
 

 

 

PSCI 498B Research Apprenticeship 
Faculty Supervisor/email/office no: Emmett Macfarlane 
emacfarl@uwaterloo.ca HH 308 
Term: Winter 2018 
Project Title: Major Conference Planning – the Canadian Political Science 
Association 2018 conference 
Project Description: The 2018 meeting of the Canadian Political Science Association 
will be attended by 400-600 political scientists, faculty members, graduate students, and 
researchers from across Canada and the world. As co-chair of the conference, Professor 
Macfarlane is responsible for the overall program, including arranging keynote speakers 
and marquee events, providing advice to the various section heads, ensuring fidelity of the 
program schedule, and dealing with various logistical issues. 

Role of Research Assistant: The Research Assistant will develop advanced level project 
management skills while assisting the co-chair in organization and administrative details leading 
up to the conference. These will include helping to develop the conference program, facilitating 
communications with the co-chairs, local organizing team, and the program team (especially the 
section heads), assisting with details for special events, and checking the overall schedule for 
conflicts between sections. 

Time breakdown: 
Scheduling/program refinement:      25 hours 
Logistical/communications:       15 hours 
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PSCI 498B Research Apprenticeship 
 

Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Bessma Momani (bmomani@uwaterloo.ca, BSIA346) 
Term: Fall 2017 
Project Title: The Post-ISIS Reconstruction of Iraq 
 
Project Description: With ISIS on the decline, Iraq needs a path forward 
towards post-war reconstruction. Case studies of other countries that have 
undergone similar reconstruction might provide examples of approaches that 
could be applicable in this context. The focus of this project will be on what 
the strategy for reconstruction looks like in Iraq, how it will be funded, and 
what role international aid organizations may play. 
 
Role of Research Assistant: The Research Assistant (RA) will evaluate case 
studies where reconstruction has been undertaken in post-conflict contexts, 
conducting background research with a focus on recent post-war 
reconstruction literature. Once this literature has been collected and 
reviewed, the RA will create an annotated bibliography. This bibliography will 
inform a final summary report on the applicability of case study approaches to 
the current situation in Iraq. 
 
Role Breakdown: 
Background reading of scholarly resources 6 hours 
Literature collection and review   18 hours 
Writing of summary report    12 hours 
  



 

 

 

PSCI 498B Research Apprenticeship 
Faculty Supervisor: Prof. Gerry Boychuk (gboychuk@uwaterloo.ca, HH356) 
Term: Winter 2018 
Project Title: Banking Regulation in the Prairie Provinces and Northern 
Plains States, 1915-1935 
Project Description: As part of a larger research project examining the 
interaction between populist politics and democratization, this project will 
examine banking regulation in the northern plains states (Montana, North 
Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota) and prairie provinces (Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba.)  In the latter, banking regulation was a matter 
of federal jurisdiction and the project will detail federal banking regulation as 
it effected banking in these provinces (esp. in limiting banks to large chartered 
banks headquartered in central Canada.)  In the United States, regulation of 
banking was a state matter and as a result the banking industry was highly 
decentralized and, to varying degrees, localized.  The project will detail the 
banking sector in each state in this period with a focus on the relative 
dominance of state versus local banks as well as the proportion of rural 
mortgages held by local, state and regional banks. 
 
Role of Research Assistant: The Research Assistant (RA) will survey and 
collect documentary evidence (journal articles, books, online newspaper 
archives, online legislative debates, digitized statistical records) to empirically 
document the differences in banking regulation between Canada and the 
United States as well as to document similarities and differences in the 
banking sector across the northern plains states.  The RA will write a report 
describing these findings. 
 
Background reading of scholarly resources   4 hours 
Document collection and organization  24 hours 
Write summary report                12 hours 
  



 

 

PSCI 498B Research Apprenticeship 
Faculty Supervisor: Prof. Gerry Boychuk (gboychuk@uwaterloo.ca, HH356) 
Term: Winter 2018 
Project Title: Disenfranchisement of Enemy Aliens in the Prairie Provinces 
and Northern Plains States, WWI 
Project Description: As part of a larger research project examining the 
interaction between populist politics and democratization, this project will 
examine enemy alien disenfranchisement in the northern plains states 
(Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota) and prairie provices 
(Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba.)  It will document the political process 
by which enemy aliens (including especially people of German heritage in the 
American states and people of Ukrainian heritage in Canada) were 
disenfranchised in the WWI era and the degree of public and political support 
for such measures in the various provinces and states. 
 
Role of Research Assistant: The Research Assistant (RA) will survey and 
collect documentary evidence (journal articles, books, online newspaper 
archives, online legislative debates) to empirically document the actual 
process of enemy alien disenfranchisement (which varied by state) as well as 
the degree of public and political support for disenfranchisement in each state 
and province.  The RA will write a report describing these findings. 
 
