
 

CURAC/ARUCC presents… 

Costa Rica: A World of Nature 
with Optional 5-Night Colombia Post Tour Extension 

February 22 – March 4, 2028 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

For more information contact  
Collette  

1-844-217-0343   
Please refer to booking#1477070 

 
 

 



  

Small Group Travel rewards travellers with new perspectives. 
With just 12-24 passengers, these are the personal adventures 
that today's cultural explorers dream of. 

12 Days ● 23 Meals: 11 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 8 Dinners  

HIGHLIGHTS… Tortuguero National Park, Hanging Bridges, 
Manuel Antonio National Park, Zip Lining or Volcano Lava 
Field, Chocolate-Making Demostration & Tasting, River Safari, 
Jungle Crocodile Safari 
 

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1 Doubletree Cariari Hotel, San Jose 
Days 2, 3 Evergreen Lodge, Tortuguero 
Days 4, 5 Tilajari Hotel Resort, San Carlos 
Days 6 – 8 Hotel Lomas del Volcan, Arenal 
Days 9, 10 Los Suenos Marriott Costa Rica, Playa 

Herraduras 
Day 11 Doubletree Cariari Hotel, San Jose 

On some dates alternate hotels may be used. 
 

 
 
 

Day 1: Tuesday, February 22, 2028 San Jose, Costa Rica 
Pura vida. In English, it translates to “the simple life.” But pura 
vida is so much more: it’s an attitude; a celebration of life in the 
moment. It’s time to experience what pura vida means to you. 
You’re on your way to explore a place that’s unlike anywhere else 
in the world, where pura vida is an unofficial motto and a way of 
life. Welcome to the emerald of Central America: Costa Rica. As 
travellers' arrival times will vary, you have no group activities or 
meals planned today. 
 

Day 2: Wednesday, February 23, 2028 San Jose - Tortuguero 
National Park 
Seemingly endless mountain horizons. Complex evergreen 
forests. These are the wonders of Tortuguero National Park. Travel 
by boat* to your hotel before heading further down the rivers and 
canals to the world’s first sea turtle research station. Later, have 
time to explore Tortuguero town with your Tour Manager. Get 
away from it all and relax at your lodge set in the middle of the 
jungle, your home for the next two nights. From the morning calls 
of the monkeys to the gentle chatter of the birds, listen to the 
active sounds of the rainforest around you. (B, L, D) 
 

Day 3: Thursday, February 24, 2028 Tortuguero National Park 
Begin the day on an excursion to search for the elusive green 
macaw and other unique winged creatures that flock to 
Tortuguero. Embark on a nature cruise, getting a glimpse into the 
habitat of jaguars, manatees, ocelots, and more. The rest of the 
afternoon is yours to enjoy your Tortuguero resort. Tonight, your 
group will enjoy an exclusive experience with a local from 
Tortuguero. He’ll share personal stories about his life in this 
remote village and give you a demonstration of how coconuts are 
harvested and prepared. Then, savour a local treat – freshly made 
coconut candy – crafted just for you. (B, L, D) 
 

Day 4: Friday, February 25, 2028 Tortuguero National Park - 
Sarapiquí - San Carlos 
Take a boat back to the mainland and make your way towards 
Sarapiquí and Tirimbina Rainforest Centre. Today will be an 
Impact Moment as you visit a cacao plantation at the Tirimbina 
Rainforest Centre — an ecotourism destination that is vigilant of 
environmental, social, and economic impact. Learn the process of 
sustainably converting seed from bean to bar on a private tour 
and taste for yourself why it’s called “the food of the gods.” Later, 
arrive at your secluded nature resort, nestled on the edge of the 
San Carlos River. Stroll the botanical garden lined with fruit trees, 
including lemon, soursop, guava, mango and tangerine. (B, L, D) 
 

Day 5: Saturday, February 26, 2028 San Carlos 
Explore the beauty of your surroundings on a Peñas Blancas River 
Safari. Paddle and float down the river on a peaceful adventure, 
taking in the sights and sounds of the rainforest as your naturalist 
guide describes the intricacies of the wildlife around you. Visit the 
finca of a local family and try homemade snacks such as banana 
bread, local coffee, and more. End your day with a guided walk 
through a private, primary forest reserve for a look at the various 
flora and fauna. (B, D) 
 

Day 6: Sunday, February 27, 2028 San Carlos - Arenal 
Today, suspended over the rainforest floor, relish a bird's-eye view 
of the jungle on a guided tour of Arenal’s famous hanging 
bridges. High above the jungle canopies, marvel at natural world 
around you. Later, settle into your resort where you’ll be 
surrounded by striking views of Arenal’s famous volcano for the 
next three nights. (B, D) 
 

