
University of Waterloo Global Affairs Association 
Empowering students to be informed, involved, and engaged in the world. 

 
The University of Waterloo Global Affairs Association (GAA) is a forum for students who 
are interested in global affairs, based in the University of Waterloo. It is open to all 
faculties, and facilitates academic and experiential learning on various topics. The GAA 
organizes educational events for students, provides a space for discussion and debate, 
and participates in external conferences representing the University of Waterloo. 

Structure 
The GAA consists of three pillars: student discussions, visitor presentations and 

events, and opportunities for involvement in the local and international communities. 

1. Student Discussions 
Throughout the school term, members regularly select topics of interest that is 

related to a global impact, and get together to engage in discussion and debate. To 
prepare for the discussions, students are provided with resources on the topic and will 
be encouraged to inform themselves. At the end of each discussion, students have the 
option of producing a paper, which is published on the GAA blog in order to gain 
exposure. Leaders from the club and volunteer members will go through a review 
process before the paper is posted as an educational exercise, and to ensure quality. 
Students are also encouraged to write articles or opinion pieces; these go through the 
review process and are published as well. At the end of each year, the GAA members 
vote on the best works and publishes them as a journal.  

2. Presentations and Visitors 
The GAA hosts events with guest speakers, such as experts in the field, 

ambassadors, members of the government, as well as professors from the university. 
These events include presentations, discussion panels, seminars, and workshops. The 
goal of this initiative is that students have the opportunity to engage with experts, choose 
the topics they want to learn about, and learn from others’ experiences. To institute this 
pillar effectively, the GAA will partner with resources that are already available on 
campus and in the community, such as: the Political Science Students’ Association, the 
Centre for International Governance Innovation, the Balsillie School of International 
Affairs, the Conrad Grebel University College Peace Society, and other student 
associations. An important element of these partnerships is inter-faculty collaboration, as 
this will expose students to a variety of knowledge and diverse global affairs. 

The opportunity for students to make connections with experts and community 
members, with the potential of establishing mentorships, will lead to a positive and 
motivational environment. Meetings, where members share their reactions and 
reflections, and collaborate on writing reviews, follow such experiences. Follow-up 
meetings may also include hands-on exercises, such as games or small-scale 



hackathon activities to apply concepts that have been learned. Most importantly, 
students will be empowered not only to discuss, but to take action on issues they find 
inspiring. 

3. Involvement in Local and International Community 
The third pillar of the GAA is to be a face for the university in in the world. The 

GAA will work towards finding opportunities for students to be present in different global 
summits such as the G20, COP, the United Nations and more. The aim is for students to 
have the opportunity to represent the university and learn by being present in a real-
world global context. Students that are interested will also be invited to attend simulation 
conferences, which can include Model United Nations, or Model Diplomacy.  

The GAA will actively work towards getting involved in the following activities:  
- The United Nations Youth Delegate Program: this program allows 

students to attend to diverse UN committees as part of the country's delegation. 
Attending UN committees will allow students from diverse backgrounds to 
engage on the international stage, learn from their experiences, and apply that 
knowledge later on in their careers. Canada has recently begun to take part of 
this program and the GAA will encourage students to apply to this program.  

- The G20: attending the G20 conference as spectators will give 
students the to further their knowledge on the summit and produce research 
papers as a results. There are courses and professors at the University of 
Waterloo, which specialize in the G20; as well, UW was the first university to 
establish a Model G20 conference in 2015. With a strong G20 background, an 
opportunity for students to get first-hand experience would be invaluable. 
Programs such as the University of Toronto G20 Research Group exist already; 
the GAA will be a similar entity, and would towards getting university students to 
work with the Canadian delegation.  
Student involvement on the international stage is not only educational, but 

empowers students and gives them the tools they need to become the world leaders of 
the future. The GAA is committed to work with the University of Waterloo as well as with 
the government to create an efficient program for youth involvement. This can act as a 
research opportunity, or students could engage with the Canadian delegation, potentially 
assisting them before and after by producing meeting notes, writing summaries, etc. 

There are also many opportunities to give back and collaborate with the 
community and within Canada. In order to encourage student involvement outside of the 
university context, the GAA will work with students to identify opportunities to get 
involved locally and promote these opportunities across campus.  

The main goal of the GAA is for students to be aware about global issues. It does 
not matter whether a student is pursuing a career in engineering or social sciences; 
these kinds of experiences will ultimately give them a broad view and a global 
perspective on the world issues and on Canada. The GAA believes that students can 
bring new innovative ideas and solutions to the problems we face today, and that these 
activities will act as a platform to encourage, nourish and promote those ideas. 


