
Is one of the intended purposes of the activity, project, or data collection “research”?   

The definition of research is “an undertaking intended to extend knowledge through a disciplined inquiry or systematic investigation”. 

Will the undertaking involve living human participants who may be observed, provide 
information, data, or responses to interventions, stimuli, or questions that are in-
tended to help answer the research question? 

Yes or Not Sure No or Not Sure 

Is the sole intended purpose of the undertaking for uWaterloo quality assessment 
or management purposes to improve services or practices within a program, de-
partment, club, or faculty? 

No 

Contact the uWaterloo office of Institu-
tional Analysis and Planning (IAP) for 
information on the review of surveys 
and evaluations conducted on campus. 

The undertaking may constitute 
research requiring ethics review.  
Contact the Office of Research 
Ethics (ORE) to discuss. 

Yes 

Will  the undertaking involve 
individuals whose involve-
ment is intended to answer 
the research question? 

REB review 
and approval 
is needed. 

REB review is not re-
quired when the research 
may involve individuals 
who are not themselves 
the focus of the research 
to obtain information. 
Such individuals are not 
considered participants.  

Yes No 

Yes 

Will the undertaking 
involve the observation 
of people? 

No 

Yes No 

REB review is not required for the observa-
tion of people in public places when it does 
not involve any staged intervention or direct 
interaction with individuals or groups, there 
is no expectation of privacy, and dissemina-
tion of results do not identify individuals. 

This does not ap-
pear to be human 
participant re-
search requiring 
ethics review. 

Will the observation 
of people be in pub-
lic places? Refer to 
the definition of 
public places. 

Yes No 

REB review and 
approval is 
needed. 

Will the undertaking involve 
the use of human biological 
materials derived from liv-
ing or deceased individuals?  

Will the undertaking rely 
exclusively on publicly 
available literature or 
other information? 

Will the undertaking use a 
person’s data or information 
that was collected for one 
purpose but now being pro-
posed for another purpose?  

This does not 
appear to be 
human partici-
pant research 
requiring ethics 
review. 

Yes No Yes No Yes No 

REB review and 
approval may be 
needed. Contact 
the ORE. 

REB review 
and approval 
is needed. 

This does not appear to be 
human participant research 
requiring ethics review. 

When in doubt about your undertaking and whether it is considered human participant 
research requiring ethics review contact the Office of Research Ethics (ORE) to discuss. 

https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#:~:text=For%20the%20purposes%20of%20this%20Policy%2C%20%22research%22%20is%20defined%20as%20an%20undertaking%20intended%20to%20extend%20knowledge%20through%20a%20disciplined%20inquiry%20and/
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#:~:text=Research%20Requiring%20Research%20Ethics%20Board%20Review
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#:~:text=Quality%20assurance%20and,of%20REB%20review.
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#:~:text=Quality%20assurance%20and,of%20REB%20review.
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#:~:text=Quality%20assurance%20and,of%20REB%20review.
https://uwaterloo.ca/institutional-analysis-planning/
https://uwaterloo.ca/institutional-analysis-planning/
mailto:researchethics@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:researchethics@uwaterloo.ca
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter10-chapitre10.html#:~:text=to%20document%20consent.-,Observational%20Studies,-Observation%20may%20be
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter10-chapitre10.html#:~:text=to%20document%20consent.-,Observational%20Studies,-Observation%20may%20be
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a:~:text=REB%20review%20is%20not%20required%20for%20research%20involving,results%20does%20not%20allow%20identification%20of%20specific%20individuals.
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a:~:text=REB%20review%20is%20not%20required%20for%20research%20involving,results%20does%20not%20allow%20identification%20of%20specific%20individuals.
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a:~:text=REB%20review%20is%20not%20required%20for%20research%20involving,results%20does%20not%20allow%20identification%20of%20specific%20individuals.
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a:~:text=REB%20review%20is%20not%20required%20for%20research%20involving,results%20does%20not%20allow%20identification%20of%20specific%20individuals.
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a:~:text=REB%20review%20is%20not%20required%20for%20research%20involving,results%20does%20not%20allow%20identification%20of%20specific%20individuals.
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#a:~:text=REB%20review%20is%20not%20required%20for%20research%20involving,results%20does%20not%20allow%20identification%20of%20specific%20individuals.
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter10-chapitre10.html#:~:text=Observational%20studies%20may%20be%20undertaken%20in%20publicly%20accessible%20spaces%20(e.g.%2C%20a%20stadium%2C%20library%2C%20museum%2C%20planetarium%2C%20beach%2C%20park)%2C%20
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter10-chapitre10.html#:~:text=Observational%20studies%20may%20be%20undertaken%20in%20publicly%20accessible%20spaces%20(e.g.%2C%20a%20stadium%2C%20library%2C%20museum%2C%20planetarium%2C%20beach%2C%20park)%2C%20
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter10-chapitre10.html#:~:text=Observational%20studies%20may%20be%20undertaken%20in%20publicly%20accessible%20spaces%20(e.g.%2C%20a%20stadium%2C%20library%2C%20museum%2C%20planetarium%2C%20beach%2C%20park)%2C%20
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter12-chapitre12.html
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter12-chapitre12.html
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter12-chapitre12.html
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#:~:text=are%20outlined%20below.-,Article%202.2,-Research%20does%20not
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#:~:text=are%20outlined%20below.-,Article%202.2,-Research%20does%20not
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter2-chapitre2.html#:~:text=are%20outlined%20below.-,Article%202.2,-Research%20does%20not
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter5-chapitre5.html#d:~:text=retention%20of%20information.-,D.%20Consent%20and%20Secondary%20Use%20of%20Information%20for%20Research%20Purposes,-Secondary%20use%20refers
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter5-chapitre5.html#d:~:text=retention%20of%20information.-,D.%20Consent%20and%20Secondary%20Use%20of%20Information%20for%20Research%20Purposes,-Secondary%20use%20refers
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter5-chapitre5.html#d:~:text=retention%20of%20information.-,D.%20Consent%20and%20Secondary%20Use%20of%20Information%20for%20Research%20Purposes,-Secondary%20use%20refers
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter5-chapitre5.html#d:~:text=retention%20of%20information.-,D.%20Consent%20and%20Secondary%20Use%20of%20Information%20for%20Research%20Purposes,-Secondary%20use%20refers
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter5-chapitre5.html#d:~:text=retention%20of%20information.-,D.%20Consent%20and%20Secondary%20Use%20of%20Information%20for%20Research%20Purposes,-Secondary%20use%20refers
mailto:researchethics@uwaterloo.ca