Day 7: Monday, February 28, 2028 Arenal 
Today, it’s your choice! Since Costa Rica is the birthplace of zip 
lining, glide over the canopies on a mind-blowing rip through the 
jungle -OR- make your way across lava fields for an up-close-and-
personal look at the volcano on a moderate hike along the trails 
formed by lava during the 1968 eruption. The afternoon is yours to 
spend as you please. Perhaps you’ll discover the town of La 
Fortuna or relax by the hotel’s pool. Also consider an optional 
excursion to a family-owned finca with an included farm to table 
lunch. (B, D) 
 



Day 8: Tuesday, February 29, 2028 Arenal 
In the shadow of Arenal Volcano, the day is yours to enjoy at 
leisure. Perhaps, if you’re feeling adventurous, you’ll opt for an 
exhilarating white water rafting experience.** Or simply hang 
back at the resort, explore the grounds, and soak in the views. (B) 
 

Day 9: Wednesday, March 1, 2028 Arenal - Playa Herradura 
This morning, wake up and smell the coffee at a local farm that 
produces some of Costa Rica’s well-known beans. Take a private 
tour with local plantation workers and have a chance to discuss 
what life is like for these coffee farmers. In the afternoon, head to 
Playa Herradura and settle into your resort for the next two nights. 
As the day draws to a close, watch the sun set over the Pacific 
alongside birds in every colour of the rainbow. (B, D) 
 

Day 10: Thursday, March 2, 2028 Playa Herradura - Manuel 
Antonio National Park - Playa Herradura 
Welcome to Manuel Antonio National Park, home to verdant 
rainforests and white sand beaches. In this natural wonderland, 
traverse the trails where the wild things are, or go for a swim in 
the turquoise waters as wildlife rummages in the canopies. 
Return to your resort later this afternoon with plenty of time to 
enjoy its many amenities at your leisure. (B) 
 

Day 11: Friday, March 3, 2028 Playa Herradura - Tárcoles - San 
Jose 
See wild crocodiles among the mangroves of Tárcoles’ Rio 
Grande. On this exhilarating jungle crocodile safari, you’ll boat 
beneath the towering jungle, looking along the river banks for a 
glimpse of these incredible creatures. Then say goodbye to the 
coast and hello to San Jose. Toast to the pura vida of Costa Rica 
tonight over a farewell dinner. (B, L, D) 
 

Day 12: Saturday, March 4, 2028 San Jose - Tour Ends 
Bid Costa Rica farewell as your tour comes to an end today. (B) 
 
 

 
 
 

Important Tour Information: 
 
The overall activity level of this tour is a level 3. This means you’re an on-
the-go traveller. You don’t want to miss a thing, so walking and standing 
for longer periods of time (2-3 hours) isn’t a big deal. A moderately paced 
two-and-a-half-hour walking tour, covering several miles, hills, and uneven 
surfaces, is no problem for you. Walking four miles over the course of a day 
is very doable, as is climbing into and out of various modes of 
transportation (tuk-tuk, cable car, zodiac, etc.). You can climb three flights 
of stairs easily and handle altitudes between 6,000 and 9,000 feet. Expect 
some longer days with early mornings or late nights balanced with free 
time to recharge or set out on your own adventure. This level is not 
appropriate for travellers who use wheelchairs, walkers, and other mobility 
assistance devices. 
 
Travel with an average of 19 people (maximum of 24). 
 
Due to the bumpy roads and long drives in Costa Rica, this tour may be 
uncomfortable for anyone with back or neck issues. 
 
Travellers must be in good health as sightseeing requires walking on 
uneven terrain; wheelchairs and walkers cannot be accommodated on this 
tour. 
 
If you require any special assistance while on tour, please make us aware at 
the time of reservation so the necessary request form can be sent to your 
attention. 
 
Costa Rica’s tropical climate brings warm temperatures, high humidity, 
and frequent rainfall. 
 
Rainy season typically runs from May through November, with frequent 
showers — often in the afternoons. 
 
The roads in Costa Rica are notoriously poor and impacted by heavy rains 
each season making them bumpy and requiring lower driving speeds. You 
can expect winding and some unpaved roads along the way. 
 
In order to experience all that we have included on this tour, three of the 
tour days will require driving and/or a boat transfer with 4-5 hours of actual 
time in transit. 

  
 

Per Person Land Rates*:  
Double $5,399; Single $6,699; Triple $5,349 
  

Not included in price: Cancellation Waiver and Insurance of $699 per person, Hotel Transfers of $150 per person 
and Round Trip Air 
 
**Call 1-844-217-0343 for airfare quote 
 
* All Rates are Per Person and are subject to change 

 
 

 

For more information on extensions and options for this tour visit 
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1477070 



 
This tour features four days where you have full days of sightseeing 
requiring morning departures from your hotel returning late afternoon. 
Additionally, five of the touring days you will depart your hotel before 8:30 
a.m. 
 
