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Email 
Administrative questions should be directed to the UW Distance Education office. 
Technical problems should be directed to Technical Support. 
Questions of a personal nature can be directed to your instructor, Kelly Malcolmson at ka2malco@uwaterloo.ca. Use the Ask the 
Instructor board for general inquiries. 
Announcements 
Technical Support and your instructor communicate important information through the announcements.  Please check your 
announcements regularly. 
To ensure you are viewing the complete list of announcements, you must click on ALL. Please note you may also be required to 
click on MORE. 

 
Discussion Boards 
For questions relating to course content, select the Communicate tab to post a question or read questions and answers from other 
students using the General Discussion board.  Your instructor may choose to drop in at this forum throughout the term.  An Ask the 
Instructor discussion board is also available and monitored by your instructor.  For questions of an urgent nature, it is always best to 
use email in order to ensure a prompt reply. 
 
Dr. Steven J. Spencer 
Steve Spencer has been a faculty member at the University of Waterloo since 
1997.  He received his B.A. from Hope College (located about 2 hours north of Chicago 
on the western shore of Lake Michigan), and his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor (located about an hour west of Detroit). 
Spencer's major research interests are in Social Psychology and particularly the study 
of the self, stereotyping and prejudice, and unconscious thought processes.  In 
addition to Introductory Psychology, Spencer teaches a second year undergraduate 
course in Social Psychology, a third year undergraduate course in Social Cognition, and 
seminars in research methods and stereotyping and prejudice to post-graduate 
students studying for the M.A. and Ph.D. degrees.  Spencer has a wife and two 
children.  His wife, Shelley, is an emergency room social worker in Guelph.  His 
daughter, Emily, and his son, Jon, are both in grade school.  You will hear a number of 
anecdotes about his family as you listen to the lectures.  In his spare time, he enjoys 
playing most sports but especially basketball and is an active member in his church. 
This is an introductory course in psychology, which means that we will be covering all 
areas of psychology in the course. It is designed to introduce you to the field of 
psychology as a whole, and to the major theories and findings in the discipline. The 
course is designed so that you can meet the following objectives: 

1. That you become familiar with the broad range of topics that make up the 
discipline of psychology. 

2. That you become familiar with the methods of investigation used in psychology, and the strengths and limitations of these 
methods. 

3. That you develop an understanding of the vocabulary and concepts of psychology that will allow you to study further in 
advanced courses or through independent reading. 



4. That you develop the ability to relate the findings of psychological research to your life and to important issues in our 
society and the world at large. 

Course Print Materials 
There are no print materials for this course.   
Textbook(s) 
Required: 
Psychology: Myers in Modules, 8th edition, David G. Myers, Worth 2006. 
If you have the 7th edition (Without Modules), you can find the page numbers to correspond with the modules at: 
http://www.arts.uwaterloo.ca/~sspencer/textbookeditions/moduleguide8to7nonmod.htm  
If you have the 7th edition of the textbook (With Modules), you can find the corresponding readings at: 
http://www.arts.uwaterloo.ca/~sspencer/textbookeditions/moduleguide8to7mod.htm 
A Study Guide may be included with the textbook free-of-charge. This guide is not required and has been included as a bonus item 
from the publisher. 
For textbook ordering information, please contact the UW BookStore. 
For your convenience, you can compile booklists of required and optional textbooks based on your current courses through 
BookLook using your Quest userID and password (look for the Shop Online with BookLook link in the centre-top section of the main 
UW BookStore page). If you are having difficulties ordering online and wish to call the UW BookStore, their phone number is 
+1 519 888 4673 or toll-free at +1 866 330 7933. Please be aware that textbook orders CANNOT be taken over the phone. 
Other Course Materials 
Scientific American Readings: 
Instructions for accessing the Scientific American readings: 

1. Please visit the following page and read the "Access to Library Resources" information to ensure you are able to access the 
Scientific American journal articles online: Student ID Cards and Library Access 

2. Go to the UW Library home page http://www.lib.uwaterloo.ca/. On the left side of the Library homepage there is a link that 
reads "Connect from Home". Click on this link. It will prompt you to enter your watcard barcode and last name. Click on 
login and you will be redirected back to the homepage. 

3. Next, you will want to search PRIMO from the Library homepage. In the "Books & more" search field, type Scientific 
American and select "title" from the drop down menu. Click "Search PRIMO." 

4. Choose the first record in the list (the year of publication 1845 indicates the year it was first published). 
5. Select the link "Click here for access to electronic version" (scroll down to find 5 blue arrows about half way down the page; 

the link you want is beside the 4th arrow). 
6. You should be re-directed to the Ebsco Host Research Database. 
7. In the search field, type in the name of the journal article you are looking for (refer to the list below) and hit "Search." 

