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Farah Mohd Fadzil
With the uncertainty of the future, how do you see the hEDGE conference moving forward?

Jennie L.
S, I think the past year, we probably faced the most unprecedented times that anyone has ever experienced. So, when Adam and I thought about how the conference was going to be run this year, I think ideally, we would’ve wanted it to be in person because hEDGE is such a unique experience. Normally, we would be able to take you to the headquarters of every single one of our corporate sponsors and the workshops would be directly held there. So, I think for this year, we wanted to be able to mimic that feeling for students, even if it was going to be in a virtual setting. We wanted to have a setting where it could be interactive but at the same time, being able to host something at this scale. On HopIn, we were able to host keynote speakers, we were able to host workshops and networking and have them flow from one to another without any sort of abrupt transition. I would say, that was one way that we prepared for the future and what is to come, which is the conference going digital. I think moving forward, ideally, we would love to transition to in person, but I think now that we’ve proven that the hedge conference can be run virtually, it’s definitely a viable option for future years if in person doesn’t work out. 

Adam C.
Despite the future being uncertain and we’ve been facing uncertainty for the past 12, 13, 14 months here, I think the hEDGE conference is going to move forward, and it is going to be great moving forward. one of the things we really focused on as the student organizing body for hedge, is building a team that we are confident in, will be able to continue with the conference going forward, and also helping the people on the team learn more about the conference, more about finance, and just be able to succeed whether academically, professionally or in life in general. So I have incredible confidence in our team moving forward. I think that we have the precedence for both in person and virtual conferences and it’s going to be a hit. The hEDGE conference is something that we are going to continue to need moving forward, because there’s always going to be students who are interested in learning more about finance, who want the resources in order to “break in” to financial careers and to form those connections. I think no matter what happens, in the future, there’s going to be a good conference coming.

Garvin Blair
You ask about uncertainties, I’d prefer to focus on, not uncertainties but certainties. Certainties are that we’ve got a group, a lot of really great students who want to get into finance, that’s a certainty. The other certainty is that firm are going to continue to hire, and we’ve seen that with COVID. A year ago, people thought that Armageddon is upon us, well no, economies bounced back, firms are hiring, we’ve got great students. So hEDGE, with certainty, going to one way or the other, online or in person, going to facilitate, bringing everyone together that way. The final certainty is finance is a fantastic career, so, all the more better. 