We make every effort to immerse you in Costa Rica’s incredible nature and 
wildlife, but sightings cannot be guaranteed. Animals are wild and may 
behave unpredictably — keep a safe distance, stay alert, and follow your 
guide’s instructions. 
 
Museum visits and shopping may be affected by the observance of 
religious or local holidays. 
 
The days and order of sightseeing may change to best utilize your time on 
tour. 
 
**White water rafting is subject to the operator's safety restrictions. 
 
During our stay in Tortuguero, you will be staying in an eco-lodge. This is 
an experiential stay that will expose you to amazing wildlife. The rooms are 
rustic and basic but comfortable. There is a ceiling fan but no air 
conditioning available. Tortuguero National Park lodges can only be 
accessed by motorboat. 
 
Hotel check-in on your day of arrival is 3:00 p.m. Rooms may not be 
available prior to that time. 
 
Many accommodations can be spread out, and you should be prepared to 
walk on a variety of terrains to get to public spaces like resort lobbies and 
restaurants. You may need to access your room through outdoor 
pathways. 
 
Elevators and air conditioning are not available in most accommodations 
used on this tour. 
 
Single accommodations are limited and are available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Single rate subject to change based on availability. 
 
Travellers with dietary restrictions or food allergies should be aware that 
included meals may feature pre-set menus showcasing local cuisine. 
Dietary needs may be shared with restaurant staff when possible; however, 
accommodations cannot be guaranteed. Travellers are encouraged to 
discuss their needs with their Tour Manager while on tour. Due to local 
ingredients and food preparation practices, options may be limited and 
cross-contamination may occur. 
 
Smaller coaches, which may not be lavatory-equipped, may be used on 
this tour. In this case, frequent stops are made during travel periods. 
 
To complete your tour, we include round-trip airport-to-hotel transfers 
when purchasing our airfare with your tour. If you have arranged for your 
own air, we are pleased to provide you the option of purchasing these 
transfers. Please note that all transfers will leave at pre-scheduled times. 
 
*Due to luggage size and weight restrictions on the boats, please bring an 
overnight bag for the 2-night stay in Tortuguero National Park. Your main 
luggage stays in San Jose and joins you upon your return to the mainland. 
 
For air-inclusive reservations, the name provided at time of booking must 
match your government-issued ID that will be used during travel. Name 
changes are subject to penalties. 
 
Due to flight schedules, flights arriving into San Jose via Air Canada may 
arrive after midnight. Therefore, you may want to consider booking a pre-
night (at an additional cost) as Day 2 activities will begin early in the 
morning. 
 
Please be advised, many airlines do not provide advance seat assignments 
until check-in at the airport. Advance seating will be subject to the airline's 
terms and conditions. 
 
Prepaid tipping is not available on our tours. Gratuities for your Tour 
Manager, primary motor coach driver, and other applicable services are 
not included in the cost of your tour. Additional gratuity guidance can be 
found within the final travel documents you'll receive prior to departure. 
 

Economy air rate and schedule are applicable for groups of 10 or more 
travelling on the same flights and dates. 
Travel Requirements: 
 
Documentation is required by foreign governments for all trips outside 
Canada. You should visit Global Affairs Canada at https://travel.gc.ca/ for 
general information about passports and visa requirements. Some 
countries require a visa in addition to a valid passport for entry, so it is 
important that you check with the appropriate foreign consulate or 
embassy for specific entry requirements and details you need to know 
regarding how and when to obtain the visa. Please remember the 
possession of valid passports and necessary visas are the responsibility of 
each traveller. If you would like assistance in ensuring you have the proper 
visa(s) for your trip outside of Canada, we would be happy to refer you to a 
company that can assist you.  
We strongly recommend that you have a valid passport (with seven-
month validity) for all travel outside Canada.  
Please be advised transit visas may be required if connecting through a 
country on route to your final destination.  
INSURANCE 
When travelling outside Canada, health insurance is required. Contact your 
booking agent for more details.  
TRAVEL CONDITIONS 
There may be different living standards and practices and different 
standards and conditions with respect to the provision of services and 
accommodations outside of Canada. 
 
Collette will provide all necessary information, updates, and supporting 
documents for your travel requirements, including visa and Electronic 
Travel Authorizations (ETAs), if required, approximately 60-90 days prior to 
your departure. 
 
A deposit of $349 per person is due upon reservation.   Reservations 
are made on a first come, first served basis. Reservations made after 
the seat reduction date of July 15, 2027 are based upon availability. 
Final payment due by November 24, 2027. Deposits are refundable up 
until July 22, 2027. 
 
BC Reg. #23337; Travel Industry Council of Ontario Reg. # 3206405 

 

For important reservation information visit 
https://gateway.gocollette.com/link/1477070. 

You can also find this information on your tour documents. 


