t') Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

Chesk for H H Computer methods
: ScienceDirect o od
BN mechanics and
— ‘ engineering
ELSEVIER Comput. Methods Appl. Mech. Engrg. 373 (2021) 113554

www.elsevier.com/locate/cma

Comparison of fully-coupled and sequential solution methodologies
for enhanced geothermal systems

Bruce Gee, Robert Gracie™

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G1, Canada

Received 29 May 2020; received in revised form 27 October 2020; accepted 29 October 2020
Available online 19 November 2020

Abstract

The simulation of enhanced geothermal systems (EGS) requires finding the solution to a highly coupled nonlinear set of
partial differential equations. Verification of EGS modelling has been difficult due to a lack of analytical or semi-analytical
solutions and is typically limited to a subset of processes. A comparison of alternative solution schemes is one method to
numerically verify the coupling between all processes simultaneously and provide confidence in the solutions produced by
the different solution schemes. This article presents the first such comparison of monolithic and sequential solution schemes
for the modelling of EGS wells. A custom thermo-hydro-mechanical finite element model for an EGS well connected by
planar fractures is developed along with two monolithic schemes; one using the Newton—Raphson iterative method and another
using the Newton—Raphson iterative method modified by Aitken’s A? relaxation method. The two monolithic schemes are
compared against two sequential schemes and one loosely-coupled scheme in terms of accuracy and computational efficiency.
The monolithic schemes are shown to have an optimal rate of convergence with respect to mesh and timestep refinement.
The monolithic Newton—Raphson scheme is shown to require small timesteps that violate the minimum timestep size of the
B-method of time integration, introducing spurious oscillations into the solution. Aitken’s A? relaxation method is shown
to improve the ability of the Newton—Raphson scheme to find a converged solution at larger timesteps, avoiding spurious
oscillations and reducing overall computation time. The sequential solution schemes are shown to provide optimal rates of
convergence with respect to mesh and timestep refinement and converge to the same solution as the monolithic solution
schemes, verifying the results of both methodologies and previous modelling efforts. It is demonstrated that the sequential
solution schemes are computationally more expensive than the monolithic schemes when seeking well-converged solutions.
The loosely-coupled scheme demonstrates an optimal rate of convergence with mesh and timestep refinement, but is also
shown to be much less accurate than the other schemes. The recommended solution scheme for the efficient simulation of
EGSs is thus the Newton—Raphson scheme with Aitken’s A? relaxation.

(© 2020 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Geothermal power is a largely untapped renewable energy source generated by radioactive decay within the
Earth’s crust. Deep geothermal refers to the energy stored within high temperature rock masses available at depths
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Fig. 1. Schematic of an enhanced geothermal doublet well. The image on the left shows the orientation of the system relative to the surface,
while the image on the right shows a close-up schematic of the system and the fluid flow within the system.

beyond 1 km. Extracting the heat from these deep rock formations has been difficult since it traditionally requires
a rock mass that is both hot and naturally porous [1]. However, Enhanced Geothermal Systems (EGS), also called
Hot Dry Rock (HDR) installations, provide new opportunities to access this energy. In an EGS installation, the
permeability of a hot rock mass is enhanced through the use of hydraulic fracturing, creating a fracture network
through which fluid can flow. The long-term viability of EGS wells as a reliable energy source can be sabotaged
by the coupled thermo-hydro-mechanical process known as flow channelling — a positive feedback loop in which
the aperture of a cooling fracture increases, drawing fluid towards the already-cooled regions of the reservoir, and
away from the hot areas of the reservoir [2]. Fig. 1 shows a diagram of an EGS doublet well (one injection and
one production well) in which the wells are hydraulically connected by large planar fractures. The fracture planes
develop normal to the direction of the minimum in-situ stress, and so fracture planes are oriented horizontally in
shallower reservoirs and vertically in deeper reservoirs.

There are many processes within a geothermal reservoir that interact with each other, posing unique modelling
challenges for the system. This model focuses on the following four processes: heat transfer in the rock mass, heat
transfer within the fluid, fluid flow through the rock mass, and deformation of the rock mass. The primary challenge
from a numerical methods perspective is then how to obtain accurate approximate solutions to the coupled set of
nonlinear partial differential equations that govern these processes.

