
report on giving
2 0 1 2 / 2 0 1 3



to our loyal supporters

Each time we award a new scholarship, construct a new building,  

or add a new academic program, we are reminded how incredibly  

fortunate we are to have your support.

Many of our programs and much of our core infrastructure are not 
funded by government grants or tuition revenue. From the major gifts 
that help us plan for the future, to the steady flow of annual gifts that 
gives us the flexibility to respond to the most urgent needs of our 
students and faculties, your contributions truly make the difference 
between moving forward and going without.

A large group of dedicated supporters also exists on our own campus. 
Waterloo faculty, staff, and retirees donate through the Keystone 
Campaign to help provide an exceptional education and a rewarding 
experience for every student. Keystone has been recognized as one  
of the most successful campus community campaigns in Canada,  
and I am very proud to be part of it.

In the following pages, the impact of your support is echoed over 
and over – in the impressive number of scholarships awarded, in the 
construction of new buildings, and in the international experiences of 
our students. As the charts to the right illustrate, these achievements 
have been possible because of donors who cared enough to give – 
donors just like you. Our gifts ensure we can bring promising students 
together with our outstanding teachers and researchers, to position 
them for many diverse and challenging careers. 

Thank you.

FerIdun HAMdullAHpur 
presIdenT And VICe-CHAnCellOr

sOurCe OF GIFTs

11,183
donors

Alumni/Honorary  
Alumni
$13.2 million 

Organizations
$15.9 million 

Students*
$2.2 million   

Friends
$17.1 million   

Faculty/Staff/ 
Retirees

$0.5 million 

Foundations
$8.0 million 

* total does not include the thousands of students each year 
who make voluntary contributions.

desIGnATIOn OF GIFTs

$57.1
 million

Programs
$8.4 million   

Research
$12.1 million 

Chairs and 
Professorships
$2.6 million 

Buildings
$26.2million  

Scholarships
$7.8 million 
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SEttinG a yOunG EntrEPrEnEur  
On thE Path tO SuccESS

One of the keys to business success is to find what you’re good at 

and pair it with what you’re passionate about. For Garrett Gottlieb, 

that meant software development and fitness. So Garrett teamed 

up with his friend Phil Jacobson, to create a mobile app that’s 

essentially a virtual fitness coach. 

Garrett took the idea to enterprise Co-op, which provides budding entrepreneurs with the 
expert advice and seed funding they need to launch a new business venture. Here, Garrett 
pitched the idea to a panel of judges in a dragons’ den-like competition known as the 
e-launch scholarships. He emerged one of just five students that term to win a coveted 
$4,000 award.

“The e-launch scholarships motivate young entrepreneurs to develop their ideas and take 
action towards commercial success,” explained nigel stokes (MAsc ’82, systems design 
engineering), whose donation established the awards in 2011. By all accounts, nigel’s 
vision is playing out just as he intended.

“Winning the award motivated me to work even harder,” said Garrett. “now, almost a year 
later, I can honestly say that it was the spark that grew into the flame that is now pumpup. 
It’s been a lot of hard work and we’ve already accomplished so much, but we definitely  
are not slowing down.”

pumpup officially launched in december, 2012.
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In THe pAsT TWO yeArs,  

29 yOunG enTrepreneurs HAVe 

reCeIVed e-lAunCH AWArds.

having my idea validated by a panel  

of successful judges felt like all the work  

i’d put into it was finally worth something.

- GArreTT GOTTlIeB, BMath, Computer science, in progress



eV3 building walks the talk on 
innovation and sustainability

the new Environment 3 (EV3)  

building on Waterloo’s main campus  

is one of canada’s most innovative  

and green buildings, and the first  

LEED canada Platinum structure  

at an Ontario university. 

