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PSCI 490: Post-Cold War U.S. Foreign Policy 
Spring 2019 

Location: Hagey Hall (HH) 344, Thursdays, 2:30-5:20 pm 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Instructor: Dr. Roy Norton 

Email Address: rnorton@balsillieschool.ca; rnorton@uwaterloo.ca 

Office Location: Balsillie School of International Affairs (BSIA), 67 Erb St. W, #308 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 2:30-4:30pm, or by appointment  

***Reading list begins on page 5***  

Contact Policy:  
The best way to communicate with me is by email at the address listed above. I do my best to 

answer all queries within 24 hours. When you send an email please observe some common-sense 

rules of email etiquette. Always include “PSCI 490” in the subject line; begin the message with a 

greeting and sign off with your own name. Use your uwaterloo email address to prevent your 

message from going to the junk folder. I am in most office most days (Mon-Thurs) – meaning 

you’re free to drop by in the hope of catching me.  My formal office hours are on Wednesday 

afternoons.  Be advised that I share my office with a very friendly Golden Retriever.  So if 

you’re allergic, afraid, or can’t stand the breed, let me know in advance – and we’ll find another 

place to meet in BSIA. 

Course Description: 

This course takes a critical look at US foreign policy in the post-Cold War era. From the vantage 

point of 2019, many seem prone to declare American foreign policy a failure. But foreign policy 

analysis is always more complicated than first impressions. In PSCI 490, we will analyze and 

evaluate the successes and failures of US foreign policy since the end of the Cold War and assess 

what might come next. The course is organized around recently-published work on US foreign 

policy. In class, we will discuss these recent contributions with the aim of explaining the state of 

US foreign policy today.  

Pre-Requisites:  

4A strongly recommended; PSCI 281 World Politics is strongly recommended. Since this is a 

fourth-year seminar course, I assume that you are familiar with the basics of International 

Relations theory and its major concepts. Though you will not be evaluated on your knowledge of 

IR theory, it is advisable to be conversant in this language.  

mailto:rnorton@balsillieschool.ca
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Expectations:  
(1) Come to class: A university education is a privilege and seminar discussions can be 

illuminating. More instrumentally, the world is run by those who show up. Wise students will 

attend all seminars and use the discussions to develop ideas for the final term paper. I expect 

everyone to attend each seminar. It’s as simple as that.  

(2) Keep up with your work: I expect you to attend class having read the assigned material. 

Assignments must be submitted by the time and date indicated. As always, late penalties will 

apply. Key dates are listed under ‘Commentaries’ and ‘Research Paper’ on page 3 of this 

syllabus. 

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes:   
By the end of this twelve-week course, students will be able to: 

 (1) Identify trends in US foreign policy in the post-Cold War era;  

(2) Explain how US foreign policy has evolved over time;  

(3) Speak clearly about the theoretical and empirical aspects of US foreign policy (during the 

first half of each class students will be asked to share their perceptions of the week’s readings, 

situating – where possible – their observations in the context of readings/learnings from previous 

weeks). [see also ‘Class Participation’, Page 4, below]  Feedback will be offered ‘on the spot’ 

and, if students avail themselves of the opportunity, during office hours appointments. 

(4) Write analytically/critically about the complexities of US foreign policy and IR theory (as 

demonstrated by the eight ‘commentaries’ and the research paper that you will produce – see 

elaboration beginning on page 3, below).  

Required Texts  
We will read the following books in their entirety. Both are required to complete the course. All 

other materials are available online or will be distributed in advance.   

Mandelbaum, Michael. 2016. Mission Failure: America and the World in the Post-Cold War 

Era. Oxford: Oxford University Press. $24.50  

Pillar, Paul R. 2016. Why America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of 

Misperception. New York: Columbia University Press. $~31.99. 

The texts are available for purchase at the University of Waterloo bookstore. Kindle versions are 

available online at a bit of a discount.  

