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Professor Thomas F. Coleman holds the Ophelia Lazaridis University Research Chair at the 

University of Waterloo. The focus of this chair is on the  design of efficient optimization 

methodologies targeted to a variety of  scientific and industrial applications. In addition, Coleman 

is the director of  WatRISQ, an institute comprised of quantitative and computational finance 

researchers spanning several Faculties at the University of Waterloo.   

 

In 2010-2011 Coleman served on the “oversight committee” to establish the new national 

institute, the Global Risk Institute in Financial Services (GRI), a not-for-profit private/public 

organization. He chaired the GRI subcommittee, the Research Structure Committee, to establish 

the GRI research mandate and funding framework. He now serves as a Senior Research Advisor. 

 

From 2005 to 2010 Coleman served as the dean of the Faculty of Mathematics at  the University 

of Waterloo. This Faculty of five departmental units consists of 200 faculty members, 5000 

undergraduates, close to 1000 graduate students.  During Coleman’s tenure as dean, the Faculty 

of Mathematics acquired funds for, and began the construction of a new Faculty building (Math 

3), became a founding member of  a new UW campus in the UAE, established outreach offices in 

Toronto and Shanghai, developed numerous international partnerships, and, with the support of 

the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation ($12.5M), greatly expanded the high school reach of the 

Centre for Education in Mathematics and Computing . 

 

 Prior to 2005 Coleman was a professor of computer science at Cornell University; he was a 

faculty member in the Computer Science Department at Cornell University for 24 years, 1981-

2005. In the period 1998-2005 he was also the director of the Cornell Theory Center (CTC – a 

supercomputer applications center). He was  chair of the SIAM Activity Group on Optimization 

(1998-2001).  During his tenure as CTC director, Coleman founded and directed CTC-Manhattan, 

a computational finance academic-industry-government venture located at 55 Broad Street in 

New York.  

 

Coleman is the author of three books on computational mathematics, the editor of six 

proceedings, and has published over eighty journal articles in the areas of optimization, automatic 

differentiation, parallel computing, computational finance, and optimization applications. 

Coleman is currently on the editorial board of several professional journals. Coleman had 

developed, with colleagues, both freely-available and commercial software for optimization use 

and application. 

 

Coleman began his professional career, after finishing his PhD in mathematics at the University 

of Waterloo, with a 2-year postdoctoral appointment in the Applied Mathematics Division at 

Argonne National Laboratory in Chicago. 
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