André roy, dean of the Faculty of environment, 
explains why the label is so important. “eV3 is 
a bold step forward for our faculty and for the 
university as leaders in environmental sustainability. 
Achieving leed ‘platinum’ certification 
demonstrates our faculty’s commitment to 
implementing our core values in everything we do.”

puninda Thind (environment and Business, in 
progress) spends a lot of time in eV3. “The 
building is a reflection of what students are being 
taught about sustainability. It not only provides 
a wonderful studying space, but at almost every 
turn, there is a learning opportunity. In one of my 
courses, we walked around the building to assess 
the environmental implications of its features, from 
the green roof and lighting fixtures to the living 
wall. It’s great to be able to learn about this stuff by 
experiencing it every day.”

The Minto Group shares the faculty’s commitment 
to sustainably designed buildings. The company 
provided consulting services to the project, made 
a generous capital donation, and established the 
Minto real estate scholarship in environment and 
Business. In recognition of their contribution, eV3’s 
four-storey atrium was named the Minto Atrium.

f
a

c
t

ClOse TO 1,500 sTudenTs Are 

CurrenTly sTudyInG In eV3
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...we hope our students will be 

inspired to go out into the world 

and shape our sustainable future.

-  André rOy, dean, Faculty of environment

alumnus 
pays homage 
to former 
teacher

in our lifetime, there are only 

a few people who make a truly 

lasting impression.

-  JOHn Hele, BMath ’80

Polynomials, rational 

expressions, order  

of operations, the  

Pythagorean theorem. 

Math was not every high school 
kid’s favourite subject, but it was the 
right fit for John Hele. He continued 
to study math at the university 
of Waterloo, and went on to a 
rewarding career in finance.

last year, John decided to give 
back, with a donation to the new 
Math 3 building. In recognition of 
his gift, he was asked if he would 
like to have the building’s atrium 
named after him. The offer got him 
thinking. Immediately, his high school 
math teacher, Bruce White, came 
to mind. Mr. White has long been a 
champion of Waterloo, organizing 
field trips and steering many of his 
students to continue their studies 
at the university. naming the atrium 
after him seemed a perfect way for 
John to honour the man who had 
instilled a love of math in not just 
him, but thousands of students over 
the years.
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THe 90,000-sq. FT. MATH 3 BuIldInG ATTrACTs 

2,000 peOple eACH dAy InTO ITs ClAssrOOMs, 

OFFICes, And COMMOn AreAs.
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GWIlyM rOBerTs

intErnatiOnaL ExPEriEncE GrOWS GLObaL citizEnS

Laura Dyck recently completed her final year in the International 

Development Program, a partnership between the faculty of 

Environment and St. Paul’s college. 

“I just returned from a field placement in lima, peru, 
where I worked for the Centre for Black peruvian 
Women’s development. I chose this organization 
because of the incredible work they are doing to 
empower black women leaders.”

each year, hundreds of students like laura have the 
opportunity to learn and work abroad, thanks  
to a number of scholarships created by donors 
who are passionate about supporting international 
experiences for young people.

“receiving an international experience award has 
allowed me to gain the most from my time in peru. 
I travelled all over the country, engaged fully in 
my volunteer work, and focused on what I could 
contribute to the centre knowing that I didn’t have  
to worry about finances.”

Some of my greatest learning 
opportunities have come from 
outside the classroom.

-  lAurA dyCK, Bes, Honours International 
development, 2013 expected
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In 2012-13, 1,028 WATerlOO sTudenTs eMBArKed On An 

InTernATIOnAl experIenCe As pArT OF THeIr prOGrAM OF sTudy.

honouring 
academic 
excellence
charlie Page was deeply saddened to learn of the passing in 

September 2011 of one of his favourite professors, Gwilym Roberts, 

a much-loved faculty member in the Department of Earth and 

Environmental Sciences.

“I’ve had a successful career, and now I am at the point in  
my life where I want to give back.” - Charlie page, Msc ’83,  
earth sciences 

“professor roberts was a key player in providing me with the 
foundation I needed to be a good geologist,” said Charlie, former 
president & CeO of queenston Mining Inc. To honour Gwilym’s 
memory, Charlie, along with a small group of other graduates, 
decided to establish a scholarship in his name. He set a goal of 
$100,000, and kicked off the effort with his own gift of $10,000.  
He then reached out to former classmates for their support. In just 
one year, the endowment stands at close to 80 per cent of goal  
and Charlie is confident the goal will be met soon. 

