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The Queen’s Speech: Callimachus’s Pieria, Aphrodite, and the Political Power of
Hellenistic Queens

Sources for Pieria’s unification of Miletus and Mvus:

-Callimachus, fr. 80-83 Harder (I11 B.C.E.):
-Aristaenetus, Epistulae 1.15 (VI C.E.):
Summary of Aristaenetus:

Miletus and Myus long hostile (lit. “unmixed”) except for brief truces. Aphrodite takes
pity; she and Graces adorn the already-beautiful Pieria of Myus. Pieria attends Artemis
festival in Miletus; Phrygius, the king of Miletus sees her, desires her, takes her to bed.
After making love Phrygius asks her to tell him what she wishes from him in return.
Avristaenetus, like Callimachus, now addresses Pieria directly: Pieria rejects thought of
jewelry, clothes, slaves — gifts women want. Pieria blushes purple with shame, looks at
ground. Pieria asks to be able to return with her kinsmen without fear. Phrygius
understands her intention to ask for peace. The peace they make is stronger than one
sworn with sacrifices; Pieria offers proof that Aphrodite makes orators who are more
powerful than Nestor. Story is aetion for popular saying of Milesian women: “I wish that
my husband would honor me, his wife, as much as Phrygius honored beautiful Pieria.”
-Plutarch, Mulierum Virtutes 16 = Mor. 253f-254b (I/11 C.E.)

-Polyaenus Strategems 8.35 (Il C.E.)

(both Plutarch and Polyaenus add noble parentage for Pieria, omit sex)

1. Callimachus fr. 80 Harder (= 80+82 Pf.)
“Phrygius and Pieria”
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...cloud...For whether...... to say this...
...from me...”

(5) So he spoke. But neither a pyleon
(headband) nor kalykes (earrings?), nor
Lydian cloth...[nor] Carian slave-
women... —the things in which you
women especially delight—these did not
cast you from your clever plan.

(10) But having blushed in the cheeks
with shame—as if with purple dye—you
spoke, with eyes turned away...“I would
long to return...[with] more...”. ...

He perceived your intention...
(15)...desiring [peace?] for your
fatherland...Myus and those living in
Miletus...to [go] to the [temple] only of

(translations mine)
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Neleid Artemis..., but at that time you
made a peace treaty more trustworthy
than sacrifices of oxen,

(20) having shown that even Cypris
makes speakers far more powerful than
the famous Pylian (i.e. Nestor). For many
embassies went from each town [and
returned] without accomplishment. ...

2. lliad 14.214-221 (Aphrodite’s famous kestos
himas)
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So she (Aphrodite) spoke, and she loosed
her embroidered, dappled girdle, and
there all her charms were fashioned: in it
was love, desire, sweet talk, persuasion
which cheats the mind even of clever
men. She put it in her (Hera’s) hands, and
spoke and addressed her: ‘Place this
dappled girdle on your breast, in which
everything is fashioned; and I declare that
you will not go without accomplishment,
in whatever you desire in your mind.

3. Polybius 22.20 (Apollonis, wife of Attalus I)
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That Apollonis, the wife of Attalus, the
father of Eumenes the king, was a
Cyzican, and a woman worthy of memory
and commendation for many reasons. For
since she had become a basilissa although
she was a commoner, and she preserved
this supremacy until her death, not
exhibiting a courtesan’s persuasiveness,
but a prudent and ordinary dignity and
goodness, it is right that she obtain a
favorable memory, and because after she
had given birth to four sons she preserved
her goodwill and affection towards them
all until the end of her life, although she
outlived her husband by far.

4. Theocritus Idyll 17.34-52
(Berenice I, wife of Ptolemy I)
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And such a great woman, the well-renowned
Berenice, was superior among prudent women
and was a great boon to the children she bore.
The divine queen who holds Cyprus, daughter
of Dione, impressed her slender hands upon
Berenice’s perfumed breast. For this reason
they say that no woman ever pleased a man
so much as Ptolemy took pleasure in his
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wife. He was loved much more in return!
For having rejoiced so in their children he
bequeathed his house entire to them,
whenever enamored he would step into the
bed of a loving wife. But the mind of a
heartless woman is always upon another man,
childbirths come easily, and the children are
not like the father. Queen Aphrodite, best
among the goddesses in beauty, you cared for
that woman (Berenice); it is owed to you that
the beautiful Berenice did not cross the much-
lamented Acheron, but you seized her before
she went down to the black ship and ever
hateful ferryman of the dead, and you set her
up in your temple and gave her a share of your
honors. She (Berenice-Aphrodite) breathes
gentle loves upon all mortals, and she gives
light cares to the one who is yearning.

5. Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite 80-82, 108-110, 117-120
(“Like a virgin”: Aphrodite’s deception of Anchises)
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And Aphrodite, the daughter of Zeus, stood
before him, similar in size and appearance
to an unwed virgin, so that he (Anchises)
would not recognize her with his eyes and
grow afraid.

“Anchises, most glorious of earth-born men, |
am no goddess, | tell you. Why do you liken
me to the immortals? | am mortal, and a
mother gave me birth.

Just now the slayer of Argus of the golden
wand (Hermes) seized me up from the
chorus of loud-voiced Artemis of golden
arrows. And we many nymphs and virgins
who bring in oxen were playing, and a
boundless company encircled us.

6. Machon Chreiai 226-30 Gow = Athen. 13.579a
(Demetrius Poliorcetes and Mania)

QLTOVLEVTIV AEYOLOL TV TVYNV TTOTE

V76 100 Paciiémng Maviay Anuntpiov
avtagidoot dSmpeav KavToOV TIVO,

d6vToG &’ EMOTPEYAOO PETA LIKPOV AEYEL,
“ Ayapéuvovog mod, viv éketv’ £€eoti col.”

(cf. Sophocles Electra 1-4)
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They say that once, when Mania was asked
for her ass by king Demetrius, she demanded
from him, too, a royal estate in return; and
when he gave it, she turned around right away
and said, “Son of Agamemnon, now those
things are possible for you”.

(Mania quotes Orestes’ paidagogos):

“Son of Agamemnon, who long ago warred in
Troy, now those things are possible for you to
see that you are here, those which you were
long eager. For you desired this ancient land

of Argos...”
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7. lliad 4.141-147 (Menelaus’s purple wound)

®g 0" 0te Tig T EAEQavTa YUV QOLVIKL pupvy
Mnovic 11¢ Kdepa tapiiov Eppevon inwov:
KeltoL & &v 0olapm, moAéeg € v pioavto
inmijeg popéev: Paoiiiji 0 kelTal dyaipa,
apeotepov KOGOG 8 T Ehatiipl te KbOOC:
toiol tot Mevérae pdvOny aipatt unpoi
g0QLéeg kvijpal Te 10€ opLPa KAA™ vévepDe.

As when a Maeonian or Carian woman dyes
ivory with purple to be a cheekpiece for
horses, and it is laid up in the inner room, and
many horsemen pray to bear it, but it is laid up
as a splendid object for a king, both an
adornment for the horse and glory for the
rider: such, Menelaus, were your muscular
thighs stained with blood, and your legs, and
your fine ankles below.

8. lliad 3.216-224 (Odysseus’s embassy speech before the
Trojans)
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But whenever cunning Odysseus rose, he
would stand and look down with his eyes
fixed on the ground, and would move his staff
neither backwards nor forwards, but would
hold it motionless, very like a fool: you would
claim that he was rancorous and merely
senseless. But when he would cast his great
voice and words alike to wintry snow from his
chest, then no other man could vie with
Odysseus; not so did we marvel then, having
seen Odysseus’s aspect.

9. lliad 9.437-443 (Phoenix’s educational ideal)
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How then, dear child, could I be left apart
from you, alone? The old man Peleus, driver
of horses, sent me to you on that day when he
was sending you from Phthia to Agamemnon,
a little boy ignorant of grievous war and
assemblies, too, where men earn distinction.
For this reason he sent me to teach you all
these things, to be a speaker (rhéter) of
words and a doer of deeds.

10. Hesiod Theogony 81-90 (Muses’ patronage of kings)
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Whomever of the Zeus-nourished kings
the daughters of great Zeus (i.e. the
Muses) honor and look upon as he is
born, upon his tongue they pour sweet
dew, and from his mouth flow gentle
words; and all the peoples watch him
judge lawsuits with straight verdicts. For
this reason he would, by speaking
unerringly, swiftly put an end to even a
great feud (neikos) wisely. And that’s
why kings possess wisdom: because they
easily put a stop to deeds that are doing
people harm when they are being misled
in the assembly, by persuading them with
gentle words.




Brett Evans, Georgetown University Power, Royal Agency, and Elite Women
bce3@georgetown.edu 26 November 2021

Bibliography

Ager, S. 2021. ‘Romance and Rivalry? Three Case Studies of Royal Mothers and Daughters in the Hellenistic Age.’
In Anson, E., D’ Agostini, M., Pownall, F., eds. Affective Relations and Personal Bonds in Hellenistic
Antiquity: Studies in Honor of Elizabeth D. Carney, 111-126. Oxford/Philadelphia.

Barigazzi, A. 1976. ‘L'aition di Frigio e Pieria in Callimaco.” Prometheus 2: 11-17.

