University of Waterloo 2026 Teaching and Learning Conference Schedule
April 30, 2026 | Science Teaching Complex (STC), Biology 2 (B2), and Federation Hall (Fed Hall), University of Waterloo
Schedule at a Glance 
Note: there will be a venue change for lunch – the schedule accounts for 10-minute travel time between stc and fed hall. a shuttle bus will be available to assist with travel between the two venues. 
	Time
	Details

	8:00-8:30 a.m.
	Pick up Registration Packages – Coffee and tea sponsored by the Faculty Association of the University of Waterloo
STC Main Commons

	8:30-9:00 a.m.
	Welcoming Remarks

8:30-8:40 a.m.
Dr. Annik Bilodeau and Brianna Bennett, Conference Organizers
Integrated Teaching Support Unit

8:40-8:50 a.m.
Dr. Vivek Goel, CM, OOnt
President and Vice-Chancellor, University of Waterloo

8:50-9:00 a.m.
Aldo Caputo, Director
Integrated Teaching Support Unit


	9:00-10:00 a.m.

	
 KEYNOTE ADDRESS – Plenary Session 

9:00-9:45 a.m.
Navigating a Jagged Future: Teaching in the Age of AI
Dr. Susan McCahan 
Associate Vice-President & Vice-Provost, Digital Strategies, and Vice-Provost, Innovations in Undergraduate Education, University of Toronto

9:45-10:00 a.m. 
Q&A Period
Moderation by Dr. Kelly Anthony
Director for the Faculty of Health, Faculty Association of the University of Waterloo


	10:00-10:30 a.m.
	Breakfast sponsored by the Faculty Association of the University of Waterloo  
STC Lobby 

	10:40-11:40 a.m.
	Concurrent Sessions (100) – STC and B2

	12:00-1:15 p.m.
	Lunch at Fed Hall – Main Hall

	1:30-2:15 p.m.
	Igniting our Practice
STC 1012

	2:30-3:30 p.m.
	Concurrent Sessions (200) – STC and B2

	3:30-3:45 p.m.
	Break – STC

	3:45-4:45 p.m.
	Concurrent Sessions (300) – STC and B2

	4:45-6:00 p.m.
	End-of-day Reception
Remarks by Lisa Habel, President, University of Waterloo Staff Association
Crudités and cheese platters sponsored by the University of Waterloo Staff Association / Cash Bar
Closing Remarks by Dr. David DeVidi, Associate Vice-President, Academic




Concurrent Sessions 100 (10:40 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.)
*Sessions marked with an asterisk (*) are funded by the University of Waterloo LITE grants.
	Session 101: Presentations
Implementing Human-Centered Pedagogies
Room STC 0010
	Session 102: Presentations
LITE Grant Showcase 1
Room STC 0020
	Session 103: Presentations
Shaping the Future of Work
Room STC 0040
	Session 104: Presentations
Centering Student and Faculty Members Perspectives
Room STC 0050
	Session 105: Panel
STC 0060

	
Session 106: Panel
GenAI at UWaterloo
STC 1012


	Session 107: Panel
B2 350


	101a: Keeping the Human at the Centre: Haudenosaunee Circle Pedagogy in AI-Supported Teacher Education
Kelly Fran Davis
(Geography, Waterloo)


101b: The “Human Factor” in the AI Era: Supporting Belonging in Large-Scale Assessment
Megan McCarthy
(Psychology, Waterloo) 
Christine Logel
(Social Development Studies, Waterloo)

101c: Talking to Students: A Model for Supporting Student Involvement in Designing AI-Responsive Assessments
Danielle Dilkes
(Centre for Teaching and Learning, Western)
Cortney Hanna-Benson
(Centre for Teaching and Learning, Western)
Nicole Campbell
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western)
	*102a: The Generative AI Paradox: Workforce Readiness vs Classroom Integration in the Faculty of Health
Laura Williams
(Health, Waterloo)
Michelle Ogrodnik
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences, Waterloo)