Existing modelling works can be categorized according to their fluid flow models: continuum flow, network
flow, or dominant fracture flow. The first type of flow model, continuum flow, idealizes the fractured rock mass
as a porous continuum through which the fluid flows. These continuum models generally apply to geothermal
systems in porous rock formations and have been used to investigate: poro-thermal coupled effects, such as in the
works of Zeng et al. [3], Aliyu and Chen [4], and Wang et al. [5]; and poro-thermo-mechanical coupled behaviour
by Ghassemi and Zhou [6] and Gan and Elsworth [7]. The second type of flow model, network flow, assumes
the injection and production wells are connected using a discrete fracture network. These fracture networks are
typically randomly generated since the actual fracture networks are unknown. These models have been investigated
for hydro-thermal effects by Shaik et al. [8], Chen et al. [9], Vasilyeva et al. [10,11], and HosseiniMehr, Vuik,
and Hajibeygi [12]; and thermo-hydro-mechanical effects by Wang et al. [13], Zhang et al. [14], and Garipov and
Hui [15]. The last typical flow model is dominant fracture flow, in which flow between the injection and production
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well is restricted to some number of discrete dominant fracture planes. This flow model has much in common with
network flow models but brings greater intention to the abstraction and simplifies the network of fractures to a
few dominant fracture planes. The rock masses may be permeable or naturally fractured, but fluid flow outside the
dominant fractures is typically assumed to be negligible. The dominant fracture planes may be an abstraction of
several linked non-planar fractures which form a dominant flow pathway through the rock mass, but the tortuosity
of the linked fractures is not considered. The advantage of such models is that they are computationally tractable
while including the important physics of flow in the fractures. This is the assumed geometry for the EGS modelling
in this paper. Single fracture plane systems have been investigated in terms of hydro-thermal behaviour by Mohais
et al. [16] and Xia et al. [17]; and thermo-hydro-mechanical behaviour by Guo et al. [18], Pandey et al. [19], and
Salimzadeh et al. [20]. Multi-fracture plane systems have been investigated for purely hydrological behaviour by
Asai et al. [21]; hydro-thermal behaviour by Han et al. [22] and Gong et al. [23]; and thermo-hydro-mechanical
behaviour by Slatlem Vik et al. [24]. Dominant fracture flow models have also been extended to investigate the
effects of coupled fracture and low-permeability porous continuum flow by Salimzadeh, Nick, and Zimmerman [25],
and the effects of chemical dissolution of the rock mass by Salimzadeh and Nick [26].

Despite a large number of applications, relatively little has been done to advance the verification of the
numerical models used. Numerical approximations of the nonlinear set of coupled partial differential equations
may be performed monolithically or sequentially. In a sequential scheme, the governing equations are solved in a
staggered fashion one-by-one, by making assumptions about the other processes as each equation is solved. Ideally,
though not always in practice, the sequential solution scheme is then iterated until convergence of all equations
is achieved. A loosely-coupled scheme is a type of staggered scheme in which no iteration is performed after
solving the equations, and thus is also known as a one-pass scheme. In a monolithic scheme, also known as a fully-
coupled scheme, the governing equations are solved simultaneously. Monolithic schemes for coupled systems are
typically expected to have the highest rate of convergence, but sequentially coupled schemes are often preferable.
Solving a coupled problem using a monolithic scheme involves the development of a unique solver specific to
the coupled problem under consideration. By contrast, sequential schemes can make use of pre-existing solvers for
individual processes/partial differential equations within the system. Sequential schemes arise naturally when joining
pre-existing solvers, and thus are common amongst commercial multiphysics software. A complete list of commer-
cial multiphysics software used in EGS well modelling is provided by [2]. In the context of EGS simulation,
examples of implementation of monolithic schemes are rare or non-existent, while sequential schemes are the
standard. Case in point, all of the aforementioned coupled models are based on sequential schemes. Furthermore,
there does not seem to be any examples in which the results of one sequential scheme are verified against an
alternative sequential solution or a monolithic solution.