 
Background reading of scholarly resources   4 hours 
Document collection and organization  24 hours 
Write summary report                12 hours 
  



 

 

 

PSCI 498B Research Apprenticeship 
Faculty Supervisor: Prof. Gerry Boychuk (gboychuk@uwaterloo.ca, HH356) 
Term: Winter 2018 
Project Title: Political Resistance to Female Enfranchisement in the Prairie 
Provinces and Northern Plains States, 1910-1920 
Project Description: As part of a larger research project examining the 
interaction between populist politics and democratization, this project will 
assess the degree of contestation which existed in regard to female 
enfranchisement in the prairie provinces and northern plains states – 
Montana (1914), Alberta (1916), Saskatchewan (1916), Manitoba (1916), 
South Dakota (1918), North Dakota (1920) and Minnesota (1920).  In doing 
so, it will help assess explanations for why female enfranchisement occurred 
earlier in some states through state initiatives (Montana) and later in others 
where it was imposed by national constitutional amendment (North Dakota 
and Minnesota.) 
Role of Research Assistant: The Research Assistant (RA) will collect 
documentary evidence (journal articles, books, online newspaper archives, 
online legislative debates) to support an empirical assessment of the degree of 
resistance to female enfranchisement in these provinces and states.  The RA 
will write a report describing these findings. 
Background reading of scholarly resources   6 hours 
Document collection and organization  26 hours 
Write summary report                  8 hours 
 
  



 

 

PSCI 498B Research Apprenticeship 
Faculty Supervisor: Prof. Gerry Boychuk (gboychuk@uwaterloo.ca, HH356) 
Term: Winter 2018 
Project Title: Native Enfranchisement and Political Resistance in the Prairie 
Provinces, 1931-1965 
Project Description: As part of a larger research project examining the 
interaction between populist politics and democratization, this project will 
assess the degree to which native enfranchisement arose as a salient political 
issue in the period from when native veterans were enfranchised (in 1931 in  
Manitoba but not in Saskatchewan and Alberta) through to native 
enfranchisement in Alberta in 1965.  The project will focus on factors that 
might help explain the differences between provinces both in terms of where 
native enfranchisement arose as an issue and where/when it did not as well 
as the difference between the three provinces in terms of the timing of 
enfranchisement (1951 in Manitoba but not until 1965 in Alberta.) 
Role of Research Assistant: The Research Assistant (RA) will survey and 
collect documentary evidence (journal articles, books, online newspaper 
archives, online legislative debates) to support an empirical assessment of the 
degree to which native enfranchisement emerged as an issue as well as the 
degree to which it met political resistance in each province.  The RA will write 
a report describing these findings. 
 
Background reading of scholarly resources   4 hours 
Document collection and organization  24 hours 
Write summary report                12 hours 
 
  



 

 

PSCI 498B Research Apprenticeship 
Faculty Supervisor: Prof. Gerry Boychuk (gboychuk@uwaterloo.ca, HH356) 
Term: Winter 2018 
Project Title: Native Enfranchisement in the Northern Plains States, 1924-
1945 
Project Description: As part of a larger research project examining the 
interaction between populist politics and democratization, this project will 
document the manner in which native enfranchisement was secured in the 
northern plains states.  Voting rights for native people in these states came 
onto the political agenda as a result of the 1924 Indian Citizenship Act.  As 
previous constitutional provisions in South Dakota and Montana restricted 
enfranchisement of native people indirectly by limiting voting in those states 
to US citizens, the extension of citizenship to native people through the Indian 
Citizenship Act translated immediately into voting rights for native people in 
those states.  This is hypothesized to have highly politicized the issue and, in 
both states, considerable effort was devoted to denying voting rights to native 
people over the following two decades.  In contrast, these new citizenship 
provisions did not translate automatically into voting by native people in 
North Dakota and Minnesota which was precluded by other measures.  
However, the extension of citizenship to native people did bring these other 
measures into apparent conflict with the 15th Amendment which made these 
issues a matter for resolution by the courts and legislative reactions to the 
potential for court challenges.  This is hypothesized to have been a more 
gradual, piecemeal, and less highly politicized process than the automatic 
extension of the franchise by virtue of federal legislation as occurred in 
Montana and South Dakota.  
 
Role of Research Assistant: The Research Assistant (RA) will survey and 
collect documentary evidence (journal articles, books, online newspaper 
archives, online legislative debates) to empirically document how native 
enfranchisement was secured in the northern plains states as well as to assess 
the degree of resistance to it in those states.  The RA will write a report 
describing these findings. 
 
Background reading of scholarly resources   4 hours 
Document collection and organization  24 hours 
Write summary report                12 hours 