Course Requirements  
Assignment Value Due 
Single Page Commentaries 40% Eight of eleven weeks 
Research Paper 45%   August 9 
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Assignment Value Due 
Research Paper 15% Ongoing 

 

40% Single-Page Commentaries (8 x 1 page each)  

You will write eight (8) single-page commentaries in response to the required readings. Each 

commentary will be graded out of 10. The total score (/80) will be divided in half which will be 

your score on this portion of the coursework. Commentaries should be no longer than 1 page 

single-spaced. There is no need to provide citations or a bibliography. If you cannot resist the 

urge to cite, refer to the author of the article in parenthesis and I will assume that it corresponds 

to the syllabus.  

Commentaries may address any component of the readings that piques your interest. Treat the 

commentaries as editorial reflections on the material at hand. This may include specific 

objections to the literature, broad commentaries, issues you would like to explore, et cetera. 

Though the direction is up to you, the compositions should avoid trivial concerns or simply 

summarizing/describing the reading you have chosen to write about. 

Commentaries will be graded on the basis of substance and style. I want to see interesting and 

substantive insights into the content, and clear writing.   

Due dates: Eight times throughout the eleven substantive weeks of class – the first of which is 

due either in Week 2 or Week 3. Put differently, if you were to hand in your first commentary in 

Week 2, you would be required to hand-in a commentary at the outset of 7 or the remaining 10 

weeks.  If your first commentary was submitted in Week 3, you would have to produce 

commentaries during 7 of the remaining 9 weeks.  You pick which weeks you want to do them.   

Only one commentary can be submitted per class (they are due at the beginning of the class at 

which the reading you have selected will be discussed).  Only eight will be accepted during the 

semester. I prefer that you submit the paper during the relevant session in hard copy but will 

accept e-mailed versions no later than noon on the day the reading will be discussed in class.   

You cannot bundle them together and submit them as a package later in the term.  

45% Research Paper (3000-3500 words)   

You will write a research paper on a topic of your choice. The essay may cover any issue relating 

to US foreign policy in the post-Cold War period. This is your opportunity to explore an issue 

that interests you. Topics may flow from classroom conversations or from weekly reflection 

papers. Students may also select a topic that is not covered on the syllabus, provided it relates to 

the course’s theme. You must discuss with me during office hours your proposed topic and how 

you intend to address it. 

Your research should be framed by a question. A good research question allows you to offer an 

answer – also known as your thesis or argument. Your paper must make an argument about its 

subject matter. This means that you must advance a normative, theoretical or an empirical claim 

in response to your research question. Papers that only describe a situation will not suffice.  
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Your essay must have a bibliography and use a proper citation style.   

Due date: Friday, August 9 at 5:00 pm   

15% Class Attendance and participation   

This is a seminar course and you are expected to participate regularly and vigorously. 

Accordingly, a healthy percentage of the overall grade is apportioned to in-class performance. I 

will assess your participation on three general criteria: demonstrated grasp of the 

arguments/nuances presented in the weeks’ readings; insights you share/questions you raise that 

demonstrate growing appreciation, as the course progresses, of the complexities of U.S. Post-

Cold War Foreign Policy; the clarity with which you make your interventions.  

Late Policy:  

Single-page commentaries must be submitted in hard copy and are due at the beginning of the 

class.  Late papers will not be accepted.  

Term paper is due Friday, August 9 at 5:00pm on LEARN or via email. Papers submitted after 

the deadline will be assessed -1% per day off the final grade. Extensions may be granted only 

with justifiable reason. Student travel plans are not an acceptable reason.   

Style Guidelines: 

Please submit all of your written work with the following specifications.   

Font – Times New Roman (it’s way easier for me to read the papers if they’re all in the same 

font).   

Font size – 12-point font (thank you)   

Margins – 2.54 cm / 1 inch margins   

Page numbers – beginning on the first page of text, not the title page   

Citation style – I prefer any style that involves embedded citations. This means citations in the 

text that look like this: (Author last name, year: page #). A bibliography at the end of the paper 

connects the in-text citation to the full source information. Footnotes are allowable for 

explanatory digressions or notes of clarification. If you have any concerns about how use this 

style, please refer to the reading list for examples of how to do it right. 