Verification of solution strategies is important to ensure model robustness, stability, and reliability. Even iterating
until a converged solution is achieved, sequential solution schemes can be unreliable. The issues with sequential
solution schemes are well documented in the field of hydraulic fracturing, in which sequentially coupled systems
may develop spurious oscillations or fail to converge in many practical problems [27,28]. In the context of hydraulic
fracturing, monolithic schemes are more robust and show higher convergence rates. Analogous problems have also
been observed in poromechanical models involving simple sequential schemes, which has lead to the development
of the undrained and fixed-stress splits [29-31]. To date, verification of sequentially coupled simulators for EGS
modelling has been incomplete. Verification has been hindered by a lack of analytical or semi-analytical solutions
stemming from the non-linear and coupled nature of the partial differential equations in EGS modelling. It is
possible, and common, to verify the solver for each individual process on its own, or to verify the coupling between
a subset of two processes. In practice, it is very difficult to verify that the coupling between all fields simultaneously
is producing appropriate results. A comparison between monolithic and sequential schemes in terms of results and
convergence is one method to verify the methodologies and implementation, and provide confidence to the results
produced by both schemes. Until now, no such study of sequential and fully-coupled schemes with respect to EGS
modelling has been available in the literature.

This paper seeks to address the gap in the verification of EGS modelling and provides confidence to the
results of previous modelling efforts, while at the same time providing insights into the relative efficiency and
accuracy of the various schemes available for solving the coupled system of equations. A unique thermo-hydro-
mechanical finite element model is developed and implemented for enhanced geothermal well systems consisting
of one or more injection wells hydraulically connected to one or more production wells by one or more discrete
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fracture planes. Two fully-coupled monolithic solution schemes are developed, the first being a Newton—Raphson
iterative scheme and the second being a Newton—Raphson scheme modified by Aitken’s A? relaxation method. The
fully-coupled schemes are compared against two sequential schemes: one in which the thermal subproblem is
decoupled from the mechanical subproblem; and another in which the thermal, fluid flow, and deformation
subproblems are all decoupled. The fully-coupled and sequential schemes are also compared against a one-pass
loosely-coupled solution scheme. The performance of these five algorithms is studied with respect to convergence
rates, accuracy, robustness, and computational efficiency. In the following section, a detailed description of the
mathematical model, boundary conditions, and discretization is provided. In Section 3, five different solution
algorithms to solve the coupled system are developed and discussed. In Section 4, a numerical convergence study
is performed to compare the behaviour of the different solution algorithms. Section 5 discusses the behaviour of
the different solution algorithms by examining the predicted results for an EGS doublet well system connected
by a single fracture plane, and an EGS doublet well system connected by two fracture planes. Lastly, Section 6
summarizes the findings and conclusions.

2. Mathematical model

This section describes the mathematical model developed for an enhanced geothermal well consisting of one or
more injection wells and one or more production wells connected by one or more fracture planes. It first details the
governing equations and boundary conditions, then discusses the discretization using the finite element method.

The following modelling assumptions are made:

1. There are four processes of interest: heat transfer in the solid, heat transfer in the fluid, fluid flow within the
fractures, and deformation of the rock mass.

2. The heat transfer in the rock mass is transient and the deformation of the rock mass is quasi-static. The
transient effects of fluid flow and heat transfer in the fluid are assumed to dissipate quickly relative to the
timescale of interest, such that the processes are considered quasi-steady-state.

3. The porosity of the rock mass is very low, such that fluid flow is restricted to discrete fracture planes and
well pipes. These fracture planes have been created prior to and independent of the heat extraction process,
i.e., by previous hydraulic fracturing. There is no interaction between the well pipes and the rock mass.

4. The fluid within the fractures is incompressible and Newtonian.

5. The fractures are initially closed at the beginning of the well’s life, but may have a small initial effective
aperture.

2.1. Governing equations and boundary conditions

Consider a solid domain, {2, which contains some number of discrete fractures, I, as illustrated in Fig. 2. There
are four fields that exist within the domain: the solid displacement field, u € {2 [m], the solid temperature field,
6 € 2 [°C], the fluid pressure field, p € I, [Pa], and the fluid temperature field, T € I, [°C].

The solid domain is bounded by a boundary, I'. The solid displacement field boundary is subdivided such that
I'=r,ulul,and I, N (I} U I,) =@. I, represents the Dirichlet boundary of the domain, I; represent the
Neumann boundary of the domain, and I, represents the internal crack boundary. I'." and I'. represent the positive
and negative faces of the internal crack boundary.

