
 

PSCI 498B Research Apprenticeship 

Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Daniel Henstra (dhenstra@uwaterloo.ca, HH303) 

Term: Winter 2017 

Project Title: Disasters and Policy Change:  A Case Study of the 2013 Toronto 
Flood 

Project Description: In 2013, record rainfall caused severe flooding in 
Toronto, which closed major roads, cut off power to 300,000 residents, caused 
more than $940 million in property damage, and cost the municipal 
government more than $65 million for response and recovery. Storms like the 
one that caused this flooding are expected to become more common due to 
climate change, so action is required to make urban areas more resilient. This 
project will involve a case study analysis of the 2013 Toronto flood, with a 
focus on its impact on City policies and practices. 

Role of Research Assistant: The Research Assistant (RA) will collect 
documentary evidence to support the case study analysis, including municipal 
council minutes, committee reports, consultant papers, scholarly sources, and 
media stories. These sources will be organized and annotated using Zotero or 
NVivo software. The RA will write a report describing the flood event and 
documenting policy changes that Toronto has made in response to its impacts. 

Participation will give the RA experience in searching for and evaluating 
documentary sources, organizing materials by source and theme, and 
compiling information from diverse sources into a concise and coherent 
written report. The RA will also develop substantive knowledge about urban 
flooding, public policy and community resilience—topics that will become 
increasingly important as Canada’s cities adapt to climate change. 

Background reading of scholarly resources 6 hours 
Document collection and organization  18 hours 
Write summary report     12 hours 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dhenstra@uwaterloo.ca


 

PSCI 498B Research Apprenticeship 

Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Daniel Henstra (dhenstra@uwaterloo.ca, HH303) 

Term: Winter 2017 

Project Title: Climate Change, Extreme Weather and Urban Adaptation 
Policy: A Case Study of Canada’s National Capital  

Project Description: Climate change poses significant risks for Canadian 
cities, especially in the form of extreme weather events such as severe 
thunderstorms, ice storms, blizzards, windstorms, tornadoes and hail. These 
risks demand climate adaptation policies—courses of action to increase 
resilience to climate-related stress. City governments play a key role in 
adaptation policy, due to their responsibility for public functions such as land 
use regulation, building inspection, critical infrastructure protection and 
emergency planning. This project will involve a case study analysis of climate 
adaptation policy in Ottawa, a large city that is vulnerable to extreme weather 
and houses important national assets 

Role of Research Assistant: The Research Assistant (RA) will collect 
documentary evidence to support the case study analysis, including municipal 
council minutes, committee reports, consultant papers, scholarly sources, and 
media stories. These sources will be organized and annotated using Zotero or 
NVivo software. The RA will write a report that describes climate adaptation 
policy in Ottawa and identifies potential interviewees to follow up on the 
analysis. 

Participation will give the RA experience in searching for and evaluating 
documentary sources, organizing materials by source and theme, and 
compiling information from diverse sources into a concise and coherent 
written report. The RA will also develop substantive knowledge about urban 
climate adaptation policy, which will be an increasingly important field of 
professional practice in years to come. 

Background reading of scholarly resources 6 hours 
Document collection and organization  18 hours 
Write summary report     12 hours 
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PSCI 498B Research Assistant 
 

Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Veronica Kitchen (HH312) 

Term: Winter 2017 

Project Title: Simulation in Global Politics 

Project Description: The RA will assist with data analysis using NVIVO and 

updating a literature review for a study on the use of simulations in teaching global 

politics.  

TCPS 2 Ethics Tutorial      4 hours 

Familiarization with NVIVO    5 hours 

Annotated bibliography of recent literature  15 hours 

Entry of data into Zotero 

Coding data in NVIVO     14 hours 

Meetings with Dr. Kitchen    2 hours 

Special skills: Zotero; Experience with NVIVO an asset.  

Exclusion: took PSCI 281 with Dr. Kitchen in Fall 2014 or Fall 2015 

  



PSCI 498B Research Assistant 
 

Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Veronica Kitchen (vkitchen@uwaterloo.ca; HH318) 

Term: Winter 2017 

Project Title: Heroes and Heroism in Global Politics 

Project Description: The RA will provide support to Dr. Veronica Kitchen and 

co-editor Dr. Jenny Mathers (Aberystwyth University) for an edited volume on 

heroism and global politics. The bulk of the work will be completed in January and 

early February, 2017.  

The RA will write a literature review in support of the book on the following topic: 

Heroism and political communities. How are political communities built, and what 

is the role of heroes in sustaining political communities? 

40 hours are allowed for the research, reading, and writing for the literature review 

in consultation with Dr. Kitchen 

Special skills: Zotero. 
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PSCI 498B Research Assistant 
 

Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Veronica Kitchen (vkitchen@uwaterloo.ca; HH318) 

Term: Winter 2017 

Project Title: Heroes and Heroism in Global Politics 

Project Description: The RA will provide support to Dr. Veronica Kitchen and 

co-editor Dr. Jenny Mathers (Aberystwyth University) for an edited volume on 

heroism and global politics. The bulk of the work will be completed in January and 

early February, 2017.  

The RA will write a literature review in support of the book on the following topic: 

Gender and heroism: How is heroism gendered? What role do masculinity and 

femininity play in the construction of heroes? 

40 hours are allowed for the research, reading, and writing for the literature review 

in consultation with Dr. Kitchen 

Special skills: Zotero. 
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PSCI 498B Research Assistantship 

 

Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Eric Helleiner (HH309) 

Term: Winter 2017 

Project Title: Mao’s Thought on International Political Economy Issues 

Project Description: This job will entail researching Mao’s thinking about 
issues of international political economy (IPE). The job will involve searching 
for all relevant secondary literature and compiling an annotated bibliography 
of that literature. The job may also involve searching through Mao’s original 
writings for analyses of IPE issues and summarizing these analyses. Students 
applying for this position should have a strong background in IPE (at least 
PSCI 283) or political economy theory (at least PSCI 300) or Chinese politics 
(e.g. PSCI 405). Chinese language skills may be useful, but are not required. 

 