 Headings – Yes, you can use headings and subheadings in your submitted work.  

Grade Scale   
Letter % Range Value Letter % Range Value 

A+ 90-100 95 C- 60-62 62 

A 85-89 89 D+ 57-59 58 

A- 80-84 83 D 53-56 55 

B+ 77-79 78 D- 50-52 52 

B 73-76 75 F+ 42-49 46 
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Letter % Range Value Letter % Range Value 

B- 70-72 72 F 35-41 38 

C+ 67-69 68 F- 0-34 32 

C 63-66 65    

Schedule of Topics:  

Week 1 – Thursday, May 9: Introductions 

 

Week 2 – Thursday, May 16: Original Sins and Good Intentions (132 pages)  

Mandelbaum, Michael. 2016. Mission Failure: America and the World in the Post-Cold War 

Era. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Ch. 1: “China, the Global Economy, and Russia.” 

Ch. 2: “Humanitarian Intervention Pp. 1-132.  

Week 3 – Thursday, May 23: Forever War (111 pages)  

Mandelbaum. Ch. 3: “The War on Terror and Afghanistan”, and Ch. 4: “Iraq”. Pp. 133-244 

Week 4 – Thursday, May 30: Mission Failure (136 pages)  

Mandelbaum. Ch. 5: “The Middle East”, and Ch. 6: “The Restoration.” Pp. 245-381.  

Week 5 – Thursday, June 6: Misperception (108 pages)  

Pillar, Paul R. 2016. Why America Misunderstands the World: National Experience and Roots of  

Misperception. New York: Columbia University Press. Ch. 1: “The American Prism”, 

Ch. 2. “Behind the Ocean Moats,” and Ch. 3. “Abundance and Power,” Ch. 4. “The 

Successful Society.” Pp. 1-108.  

Week 6 – Thursday, June 13: Monsters to Destroy (69 pages)  

Pillar. Ch. 5: “Searching for Monsters to Destroy”, and Ch. 6: “Unending Misperception” pp.  

109-178.   

Week 7 - Thursday, June 20: US and the Muslim World (55 pages) 

Huntington, Samuel P. 1993. The Clash of Civilizations? Foreign Affairs 72 (3): 22-49.  

Mamdani, Mahmood. 2002. Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: A Political Perspective on Culture and 

Terrorism. American Anthropologist 104 (3): 766-775.  

Eltahawy, Mona. 2012. “Why Do They Hate Us?” Foreign Policy, April 23.  

Foreign Policy http://bit.ly/2KmKLlk 

Etzioni, Amitai. 2016. Talking to the Muslim World: How, and With Whom? International 

Affairs 92 (6): 1361-1379. International Affairs http://bit.ly/2UN2jLa 

Week 8 – Thursday, June 27: The U.S.-Canada Relationship (64 pages) 

Conference Board of Canada. 2005. “In Search of a New Equilibrium in the Canada-U.S.  

Foreign%20Policy%20http:/bit.ly/2KmKLlk
International%20Affairs%20http:/bit.ly/2UN2jLa
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Relationship.” February, 2005. Pp. i-38.  Conference Board of Canada 

http://bit.ly/2uKZETA 

Dawson, Laura and Sean Speer. 2016. “COMMENTARY: Managing the Canada-U.S.  

 Relationship From the Honeymoon to the Long-term.”  Wilson Center, Canada Institute. 

 Pp. 2-14.  Canada Institute http://bit.ly/2TY7JhY 

Hon. Chrystia Freeland, 2018.  ‘Address by Minister Freeland when receiving Foreign Policy’s  

Diplomat of the Year Award.” Washington, D.C., June 13, 2018. Pp. 1-10   

Chrystia Freeland http://bit.ly/2CXGxKS 

Robert Wolfe. 2018. “Is the USMCA just a lesser NAFTA?”  Policy Options. Institute for  

Research on Public Policy. November 30, 2018. Pp. 1-5.  Policy Options 

http://bit.ly/2WMeRA4 

Additional material to be distributed 

Week 9 – Thursday, July 4: Judging Obama ++ (102 pages)  

Goldberg, Jeffrey. 2016. “The Obama Doctrine.” Atlantic Monthly. April. 