The displacement of the rock mass, u, is governed by the equilibrium equation:

V.o +pg=0 (D

in which o [Pa] is the total Cauchy stress tensor, p [kg/m3] is the density of the solid rock mass, and g [m/s?], is
the vector of accelerations due to gravity. The domain is assumed to be under an in-situ stress field, oy, which is
in equilibrium with gravity. Assuming linear thermoelasticity, the constitutive equation relating stress and strain in
the rock mass is

o0—09=C:(e—gy) ()
g9 = Al 3
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Fig. 2. Illustration of mathematical domains and boundaries. The image on the left shows the solid domain, (2, and its boundaries,

I'c, Iy, I't T, I'y. The image on the right shows the fluid domain, Qf /I, and its boundaries Iy, I'g, I'r, qu‘

in which C [Pa] is the 4th order linear elasticity tensor, &, is the thermal strain, & [m/m °C] is the coefficient of
linear thermal expansion, and A9 = 0 — 6, is the difference between the current and initial rock mass temperature,
6p. The linear strain tensor is defined as

1 T
e = E(Vu +Vu') 4)

Contact across the fractures is enforced using a penalty method. The contact traction, 7., [Pa], is assumed to be a
linear function of the fracture aperture such that
_cun = Keonth lf w=0 (5)
0 if w>0
in which k., [Pa/m] is a contact stiffness and w [m] is the fracture aperture.

The solid temperature field, 6, is governed by conservation of energy. Heat conduction within the solid rock
mass is slow compared to the other modelled processes. Therefore, heat transfer in the rock mass is considered as
transient. As the rate of deformation is slow, thermoelastic dissipation is negligible and the uncoupled quasi-static
thermoelastic formulation is used such that there is a one-way coupling between the temperature and deformation
of the rock mass. Neglecting body sources, the conservation of energy within the rock mass is given by

pscpst =V - (=ksV6) (6)

in which ¢, [J/kg °C] is the specific heat of the solid rock mass, and k; [W/m °C] is the thermal conductivity of
the solid domain. Heat transfer between the rock mass and fluid in the fractures is incorporated through boundary
conditions acting on the internal fracture surfaces, which is discussed below.

In an EGS reservoir, permeability of the rock mass is very low. For example, the permeability of the rock mass
at Utah FORGE geothermal exploration site is on the order of 1072° — 1072! m? [32]. The fractures therefore form
the dominant flow pathway through the rock mass and the flow through the rock matrix is negligible. The rock mass
is therefore assumed to be impermeable, and the fluid domain, {2/, is equivalent to the crack boundary, I'.. The
Dirichlet and Neumann boundaries of the fluid pressure field are denoted as I', and I’y respectively. The Dirichlet
and Neumann boundaries of the fluid temperature field are denoted as I77 and Iy, respectively. In this way, the
fracture planes are modelled one dimension lower than the rock mass, and thus the modelled velocity v, and fluid
temperature, T, represent the average values across the fracture aperture. Fig. 3 shows the modelled averages of
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Fig. 3. Illustration of the distribution of temperature and velocity across the fracture aperture, 7(z) and v(z), compared with the modelled
distributions, 7 and v. T and v represent the average values of the true distributions across the aperture.

fluid flow and temperature within the fracture planes compared to their true distributions. The use of average fluid
quantities means that in general, a jump in the temperature field occurs between the fluid and solid at the crack
surface.

The fluid flow within the fractures is governed by conservation of fluid mass and is assumed to be steady. The
fluid is assumed to be incompressible and Newtonian. The only sources and sinks of fluid mass within the fractures
are the injection and production wells. The inlet and outlet pipes are treated as point sources within the fracture.
The conservation of fluid mass is given as

V. (,OfQ) = qpia(Xin) - Qp()(S(X()ut) @)

in which ¢ [m?/s] is the fluid flux, and pr [kg/m3] is the density of the fluid, ¢,; and g,, [kg/s] are the fluid
fluxes from the injection and production wells respectively, and §(X) [m~2] is the Dirac delta function evaluated at
the inlet and outlet positions, X;, and X,,,. It is assumed that there is no leakoff of fluid mass since the flow is
quasi-steady, such that all the fluid enters the domain via the injection wells and leaves via the production wells.
The fracture aperture is assumed to be small such that the flow is laminar. Neglecting entrance/exit effects, the fluid
flux is assumed to be given by Poiseuille flow:

2

12

in which w [m] is the fracture aperture, v [m/s] is the average fluid velocity, u [Pa s] is the dynamic viscosity of
the fluid, and k [m?/Pa s] is the permeability of the fracture. The aperture of the crack is defined as

w = wo + w(u) &)

in which wg is an initial effective crack aperture, and w(u) is the change in aperture due to thermo-mechanical
deformation.