*102b: Patient Pro: Outcomes and Insights from a Generative AI–Based Virtual Standardized Patient in Pharmacy Education
Robin Andrade
(Work Integrated Learning, Waterloo)
Tom McFarlane
(Pharmacy, Waterloo)
Paul Gege
(Computer Science, Waterloo)


*102c: From Classrooms to Boardrooms: Building Student Competence in Professional Responsibility and Ethics through Work-Integrated Learning
Jennifer Dean 
(School of Planning, Waterloo)
Kristy Kilbourne
(School of Planning, Waterloo)


	*103a: Field Testing the CLEAR Reflective Process: Establishing a Reflective WIL Practice to Support Lifelong Learning
Monica Vesely
(Work Integrated Learning, Waterloo)

*103b: Career-Fit Confidence in an Evolving Field: Toward Classroom Interventions for Addressing Student (Mis)conceptions in AI Careers
Kate Percy-Robb
(Management Science and Engineering, Waterloo)
Ulyana Drahun
(Management Science and Engineering, Waterloo)
Alison Olechowski
(Mechanical and Industrial Engineering, Toronto)
James Magarian
(Engineering Leadership, Massachusetts Institute of Technology)
Sharon Ferguson
(Management Science and Engineering, Waterloo)

103c: Scaling the Instructor: AI Agents, Personalized Learning Experiences Using AI Simulations, and Creating Custom AI Instructional Tools
Ben Graham
(Velocity, Waterloo)

	*104a: What Students Really do with GenAI and Why: Insights from UX Behavioural Research that Inform Learner-Centred Assessment
Kristin Wilson
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
April Pereira
(Psychology, Waterloo)
Daniel Opperwall
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Erika Hardayal
(Psychology, Waterloo)
Pia Zeni
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)

104b: Helping Students Navigate Human Connections in the Era of AI
Noorin Manji
(Interaction Design and Business, Waterloo) 
Greg McIntyre
(Interaction Design and Business, Waterloo)

*104c: Graduate Supervision and Generative Artificial Intelligence: Perspectives, Strategies and Questions from University of Waterloo Faculty 
Nadine Fladd
(Writing and Communication Centre, Waterloo)
Kari D. Weaver
(Library, Waterloo; Ontario Council of University Libraries)
Zoe Weber
(Peace and Conflict Studies, Waterloo)

	What Students can Learn from Real People That AI Can't Teach

Jennifer Yessis
(School of Public Health Sciences, Waterloo)
Tania DelMatto 
(GreenHouse, Waterloo)
Laura Middleton
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences, Waterloo)
Erin Hogan
(GreenHouse, Waterloo)
Sean Geobey
(School of Environment, Enterprise, and Development, Waterloo)
Diane Williams 
(School of Public Health Sciences, Waterloo)

	106a: The Future of Teaching and Learning in the Context of AI – the View from Four UW Faculties

Paul Fieguth 
(Systems Design Engineering, Waterloo)
Greg Smith
(Information Systems and Technology, Waterloo)
Jeff Nagge
(School of Pharmacy, Waterloo)
Marcel O’Gorman
(English, Waterloo)
Mu Zhu
(Statistics and Actuarial Science, Waterloo)



106b: EdTech 2.0: A Unified EdTech Framework at Waterloo

Pam Fluttert 
(Information Systems and Technology)
Shawn Gilbertson
(W-Store, Waterloo)

	What Students can Learn from Real People That AI Can't Teach

Jennifer Yessis
(School of Public Health Sciences, Waterloo)
Tania DelMatto 
(GreenHouse, Waterloo)
Laura Middleton
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences, Waterloo)
Erin Hogan
(GreenHouse, Waterloo)
Sean Geobey
(School of Environment, Enterprise, and Development, Waterloo)
Diane Williams 
(School of Public Health Sciences, Waterloo)

