B: PARTY FOCUS 

 

Weekly Online Newsclipping File and Team Briefing.   Students will continue to do a weekly 

online posting of what they think are the three most important news stories (with links) in their 

assigned issue area with a more overtly partisan/political focus highlighting what each party 

(including their own) has said in regard to issues within that broader area.  Following these 

presentations, the group will work together to identify the team’s pick for the three most 

significant news stories and rationale (including how such issues might fit into their broader 

electoral strategy and/or campaign platform.) 

 

Party Platform Brief. Drawing on their own and their group’s news clippings and weekly 

discussions/class presentation, each student will write a proposed campaign platform/strategy 

brief (with an associated oral brief) to be presented by the group to their party leadership at the 

end of the second half of the course.   
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Extension Policy for Written  Assignments.  All requests for assignment extensions must be 

completed in writing (e.g. email) and be received before the due date.  Extensions will only be 

granted in the event of an officially documented extenuating circumstance (that is, serious 

personal illness, critical personal or family crisis, etc.).  If a situation arises that may prevent you 

from completing an assignment on time, contact the instructor as early as possible and, without 

exception, before the assignment is due.  The UW Verification of Illness Form can be found at: 

www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html 

 

There are no extension provisions for participating in the assigned seminar debates and 

simulation.  Officially documented extenuating circumstances that result in a students inability to 

participate in their assigned debate and/or simulation activities will result in the other 

components of the course being re-weighted appropriately. 

 

Examinations:  
 

The take-home examination (April 2-5) will cover all lecture materials, class materials (e.g. 

multimedia), student class briefings and assigned readings (approx. 8 or one per ‘lecture’ class.) 

 

 

LECTURE/SEMINAR SCHEDULE: 
 

Week 1 (Jan.7)   Introduction 

 

Week 2 (Jan.14)   An Election Primer: Peculiarities of the Canadian System 

Reading: TBD  

 

Institutional Constraints 

 

Week 3 (Jan.21)  Federalism 

    Reading: TBD 

 

Week 4 (Jan.28)   The Charter and Rights 

Reading: TBD  

 

Week 5 (Feb.4)   The External Constitution 

    Reading: TBD 

   
Week 6 (Feb.11)   Treaties and Land Claims 

Reading:  TBD  

 

Week 7 (Feb.25)    In-Class Briefings #1 

 

 

 

 

http://www.healthservices.uwaterloo.ca/Health_Services/verification.html
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Issues 

 

Week 8 (Mar.4)   Energy and the Environment 

    Reading:  TBD  
 

Week 9 (Mar.11)    Immigration and Multiculturalism 

Reading:  TBD 
 

Week 10 (Mar.18)    First Nations Reconciliation 

Reading:  TBD  

 

Week 11 (Mar.25)   Gender Issues and Gender Equity 

Reading:  TBD 

 

Week 12 (Apr.1)  In-Class Briefings #2 
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University Regulations: 

Academic Integrity: 

Academic Integrity: In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of 

the University of Waterloo are expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and 

responsibility. 

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 

committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student 

who is unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning 

how to avoid offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group 

work/collaboration should seek guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or 

the Undergraduate Associate Dean. When misconduct has been found to have occurred, 

disciplinary penalties will be imposed under Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For 

information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, students should refer to 

Policy 71 - Student Discipline, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-

guidelines/policy-71. 

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her 

university life has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a 

grievance. Read Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, 

http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70. In addition, 

consult http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes for the Faculty 

of Arts’ grievance processes. 

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under 

Policy 70 - Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 

- Student Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student 

Appeals, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72. 

Academic Integrity website (Arts): 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html 

Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/   

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities: 

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in 

Needles Hall, Room 1401, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange 

appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the 

academic integrity of the curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to lessen 

the impact of your disability, please register with the AS Office at the beginning of each 

academic term. 

http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-71
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-70
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-processes
http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-guidelines/policy-72
http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/