Crack planes are hydraulically connected to the surface and to each other by the injection and production wells,
which are modelled as pipes. Fluid flow within the pipes is assumed to be laminar and steady. The pipes are
modelled as one-dimensional and do not interact with the rock mass. The conservation of mass and fluid flux
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within the one-dimensional pipes are given as

0= aa_s(Pf‘I) (10)
n D*
128 L p
in which D [m] is the pipe diameter, and L p [m] is the pipe length, s [m] is the local spatial coordinate of the well

pipe, and ny is the tangent vector to the local spatial coordinate s.

The average fluid temperature field, T, is governed by conservation of energy. In-plane heat transfer occurs due
to conduction between fluid particles, and advection of the bulk fluid. The fluid interacts with the solid temperature
field on both sides of the crack, I, through convection. Heat transfer is advection dominant in applications of
practical concern, and so the average temperature of the fluid changes very quickly compared to changes in the
temperature of the rock mass crack surfaces. Thus the heat transfer in the fluid is modelled as a quasi-steady-state
process. The rate of heat transfer between the solid and fluid temperatures is governed by convection, such that
the rate of heat transfer is proportional to the difference between temperatures of the crack surface and the mean
temperature of the fluid. These conditions appear as a boundary condition on conservation of energy in the rock
mass (6), and as a body source term within conservation of energy in the fluid. Conservation of energy in the fluid
is given as

] .
qp=k(£p—pfg-ns) with &k = (11)

V- (—k;wVT) + ppeppwo - VT — h [(9|rc+ ~T)+ Ol — T)] =0 (12)

in which ky [W/m °C] is the thermal conductivity of the fluid, ¢,y [J/kg °C] is the specific heat of the fluid, and &
[W/m? °C] is the heat transfer coefficient between the fluid and the solid. The heat transfer coefficient is determined
using the Nusselt number, Nu [-], which is a constant on the order of 10° for fully developed laminar flow within
a duct [33]. The Nusselt number is given by Nu = thkfl, such that the heat transfer coefficient is a function of
the crack aperture, h = h(w™").

The boundary conditions on the solid rock mass are

u=1u on I, (13)

0=0 on I (14)

0 -np+ = (=pl+0g—Tenl) npr onIF (15)
o-np-=(—pl+oo— Teonl) - n,- onl (16)

~ kY8 npr = h@|pr —T) on I'F (17)
~k V8 -np- = h@|p- —T) on > (18)

in which n represents the outwards facing normal of their respective boundaries, and # and 6 are prescribed
displacements and temperatures. Dirichlet boundary conditions are applied to all exterior faces of the rock mass,
such that the Neumann boundaries I; = I, = #. In the modelled system, the temperature is prescribed such
that edges of the rock mass domain remain fixed at the initial temperature, 0 = 6. (15) and (16) represent the
tractions on the internal crack surface, I.. (17) and (18) represent the convective heat transfer occurring between
the solid and fluid temperature fields on the crack surface and are the counterpart to the body source terms within
the conservation of energy in the fluid (12).
The boundary conditions on the fluid domain are

p=7D on [l 19)
—kpsVp-np, =Q on I’y (20)
T=T on I'r 21)
—ksVT np,, =7, on Iy, (22)

in which p, @ and T are prescribed pressure, fluid mass flux, and fluid temperature. Pressure is prescribed at the
outlet, and is assumed to be constant atmospheric pressure. The boundary I’y exists at (1) the inlet, where the
injection rate Q is prescribed, and (2) around the edges of the crack domain, such that there is no far-field fluid
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leakoff. The boundary I'7 is prescribed at the inlet, such that the temperature of the injected fluid is prescribed.

