
Required Course Learning 
Resources

Physical resources that become 
property of the student (e.g. lab 

kits, art supplies, iClicker)

Learning Resources not used 
for course assessment (e.g. 

textbook, e-text)

Student-purchased 
Learning Resources 
required for course 

assessment (e.g. digital 
quizzes, assignments, 

tests)

Can be compulsory for 
students to purchase

Cannot be compulsory for students to purchase, 
but students are responsible for accessing the 

material within the recommended resource via 
other means: borrow, share, purchase a used 

copy of the resource, accessing on library 
reserve, etc. 

Can be compulsory for students to purchase if:
- cost of assessment piece is <$50, and
- grade value of assessment piece is <20%, and
-resource not available through university-
supported tools
 

If the resource used in assessment is >$50 and/
or the grade value of the assessment is >20% of 
the course, the resource can be compulsory for 

students but the instructor must provide an 
alternative no-cost assessment for students 

who cannot purchase the assessment resource.  

Some exceptions to the $50/20% guideline may 
be granted within limits (<$100/<35%) by the 

Dean of the Faculty, (or delegate) with rationale.  
Exceptions >$100/>35% must be requested from 

the AVPA. 

Guidelines for Third-Party Course Learning Resources


