
University of Waterloo 2026 Teaching and Learning Conference Schedule

April 29, 2026 | Online Day

BRIANNA ZOOM HOST KEY: 435850C


	Time 
	Details

	9:00-9:20 a.m.
	Conference Kick-Off
Brief introductions by Dr. Annik Bilodeau and Brianna Bennett, Conference Organizers
Opening Remarks by Aldo Caputo, Integrated Teaching Support Unit, University of Waterloo


	9:30-10:30 a.m.
	Concurrent Sessions (100) – Zoom

	10:30-11:00 a.m.
	Break

	11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
	Concurrent Sessions (200) – Zoom

	12:00-1:00 p.m.
	Lunch break

	1:00-2:00 p.m.
	Concurrent Sessions (300) – Zoom








CONCURRENT SESSIONS 100 (9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.) 
*Sessions marked with an asterisk (*) are funded by the University of Waterloo Learning Innovation and Teaching Enhancement (LITE) grants.  

	Session 101: Workshop

	Session 102: Panel

	Session 103: Presentations
Using AI at UWaterloo
	Session 104: Alternative Session

	Session Host: Micheline Lang
	Session Host: Rachael Verbruggen
	Session Host: Natalie Chow
	Session Host: Sonell Malik

	Creating an AI Agent for Your Classroom: Evaluating the Potential of Personalized Learning and Assessment

Stephanie Boragina
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Melanie Misanchuk 
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo) 
Yasin Dahi
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)


	Beyond AI: Centering the Human Experience in Academic Settings

Amanda Cook
(Sexual Violence Prevention & Response Office, Waterloo)
Katie Damphouse 
(AccessAbility Services, Waterloo)
Rebecca MacAlpine 
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo) 
Jennifer O'Brien
(AccessAbility Services, Waterloo)
Melissa Strachan
(Counselling Services, Waterloo)


	103a: Using AI Safely in Teaching - Risks and Considerations
Scott Anderson 
(Information Systems and Technology, Waterloo)
Andriana Vanezi
(Information Systems and Technology, Waterloo)
103b: Navigating GenAI Alongside Instructors: Reflections from Teaching Centre Staff
Matthew Babela
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Natalie Chow
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo) 
Jason Thompson
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
103c: AI as Infrastructure for Listening: Opportunities & Limits of AI to Make Sense of Student Feedback at Scale
Sonya Buffone 
(Teaching Assessment Processes, Waterloo)
Kathy Becker
(Teaching Assessment Processes, Waterloo)





	Preparing Students for an AI-enabled Workplace
Erin Jobidon
(Centre for Work Integrated Learning, Waterloo)
Tonya Elliot
(Cooperative Education, Waterloo)








CONCURRENT SESSIONS 200 (11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.) 
*Sessions marked with an asterisk (*) are funded by the University of Waterloo Learning Innovation and Teaching Enhancement (LITE) grants.  

	Session 201: Workshop
	Session 202: Panel
	Session 203: Presentations
Developing Critical AI Literacy and Skills
	Session 204: Presentations
Centering Humans in Skill Development
	Session 205: Presentations
Communicating AI Use

	Session Host: Felicia Pantazi
	Session Host: Daniel Opperwall
	Session Host: David Thiessen
	Session Host: Kaylee Biggart
	Session Host: Veronica Stephenson

	Designing AI Coaches to Enhance Asynchronous Learning

Lynn Long
(Conflict Management Office, Waterloo)


	Innovating the Capstone Ecosystem: Graduate Mentorship, Leadership Development, and AI-Supported Learning

Maria Barichello 
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Derek Rayside 
(Electrical and Computer Engineering, Waterloo)
Ben Graham 
(Velocity, Waterloo)
Ben McDonald 
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Alex Jain 
(Environmental Planning, Waterloo)
Andrea Prier
(Future of Work Institute, Waterloo)



	203a: Agile Project Management Course Design: A Prototype-Driven Learning Perspective
Rajneesh Mahajan 
(Management, Niagara Falls) 
Naila Aaijaz 
(Management, Niagara Falls)

203b: Tags, Tokens, and Techniques: (Re)Understanding Prompt Engineering through the Technical and Professional Communication Practitioner’s Toolbox
Fatima Zohra
(English, Waterloo)