Atlantic Monthly http://bit.ly/2K6B0re 

Mead, Walter Russell. 2017. The Jacksonian Revolt. Foreign Affairs 96 (2): 2-7.  

Schultz, Kenneth A. 2017. Perils of Polarization for US Foreign Policy. Washington Quarterly  

40 (4): 7-28.  

Mearsheimer, John J. 2014. “Why the Ukraine Crisis is the West’s Fault: the Liberal Delusions  

 that Provoked Putin.”  Foreign Affairs 93 (5): 77-89  

Krieg, Andreas. 2016. Externalizing the Burden of War: The Obama Doctrine and US Foreign 

Policy in the Middle East. International Affairs 92 (1): 97-113.  

Week 10 – Thursday, July 11: Trump, so far (74 pages)  

Sestanovich, Stephen. 2017. “The Brilliant Incoherence of Trump’s Foreign Policy.” Atlantic.  

May. Atlantic http://bit.ly/2K7TNSZ 

Abrams, Elliott. 2019. “Trump Versus the Government: Can American Get Its Story Straight?”  

Foreign Affairs: 129-137.  

Posen, Adam. 2018. “The Post-American World Economy: Globalization in the Trump Era.”  

 Foreign Affairs: 28-38. 

Posen, Barry. 2018. “The Rise of Illiberal Hegemony: Trump’s Surprising Grand Strategy.”  

Conference%20Board%20of%20Canada%20http:/bit.ly/2uKZETA
Conference%20Board%20of%20Canada%20http:/bit.ly/2uKZETA
Canada%20Institute%20http:/bit.ly/2TY7JhY
Chrystia%20Freeland%20http:/bit.ly/2CXGxKS
Policy%20Options%20http:/bit.ly/2WMeRA4
Policy%20Options%20http:/bit.ly/2WMeRA4
Atlantic%20Monthly%20http:/bit.ly/2K6B0re
Atlantic%20http:/bit.ly/2K7TNSZ
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 Foreign Affairs: 20-27. 

Chicago Council on Global Affairs, 2018. America Engaged: American Public Opinion and U.S. 

Foreign Policy. 2018 Chicago Council Survey: 2-23.  Chicago Council 

http://bit.ly/2WKfV7q 

Bialik, Kristen. 2018. “How the World Views the U.S. and its president in 9 charts.”  Pew  

Research Center. 1-10. Pew Research Center https://pewrsr.ch/2FSwo2p 

Week 11 – Thursday, July 18: Fixing Foreign Policy (110 pages)  

Mearsheimer, John J., and Stephen M. Walt. 2016. The Case for Offshore Balancing. Foreign 

Affairs 95 (4): 70-83.  

Brooks, Stephen G., G. John Ikenberry, and William C. Wohlforth. 2012-2013. Don’t Come 

Home, America: The Case Against Retrenchment. International Security 37 (3): 7-51.  

Bacevich, Andrew J. 2017. Saving “America First.” Foreign Affairs 96 (5): 57-67.  

Kagan, Robert. 2014. “Superpowers Don’t Get to Retire: What Our Tired Country Still Owes the 

World.” The New Republic, June 9. The New Republic http://bit.ly/2OZ6ZbA 

Mandelbaum, Michael. 2019. “The New Containment: Handling Russia, China, and Iran.”  

 Foreign Affairs 98 (2): 123-131.  

Week 12 – Thursday, July 25: What’s Next? (84 pages)  

Walt, Stephen M. 2019. “The End of Hubris and the New Age of American Restraint.” Foreign  

Affairs 98 (3) 26-35. 

Ikenberry, G. John. 2018. “The End of Liberal International Order?” International Affairs 94 (1):  

7-23. 

Duncombe, Constance, and Tim Dunne. 2018. “After Liberal World Order”. International  

Affairs 94 (1): 25-42.  

Norrlof, Carla. 2018. “Hegemony and Inequality: Trump and the Liberal Playbook”.  