  
List of Scientific American Readings:   
Week 2 
June 1994: "Emotion, Memory and the Brain", Joseph LeDoux 
Week 6 
September 1997: "Creating False Memories", Elizabeth F. Loftus 
Week 9 
February 1995: "Manic-Depressive Illness and Creativity", Kay Redfield Jamison 
Week 12 
January 1998: "The Placebo Effect", Walter A. Brown 

Psychology Experiments/Article Reviews (Bonus marks) 3% 

One Minute Summaries 8% 

Application Paper 20% 

Term Tests 32% 

Final Exam  40% 

 
WatCards (Student ID Cards) 
Students taking distance education courses need a WatCard to access materials from the UW Library. It can also be used for 
identification at exam centres. If you do not already have a WatCard, you can expect to receive one in the mail by the first week of 
term, or within approximately 2 weeks of that date if you enrol after the start of term. Your WatCard will be sent to you 
automatically, you do not need to request it. 
Access to Library Resources 



Your course work may require online library research which may include databases and electronic journals only available to UW 
students. In these cases, you will be required to have a valid WatCard. 
To access these resources remotely you will need to connect through the proxy server set up for this purpose. If you have a WatCard 
and are experiencing difficulty connecting through the proxy service, please email aleonard@library.uwaterloo.ca. Remember to 
include your WatCard barcode number in your inquiry. 
Library Services 
The UW Library website includes a section dedicated to students taking distance education courses. There are many instructional 
resources, details on how to borrow books from UW or arrange an interlibrary loan, borrow from other libraries in your area, access 
restricted resources such as journals listed in the UW Library’s website, and a link to the Library’s "Ask a Librarian" electronic 
reference service. A WatCard is required to access many Library services. 
 

Overview 
The following statement is required for inclusion in all course outlines at the University of Waterloo: 
All University of Waterloo students are expected to know what constitutes an academic offence, to avoid committing academic 
offences, and to take responsibility for their academic actions. When the commission of an offence is established, disciplinary 
penalties will be imposed in accord with Policy 71 (Student Discipline). For information on categories of offences and types of 
penalties, students are directed to consult the summary of Policy 71 (Student Discipline) which is supplied in the Undergraduate 
Calendar or online by clicking the link. If you need help in learning how to avoid offences such as plagiarism, cheating, and double 
submission, or if you need clarification of aspects of the discipline policy, ask your course instructor for guidance. Other resources 
regarding the discipline policy are your academic advisor and the Undergraduate Associate Dean. 
Student Discipline (Policy 71) 
Student offences punishable by disciplinary action are described in Policy 71 (Student Discipline). Refer to the section at the end of 
Policy 33 for a list of on-campus individuals, services/facilities available to advise students of their rights under this policy and to 
advise on the procedures to be followed. 
Academic offences shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following: 

 Infringing unreasonably on the work of other members of the University community (e.g., disrupting classes or 
examinations; harassing, intimidating or threatening others) 

 Violation of safety regulations in a laboratory or other academic setting 

 Cheating on examinations, assignments, work term reports, or any other work used to judge student performance 

 Impersonating another student or entering into an arrangement with another person to be impersonated for purposes of 
taking examinations or tests, or carrying out assignments 

 Plagiarism, which is the act of presenting the ideas, words or other intellectual property of another as one’s own 

 Obtaining by improper means examination papers, tests, or similar materials, or using or distributing such materials to 
others 

 Falsifying academic records, including tests and examinations, or submitting false credentials 

 Oral or written misrepresentations (e.g., fraudulent health claims) which may have an effect on academic evaluations 

 Submitting an essay, report, or assignment when a major portion has been previously submitted or is being submitted for 
another course without the express permission of all instructors involved 

Disciplinary Penalties. One or more of the following disciplinary penalties may be imposed: 

 A reprimand or warning to the student that her/his behaviour has been unacceptable 

 Submission of a failing grade in an examination, test, assignment, or course, or in a term 

 Disciplinary probation for the balance of the period of registration at the University in the degree program in which the 
student was registered at the time of the offence 

 Restraining orders in the case of threats to individuals or restitution for property or other damages 

 Expunging grades or revoking degrees 

 Suspension of a student from the University, which shall not exceed three years 

 Expulsion, which shall be permanent 
Please Note: The full text of Policy 71 is available electronically on the Web. Copies can also be obtained from the Secretariat 
(Needles Hall, Room 3060C); the Coordinator, Ethical Behaviour and Human Rights (Mathematics and Computer Building, Room 
4049); and the Ombudsperson (Student Life Centre, Room 2128). 
Refer to the section at the end of Policy 33 for a list of on-campus individuals, services/facilities available to advise and assist 
students. 
 