	204a: Experiential Learning as Ethic of Care in an Age of AI
Patience Boyd
(English and Cultural Studies, Huron)
Ella Riccio-Durocher
(English and Cultural Studies, Huron)
Alicia Robinet
(English and Cultural Studies, Huron)

204b: Educating the Human in an AI-Mediated World
Laura Rivera-Méndez
(Biology, Waterloo)
Jennifer Yuen
(Campus Wellness, Waterloo)



	205a: Beyond Warnings: Using Humour to Talk About AI Use
Elan Paulson
(AI Initiatives Manager, Guelph)

205b: A Postplagiarism Approach to Teaching: Making AI Visible in the Learning Process 
Fuat Ramazanov
(Acsenda School of Management, Vancouver)
Sarah Elaine Eaton
(Werklund School of Education, Calgary)

205c: Beyond Detection: Designing Assessments that Build Trust in the AI Era
Salman Lari
(Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering, Waterloo)











CONCURRENT SESSIONS 300 (1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.)
*Sessions marked with an asterisk (*) are funded by the University of Waterloo Learning Innovation and Teaching Enhancement (LITE) grants.  

	Session 301: Workshop
	Session 302: Panel
	Session 303: Presentations
Accessing Course Materials
	Session 304: Innovation Spotlights
	Session 305: Panel

	Session Host: Sonell Malik
	Session Host: Mary Power
	Session Host: Victoria Feth
	Session Host: Sarah Seabrook
	Session Host: Rebecca MacAlpine

	AI Resistant Design - Designing Assessments That AI is Likely to Fail

Kenneth N. McKay
(Management Science and Engineering, Waterloo)




	Using a Reflective Experiential Learning Framework to Prioritize the Learning Process in the Age of GenAI

Katherine Lithgow
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Emma McDougall
(School of Planning, Waterloo)
Mariam Mufti
(Political Science, Waterloo)
Calvin Young 
(Systems Design Engineering, Waterloo)


	*303a: Lecture Recordings and Notes: Do students make good choices?
Jennifer Ellingham
(Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering, 
Waterloo)
Carol Hulls
(Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering, Waterloo)
Jane Russwurm
(Writing and Communication Centre, Waterloo)
*303b: Keeping the Human in the Loop: OER Co-Creation and Reflective Assessment in an AI-Rich University 
Brendan Riggin
(Recreation and Leisure, Waterloo)
Brandon Dickson
(Balsillie School of International Affairs, Waterloo)
Jasmine Nitsotolis
(Kinesiology, Waterloo)
Donna Kotsopoulos
(Education, Western)
Boba Samuels
(Health Sciences Writing Centre, Toronto)

	304a: Using Artificial Intelligence to Generate Biological Images
Nazlee Sharmin
(Medicine & Dentistry, Alberta) 
Ava K. Chow
(Medicine & Dentistry, Alberta)
*304b: Introducing GenAI Essentials Through a Short Online Module 
Michelle Ogrodnik
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences, Waterloo)
Kate Mercer
(Library, Waterloo)
Daniel Opperwall
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
304c: Transforming Pre-Medical Curriculum to Acquire Artificial Intelligence Literacy
Rahaf Ali
(Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Western)
Jina Kum
(Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Western)
304d: How to Know What Your Math Class Understands When AI Does the Assignment
Karishma Punwani
(Senior Director, Academic Product Management)


	Keeping Learners in the Loop: What we Learned from Students Talking to Students About GenAI
Alina Zahid
(Architectural Engineering, Waterloo)
Angela Rooke 
(Student Success Office, Waterloo)
Bashirah Salami
(School of Environment, Enterprise and Development, Waterloo)
Bhavish Goyal
(Cheriton School of Computer Science, Waterloo)
Elise Vist
(Writing and Communication Centre, Waterloo)
Liz Newbery
(Writing and Communication Centre, Waterloo)
Mahekk Shaikh
(Electrical and Computer Engineering, Waterloo)
Mohamed Traore
(Cheriton School of Computer Science, Waterloo)
Pranavi Kotta
(Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering, Waterloo)
Rosanna He
(Systems Design Engineering, Waterloo)
Selvahini Kamalarajan
(Electrical and Computer Engineering, Waterloo)