This past March, Gwilym’s son, Owen, presented the first Gwilym 
roberts Memorial scholarship to a first-year student in earth and 
environmental sciences.

f
a

c
t

suppOrT FOr THe sCHOlArsHIp CAMe FrOM  

AluMnI ACrOss CAnAdA And ABrOAd.

ahS WELLnESS 
PrOGram a VitaL 
cOmmunity rESOurcE
When diane roberts was diagnosed with cancer 10 
years ago, she never imagined the university of Waterloo 
would play a key role in her recovery. “After my surgery in 
2002, followed by six months of chemotherapy, I had lost 
15 pounds, I was weak, and slept most of the time. Then  
I found uW Well-FIT.” 

uW Well-FIT is a unique exercise program for people in 
the Waterloo region who are undergoing chemotherapy, 
radiation, or hormonal therapy for the treatment of 
cancer. The program is one of many that link Waterloo’s 
Faculty of Applied Health sciences with community- 
based wellness services.

last October, to celebrate the program’s tenth anniversary, 
the Zonta Club of Kitchener-Waterloo made a generous 
donation. Club president Fran Fisher said, “Zonta has a 
strong history of supporting women’s health initiatives, 
and uW Well-FIT is a perfect fit with our mission.”
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OVer 1,000 pATIenTs HAVe 

pArTICIpATed In uW Well-FIT.

Our investment in uW WELL-Fit  
is an opportunity for us to make  
a meaningful impact on the lives 

of people in our community.

- FrAn FIsHer, president,  
Zonta Club of Kitchener-Waterloo



planned gift creates a legacy 
for future generations

Shauna born decided to pursue 

a master of Fine arts (mFa) 

degree at the university of 

Waterloo for two reasons – the 

reputation of the faculty, and 

the Keith and Winifred Shantz 

internship awards. 

The internships were created and funded 
by Mr. and Mrs. Keith shantz, a Waterloo 
couple who were deeply committed to 
nurturing young artists. After the couple’s 
passing, funding for the internships was 
assured in perpetuity through gifts from 
their estate. 

Through the shantz internships, four 
students each year spend four to six weeks 
working alongside a professional artist. 
shauna travelled to Berlin, Germany, to 
work with danish artist Kirstine roepstorff.

“during my time in Berlin, I assisted 
Kirstine in the preparation of two major 
museum exhibitions. I put together project 
proposals and dealt with galleries and 
collectors. I learned about technique and 
about the business of being an artist at 
her level. I know my internship experience 
will continue to influence my art in an 
important and lasting way.”
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THe lAurel sOCIeTy HOnOurs MOre 

THAn 500 peOple WHO HAVe COnFIrMed 

A plAnned GIFT TO WATerlOO. IF yOu 

HAVe InCluded WATerlOO In yOur esTATe 

plAnnInG, We enCOurAGe yOu TO nOTIFy 

THe OFFICe OF AdVAnCeMenT sO THAT yOur 

suppOrT CAn Be reCOGnIZed.

i am so grateful to 

Keith and Win Shantz 

for this unbelievable 

opportunity to travel 

and work in berlin.

-  sHAunA BOrn, MFA ’12
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the university of Waterloo 

is grateful to our generous 

community of donors for  

their pivotal role in shaping  

our past and future. 

For a complete list of  

donors, please visit  

uwaterloo.ca/support/donors

CHArITABle reGIsTrATIOn nuMBer 119260685rr0001

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT  |  519-888-4567, EXT. 32036

200 UNIVErsITy AVENUE WEsT, WATErlOO, ON, CANADA  N2l 3G1

http://uwaterloo.ca/support/donors
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