Making Students “Robot-Proof”: How Interdisciplinary Capstones Can Foster Uniquely Human Capabilities

Brandon J. DeHart
(Waterloo RoboHub, Faculty of Engineering, Waterloo)
Alyson Colpitts
(Systems Design Engineering, Waterloo)
Douglas Peers
(Director of the Global Engagement Seminar program, History, Waterloo)
Michael Wood 
(School of Environment, Enterprise, and Development, Waterloo)
Shana MacDonald
(Communication Arts, Waterloo)
Derek Rayside
(Electrical and Computer Engineering, Waterloo)



Concurrent Sessions 200 (2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.)
*Sessions marked with an asterisk (*) are funded by the University of Waterloo LITE grants. 
	Session 201: Presentations
Developing AI Literacy
Room STC 0010
	Session 202: Presentations
LITE Grant Showcase 2
Room STC 0020
	Session 203: Presentations
Improving the Understanding of Feedback
Room STC 0040
	Session 204: Innovation Spotlights
Room 0050
	Session 205: Panel
Room 0060

	Session 206: Panel
STC 1012
	Session 207: 
Workshop B2 350

	201a: Lessons Learned from a Students as Partners Approach to Learning About Responsible Generative AI Use in Science
Cortney Hanna-Benson
(Centre for Teaching and Learning, Western)
Ken K.-C. Yeung
(Faculty of Science, Western)
Ryan Rakusin 
(Student, Western)

201b: Agree to Disagree: Re-Engineering Flipped Classroom Pedagogy for AI Literacy
Akshay Chadha
(Niagara Falls)
Sathy Srithar
(Business Management, Niagara Falls)

201c: A Stakeholder-Relevant Approach to AI Literacy
Matthew S.W. Silk 
(Philosophy, Wilfrid Laurier)
Ian J. MacDonald
(Philosophy, Waterloo)

	*202a: Engaging with Difference on Campus: Dialogic + Relational Aesthetics Pedagogy
Andrew Houston
(Communication Arts, Waterloo)
Reina Neufeldt
(Peace and Conflict Studies, Waterloo)

*202b: Two Sides of the Classroom: Investigating the Relationship Between Teaching Practices and Student and Instructor Well-Being
Megan McCarthy 
(Psychology, Waterloo)
Stacy Denton
(English Language and Literature, Waterloo) 
Leah Foster 
(Campus Wellness, Waterloo)
Rebecca MacAlpine
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Melissa Potwarka
(Campus Wellness, Waterloo)
Peter Diep
(Psychology, Waterloo)

*202c: Understanding GenAI Use in Student Design Work: Early Insights from an Interview Study
Shima Kamjoo
(Management Science and Engineering, Waterloo)
Chris Rennick
(Engineering, Waterloo)
Nancy Nelson
(Engineering, Waterloo)
Ada Hurst
(Management Science and Engineering, Waterloo)
	203a: Designing Human-Guided Uses of Generative AI for Course-Specific Feedback in Undergraduate Science Education
Sarina Khaleghi
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western)
Faraj Haddad
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western)
Jina Kum
(Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Western)

203b: How can GenAI help students and instructors in the early stage of the feedback process? 
Erin Isings 
(Information and Media Studies, Western)
Christine E. Bell 
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western) 
Josiane N’tchoreret-Mbiamany 
(Journalism and Communication, Western) 
Daniel Wang 
(Anatomy and Cell Biology, Western) 
Rayan Farahvash 
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western) 
Cecilia S. Dong 
(Dentistry and Pathology, Western)

203c: LLMs and Critical Thought: Co-Creator or Impediment?
Alex Gruenewald
(Philosophy, Waterloo)
	204a: Defend Human Accountability and Combat Apathy in an AI-Assisted Workflow: An Actuarial Case Study
Vicki Zhang
(Statistical Sciences, Toronto)