Course begins Monday, September 14, 2009 
ALL TIMES EASTERN 

Please Note: The following course schedule corresponds with the 8th edition of the textbook. If you have an earlier edition please 
see the course materials page. 



Week Lecture Module Readings Course Requirements and Due Dates 

Week 1 
1 - Introduction, History and 
Research Methods 

Textbook Modules: 
1, 2, 3, 44, 45 

Introduce Yourself 
  

Week 2  
  

2 - Behavioural Neuroscience I 

Textbook Modules: 
4, 5, 6, 35 
Scientific American: 
June 1994: "Emotion, Memory and 
the Brain", Joseph LeDoux 

One Minute Summary (OMS) for Week 01 
Due: Sunday, September 20, 2009 at 11:55 PM 

Week 3 
3 - Behavioural Neuroscience 
II 

Textbook Modules: 
12, 13, 14, 15, 18 

OMS for Week 02  
Due: Sunday, September 27, 2009 at 11:55 PM 
 
  

Week 4 
4 - Developmental Psychology 
I 

Textbook Modules: 
21, 22, 23, 30 
  

OMS for Week 03  
Due: Sunday, October 4, 2009 at 11:55 PM 
Term Test #1 (8%) 
Weeks 1-3 material 
Available: Wednesday, October 7, 2009 (5:30 AM) 
-  Thursday, October 8, 2009 (8:30 AM) 
 
  

Week 5 
5 - Developmental Psychology 
II 

Textbook Modules: 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11 
  

OMS for Week 04 
Due: Sunday, October 11, 2009 at 11:55 PM 

Week 6 6 - Cognitive Psychology I 

Textbook Modules: 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28 
  
Scientific American: 
September 1997: "Creating False 
Memories", Elizabeth F. Loftus 

OMS for Week 05  
Due: Sunday, October 18, 2009 at 11:55 PM 

Week 7 7 - Cognitive Psychology II 
Textbook Modules: 
16, 17, 29 
  

OMS for Week 06 
Due: Sunday, October 25, 2009 at 11:55 PM 
Term Test #2 (8%) 
Weeks 4-6 material 
Available: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 (5:30 
AM) -Thursday, October 29, 2009 (8:30 AM) 
  

Week 8 8 - Clinical Psychology I 

Textbook Modules: 
47, 48, 49, 50, 51 
  
 
  

OMS for Week 07 
Due: Sunday, November 1, 2009 at 11:55 PM 

Week 9 9 - Clinical Psychology II 

Textbook Modules: 
19, 52, 53, 54 
  
Scientific American: 
February 1995: "Manic-Depressive 
Illness and Creativity", Kay Redfield 
Jamison 

OMS for Week 08  
Due: Sunday, November 8, 2009 at 11:55 PM 
 
  

Week 10 10 - Social Psychology I 
Textbook Modules: 
46, 55, 56 
  

OMS for Week 09  
Due: Sunday, November 15, 2009 at 11:55 PM 
Term Test #3 (8%) 
Weeks 7-9 material 
Available: Wednesday, November 18, 2009 (5:30 



AM) -Thursday, November 19, 2009 (8:30 AM) 

Week 11 11 - Social Psychology II 
Textbook Modules: 
33, 38, 39, 40, 57 
  

OMS for Week 10  
Due: Sunday, November 22, 2009 at 11:55 PM 
Application Paper (20%) 
Due: Wednesday, November 25, 2009 at 11:55 
PM 

Week 12 
12 - Applications of 
Psychology: Sex, Success, and 
Health 

Textbook Modules: 
36, 37, 41, 42 
  
Scientific American: 
January 1998: "The Placebo Effect", 
Walter A. Brown 

OMS for Week 11  
Due: Sunday, November 29, 2009 at 11:55 PM 
Term Test #4 (8%) 
Weeks 10-12 material 
Available: Wednesday, December 2, 2009 (5:30 
AM) - Thursday, December 3, 2009 (8:30 AM) 
OMS for Week 12  
Due: Sunday, December 6, 2009 at 11:55 PM 

Final Exam (40%) 
Exam Dates 
Students writing outside Waterloo—Saturday, December 12, 2009. 
Students writing on campus at UW will write at one of three sessions running on Friday, December 11, 2009 and Saturday, 
December 12, 2009; students do not choose at which session they will write. 
All students taking Distance Education courses, including on-campus students, must provide examination arrangement information 
by Friday, October 2, 2009. 
Examination schedule details will be available on Quest approximately four weeks before the exam date. 

Official Grades and Academic Standings are available through Quest. 
Please note: You will not have access to your course in UW-ACE after Sunday, January 3, 2010. 

 