Bing, P. 2019. ‘Thanks Again to Aristaenetus: The Tale of Phrygius and Pieria in Callimachus’ Aetia (Frs. 80-83b)
Harder through the Eyes of a Late-Antique Epistolographer.” In Klooster, J.J.H. et al., eds., Callimachus
Revisited: New Perspectives in Callimachean Scholarship, 27-49. Leuven.

Bing, P., Hoschele, R. 2014. Aristaenetus, Erotic Letters. Atlanta.

Bulloch, A. 2006. ‘The Order and Structure of Callimachus’ Aetia 3.” CQ 56: 496-508.

Cameron, A. 1995. Callimachus and His Critics. Princeton.

Caneva, S. 2012. ‘Queens and Ruler Cult in Early Hellenism: Festivals, Administration, and Ideology.” Kernos 25:
75-101.

. 2014. ‘Courtly Love, Stars and Power: The Queen in Third-Century Royal Couples, Through Poetry and
Epigraphic Texts.” In Harder, M.A., Reguit, R.F., Wakker, G.C., eds. Hellenistic Poetry in Context, 25-57.
Leuven-Paris-Walpole, MA.

Carney, E.D. 2000. ‘The Initiation of Cult for Royal Macedonian Women.” CP 95: 21-43.

. 2013. Arsinoé of Egypt and Macedon: A Royal Life. Oxford.

Clayman, D.L. 2014. Berenice Il and the Golden Age of Ptolemaic Egypt. Oxford.

. 2014. ‘Historical Contexts for Two Aitia from Book III: “Acontius & Cydippe” (frr. 67-75 Pf.) and
“Phrygius& Pieria” (frr. 80-83 Pf.).” In Harder, M.A. et al., eds. Hellenistic Poetry in Context, 85-102.
Leuven.

Engels, D., Erickson, K. 2016. ‘Apama and Stratonike — Marriage and Legitimacy.” In Coskun, A., McAuley, A.,
eds. Seleukid Royal Women, 39-66. Stuttgart.

Fletcher, J. 2014. “Women and Oaths.” In Sommerstein, A., Torrence, 1., eds. Oaths and Swearing in Ancient
Greece, 156-178. Berlin/Boston.

Gutzwiller, K. 1992. ‘The Nautilus, the Halcyon, and Selenaia: Callimachus’s Epigram 5 Pf. = 14 G.-P.” ClAnt 11:
194-209.

Harder, M.A. 1993. ‘Thanks to Aristaenctus...” In Hokwerda, H., Smits, E.R., Woesthuis, M.M., eds. Polyphonia
Byzantina: Studies in Honor of Willem J. Aerts, , 3-13. Groningen.

, ed. 2012. Callimachus. Aetia. 2 vols. Oxford.

Harders, A.-C. 2016. ‘The Making of a Queen: Seleukos Nikator and His Wives.” In Coskun, A., McAuley, A., eds.
Seleukid Royal Women, 25-38. Stuttgart.

Hazzard, R.A. 2000. Imagination of a Monarchy: Studies in Ptolemaic Propaganda. Toronto.

Herda, A. 1998. Der Kult des Grinderheroen Neileos und die Artemis Kithone in Milet.” J6Al 67: 1-48.

Kurke, L. 2002. ‘Gender, Politics and Subversion in the Chreiai of Machon’. PCPS 48: 20-65.

Massimilla, G., ed. 2011. Callimaco. Aitia: libro terzo e quarto. Pisa/Rome.

McAuley, A. 2016. ‘Once a Seleucid, Always a Seleucid: Seleucid Princesses and Their Nuptial Courts.” In Erskine,
A., Llewellyn-Jones, L., Wallces, S., eds. The Hellenistic Court: Monarchic Power and Elite Society From
Alexander to Cleopatra, 189-212. Swansea.

Mori, A. 2008. The Politics of Apollonius Rhodius’ Argonautica. Cambridge.

Ogden, D. 1999. Polygamy, Prostitutes, and Death: The Hellenistic Dynasties. Oxford.

Oppen de Ruiter, B.F. van. 2015. Berenice Il Euergetis: Essays in Early Hellenistic Queenship. New York.

Petrovic, 1. 2016. ‘Callimachus, Theocritus, and Ptolemaic Court Etiquette.” In Erskine, A., Llewellyn-Jones, L.,
Wallace, S., eds. The Hellenistic Court: Monarchic Power and Elite Society From Alexander to Cleopatra,
143-164. Swansea.

Pfeiffer, R. 1949. Callimachus. Volumen I. Oxford.

Robertson, N. 1991. ‘The Betrothal Symposium in Early Greece.” In Slater, W.J., ed. Dining in a Classical Context,
25-58. Ann Arbor.

Strootman, R. 2014. Courts and Elites in the Hellenistic Empires: The Near East After the Achaemenids, c.a. 330 —
30 B.C. Edinburgh.