204b: No AI Here - Building Design Critiquing Skills Through Peer Engagement Opportunities
Jennifer Howcroft
(Systems Design Engineering, Waterloo)
Robert Hunter
(Systems Design Engineering, Waterloo)
Maud Gorbet
(Systems Design Engineering, Waterloo)

204c: From Feedback to Confidence: Creating Conditions for Learning in a Laboratory Course
Katelyn Wood
(Medical Sciences, Western)
Faraj Haddad
(Medical Sciences, Western)

204d: Integrating Strategies from the Community of Inquiry Framework to Support Human-Centered Teaching Amidst Artificial Intelligence
Narveen Jandu
(Biology, Waterloo)

204e: Making Authentic Learning More Attractive than AI
Nathalie Moon
(Statistical Sciences, Toronto)

204f: Did GenAI Kill the Annotated Bibliography? Communication Research Strategies in the Age of AI
Heather Love
(English Language and Literature, Waterloo)
Megan Selinger
(English Language and Literature, Waterloo)

204g: From Illicit Chemistry to Legitimate Pedagogy: Designing Standard Operating Procedures That Reduce AI Dependence
Noah King
(Chemistry, Waterloo)
Rodney Smith
(Chemistry, Waterloo)
	Designing AI-Resistant Assessments for Use in Asynchronous Online Settings

Melanie Misanchuk
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Crystena Shandal-Parker
(Social Development Studies, Waterloo)
Niayesh Afshordi
(Physics & Astronomy, Waterloo)
Stephanie Boragina
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)


	TAs’ Experiences with AI: Friend, Foe, or Frenemy?

Kaylee Biggart
(Physics & Astronomy, Waterloo)
Tara Chen 
(Geography & Environmental Management, Waterloo) 
Felicia Clement
(Balsillie School of International Affairs) 
Brandon Dickson
(Balsillie School of International Affairs) 
Karen Hock 
(School of Public Health Sciences, Waterloo) 
Humaira Shoaib
(English Language & Literature, Waterloo) 
Bobbi Rotolo
(School of Public Health Sciences, Waterloo)
Sarah Odinotski 
(Electrical and Computer Engineering, Waterloo)
Kristin Brown
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)



	Values as Agents of Change in Response to Generative AI

Ken Meadows
(Centre for Teaching and Learning, Western)
Danielle Dilkes
(Centre for Teaching and Learning, Western)





Concurrent Sessions 300 (3:45 p.m.-4:45 p.m.)
*Sessions marked with an asterisk (*) are funded by the University of Waterloo LITE grants. 
	Session 301: Presentations
Developing AI Literacy
Room 0010
	Session 302: Presentations
Designing Courses and Assignments 
Room 0020
	Session 303: Presentations
Improving Feedback Literacy
Room 0040
	Session 304: Presentations
Integrating AI Use
Room 0050
	Session 305:
Innovation Spotlights
Room 0060
	Session 306:
Panel
STC 1012
	Session 307:
Workshop
B2 350
	EdTech Sandbox Open House
Dana Porter Library 329


	301a: Uncovering the Hidden Curriculum of AI Literacy in Science Learning
Nicole Campbell
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western)

301b: Signifying Without Meaning: Teaching Students Saussure to Help them Validate LLM Results
Andrew Atkinson
(Systems Design Engineering, Waterloo)


	302a: From Urgency to Intention: Practical Approaches to Ethical AI Use in Teaching and Learning
Evelyn Chan
(Educational Technology and Digital Content, George Brown Polytechnic)

302b: Leveraging GenAI Models to Help Students Fail Better
Gina Villafañe
(Management Science and Engineering, Waterloo) 

302c: Human-in-the-Loop Generative AI for Scalable Reflective Writing in First-Year Mathematics: Transition, Participation, Trust
Mahsa Allahbakhshi
(Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile)