International Affairs 94 (1): 63-88.  

Layne, Christopher. 2018. “The US-Chinese Power Shift and the End of the Pax Americana”.  

International Affairs 94 (1): 89-111.  

Kagan, Robert. 2019. “The strongmen strike back”. Washington Post. March 14 (35 pages) 

 Washington Post https://wapo.st/2UrIxoz 

Chicago%20Council%20http:/bit.ly/2WKfV7q
Chicago%20Council%20http:/bit.ly/2WKfV7q
Pew%20Research%20Center%20https:/pewrsr.ch/2FSwo2p
The%20New%20Republic%20http:/bit.ly/2OZ6ZbA
Washington%20Post%20https:/wapo.st/2UrIxoz
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University Regulations  
Cross-listed course:   

Please note that a cross-listed course will count in all respective averages no matter under which 

rubric it has been taken. For example, a PHIL/PSCI cross-list will count in a Philosophy major 

average, even if the course was taken under the Political Science rubric.  

Academic Integrity: 

In order to maintain a culture of academic integrity, members of the University of Waterloo are 

expected to promote honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  

Discipline: A student is expected to know what constitutes academic integrity, to avoid 

committing academic offences, and to take responsibility for his/her actions. A student who is 

unsure whether an action constitutes an offence, or who needs help in learning how to avoid 

offences (e.g., plagiarism, cheating) or about “rules” for group work/collaboration should seek 

guidance from the course professor, academic advisor, or the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 

When misconduct has been found to have occurred, disciplinary penalties will be imposed under 

Policy 71 – Student Discipline. For information on categories of offenses and types of penalties, 

students should refer to Policy 71 - Student Discipline, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-

procedures-guidelines/policy-71.  

Grievance: A student who believes that a decision affecting some aspect of his/her university life 

has been unfair or unreasonable may have grounds for initiating a grievance. Read Policy 70 - 

Student Petitions and Grievances, Section 4, http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policies-procedures-

guidelines/policy-70. In addition, consult http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/student-grievances-faculty-arts-

processes for the Faculty of Arts’ grievance processes.  

Appeals: A student may appeal the finding and/or penalty in a decision made under Policy 70 - 

Student Petitions and Grievances (other than regarding a petition) or Policy 71 - Student 

Discipline if a ground for an appeal can be established. Read Policy 72 - Student Appeals, 

Politcy 72 http://uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policiesprocedures-guidelines/policy-72.  

Academic Integrity website (Arts): Academic Integrity 

http://arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html  

Academic Integrity Office (uWaterloo): http://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/  

Turnitin.com (plagiarism detection software – to verify that use of all material and sources 

in assignments is documented). 

Text matching software (Turnitin®) may be used to screen assignments in this course. Turnitin® 

is used to verify that all materials and sources in assignments are documented. Students’ 

submissions are stored on a U.S. server, therefore students must be given an alternative (e.g., 

scaffolded assignment or annotated bibliography), if they are concerned about their privacy 

and/or security. Students will be given due notice, in the first week of the term and/or at the time 

Politcy%2072%20http:/uwaterloo.ca/secretariat/policiesprocedures-guidelines/policy-72
Academic%20Integrity%20http:/arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
Academic%20Integrity%20http:/arts.uwaterloo.ca/arts/ugrad/academic_responsibility.html
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assignment details are provided, about arrangements and alternatives for the use of Turnitin® in 

this course. 

It is the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor if they, in the first week of term or at 

the time assignment details are provided, wish to submit the alternate assignment. 

See Academic Integrity https://uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/guidelines-instructors for more 

information.  

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities  

Note for students with disabilities: The AccessAbility Services (AS) Office, located in  Needles 

Hall, Room 1132, collaborates with all academic departments to arrange appropriate 

accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of 

the curriculum.  If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, 

please register with the AS Office at the beginning of each academic term.  

If you need to request special accommodation, please communicate with me as soon as possible. 

This way we can arrange for the proper arrangements with little disruption. 

Academic%20Integrity%20https:/uwaterloo.ca/academic-integrity/guidelines-instructors

