
Managed retreat is the strategic relocation
of buildings, infrastructure, and other
assets away from high-risk areas.

For communities experiencing recurrent
hazards, relocation might be the best
option to reduce long-term risks.

Retreat is often implemented reactively
after a disaster, and this can lead to
inequitable, maladaptive outcomes.

In other cases, retreat is left off the table,
leaving communities to rebuild in the
same place without reducing risks.
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But when retreat is proactively integrated
into community planning processes, it can
be a powerful climate adaptation tool.

Retreating from Risk
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