	303a: Exploring Student Perspectives on GenAI as a Complementary Tool for Supporting Student Academic Feedback Literacy
Christine E. Bell
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western)
Eisha Baqai 
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western)
Rama Eloulabi 
(Psychology, Western) 
Erin Isings 
(Information and Media Studies, Western)
Danielle Dilkes
(Centre for Teaching and Learning, Western) 
Cecilia S. Dong 
(Dentistry and Pathology, Western)
303b: The Chatbot and the Supervisor: A Co-Feedback Toolkit for Postgraduate Research
Ahmed Fahim Mostafa
(Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering, Waterloo)
303c: Can I use GenAI to Understand my Instructor’s Feedback?: Student-Developed Resources to Improve Feedback Literacy in Higher Education
Fabiana Caetano Crowley
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western)
Katelyn Wood
(Anatomy & Cell Biology, Western)
Harrison Banner
(Obstetrics & Gynecology, Western)
Gildo Santos
(Dentistry, Western)
Tammy Symons
(Anesthesia and Perioperative Medicine, Western)
Sayra Cristancho
(Centre for Education Research and Innovation, Western)
Lorelei Lingard
(Centre for Education Research and Innovation, Western)
Crystal Gaudet
(Centre for Education Research and Innovation, Western)
Cornelius Osei-Owusu
(Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, Western)



	304a: When Teaching Management Teams Shape AI: Co-Constructing Governance from Practice
Carlos Rojas Bruna
(Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile)

304b: When Students Use AI to Solve Math Problems, How Will They Learn Math?  
Karishma Punwani
(Senior Director, Academic Product Management)

304c: Adapting With Intention: How Medical Sciences Educators Are Shaping the Role of AI
Fabiana Crowley
(Physiology and Pharmacology, Western)
Katelyn Wood
(Medical Sciences, Western)
Harrison Banner
(Obstetrics, Western)
Gildo Santos
(Dentistry, Western)
Tammy Symons
(Anesthesia and Perioperative Medicine, Western)
Sayra Cristancho
(Centre for Education Research and Innovation, Western)
Lorelei Lingard
(Centre for Education Research and Innovation, Western) 
Crystal Gaudet
(Centre for Education Research and Innovation, Western)

	*305a: A Comparison of Immediate Feedback in Group-Stage Testing
Tamara Maciel 
(Kinesiology and Health Sciences, Waterloo)
Michael Bording-Jorgensen
(Biology, Waterloo)

305b: Cultivating Career Ready Graduates – How the University Career Centre Can Support Classroom Learning
Alicia Flatt 
(Centre for Career Development, Waterloo)
Kate Kennedy
(Centre for Career Development, Waterloo)

305c: AI-Generated Feedback Program for Students in Large Introductory Courses
Mark Baker
(Physics and Astronomy, Western)
Karnav Raval
(Physics and Astronomy, Western)

305d: Integration of AI-Assisted Idea Generation and Structuring versus AI-Assisted Editing into a First-Year Group Assignment (Practice-Based)
Otto Yung
(Management, Toronto)

305e: How to Be a Designer — AI Tools for the Emerging Designer
Terry O’Neill
(Interaction Design and Business, Waterloo)

305f: Humanizing Physics in the Age of AI – Using Stories and a Flipped Classroom in Teaching and Learning Fundamental Physics
Robert Hunter
(Systems Design Engineering, Waterloo)


	Embracing Slowness as a Form of Agency: Counter-Narratives to the AI Hype

Natalie Chow
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Kristin Brown
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)
Victoria Feth
(Integrated Teaching Support Unit, Waterloo)

Panelists:
Lisbeth Berbary 
(Recreation and Leisure Studies) 
Élise Lepage 
(French Studies)
Matt Borland 
(Systems Design Engineering) 

	Back to Basics: Neutralizing the “Threat” of Technology: A Practical Toolkit for (Re)Designing Assessment with Integrity

Cory Scurr
(Academic Integrity, Conestoga)
	EdTech Sandbox Open House


 