The term g, prescribes the conductive heat flux of the fluid on the boundary I,

from leaving the domain through an advective heat flux. On the edges of the crack domain, there is no leakoff and

but it does not prevent energy

the conductive heat flux is prescribed such that g, = 0. Unlike the edges of the domain, there exists an advective
flux at the outlet. It is assumed that the well pipes are insulated such that the fluid temperature at the end of the
pipe is equal to the temperature at the start of the pipe.

The weak forms of the governing equations are derived using the standard method of multiplying the strong
forms of the governing equations by weight functions du, 860, 6p, 8T, integrating over the respective domains and
applying the divergence theorem. The corresponding weak forms of the governing equations are

O:/ V(Su:adﬁ—% Su-(pl—oo+ 1) -nprdl (23)
7] rt ¢
- % Su - (pl — o+ 7Teonl) - nFC-dF
I'e
/ Sepscmédﬁ =/ V80 - kyVOd 2 —?g 860h(w) (0 — T)dI' 24)
7] 7] rr
— % 86h(w) (6 — T)dI'
re
0 =7§ Vép - kVpdI' _?ﬁ Vép - kpsg dle+8plr, Q (25)
c FC
O:f VST-wkaTdF—i—% 8Tpfreppwv - VTdTI (26)
c FL‘
- f STh(w)((0) —2T)dI"

Ie

in which (0)) = (9] r++01-) denotes the sum of the temperature along both crack faces. The corresponding coupled
problem is then to find the fields u, 6, p, T such that the weak forms of the governing equations are satisfied. The
coupling between the fields is illustrated in Fig. 4, which shows that there is a high degree of interconnectivity and

dependence between the fields.
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Fig. 5. Assembly of the EGS well model using three dimensional rock masses, two dimensional fracture planes, and one dimensional well
pipes. Image A shows the complete assembly of the model. Image B shows the solid domain blocks, which are connected to each other
through shared nodes around the edges of the fracture planes. Image C shows the fluid domain which comprises of two dimensional fracture
planes and one dimensional well pipes. The fracture planes are connected to each other and the surface through the well pipes. The well
pipes pass through the rock mass blocks, but do not interact with them.

2.2. Discretization

This section describes the discretization of the problem into semi-discrete equations using the finite element
method, and discrete equations using the B-method of time integration. Fig. 5 shows the assembly of the model
using three dimensional blocks of rock mass, two dimensional fracture planes, and one dimensional well pipes.

2.2.1. Semi-discrete equations
The solid domain is discretized into three-dimensional elements. The two solid fields, # and 0, are discretized
such that at point X € {2 and time ¢, the approximations are approximated as

(X, 1) = Y Ni(Xus (1) = NX)u(r) @7
1

0 (X, 1) = Y Ni(X)6:(1) = N(XB(r) (28)
1

in which 7 is the set of nodes in the solid mesh. N;(X) denotes the standard finite element shape functions for eight
node brick elements, while u;(t) and 6,(¢) denote the displacement and temperature degrees of freedom at each
solid element node in the mesh. N(X), u(z), and 6(¢) are the matrix form representations of the shape function and
degree of freedom vectors.

The fluid temperature and pressure fields in the fracture planes are discretized into two-dimensional elements
such that the nodes and elements of the fracture surface coincide with those of the adjacent solid mesh. The well
pipes are discretized using one dimensional elements. A finite element approximation is used for the fluid fields. In
this implementation, four node quadrilateral Q4 elements are used for the elements in the crack plane, while two
node linear L2 elements are used for the well pipes. Conservation of mass within well pipes with uniform properties
dictates that the pressure gradient must be constant along the length of the pipe, so a single L2 element is sufficient
to connect fracture planes to each other or to the surface and reproduce the exact pressure distribution in the pipes.
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The approximated fluid fields, p” and T at point X € I, and time ¢ are approximated by

Phs. =Y vuX)pu(t) = $X)p(t) (29)
M

T"(s,0) =Y Y (X) Ty (1) = $X)T() (30)
M

in which M is the set of all nodes in the fluid mesh. ¥(X) is the matrix of two dimensional shape functions
while p(z) and T(¢) denote the vectors of nodal degrees of freedom for the pressure and fluid temperature fields,
respectively.

Substituting these approximations into the weak forms of the governing equations, the semi-discrete form of the
coupled system is

Ru(ll, P, 0) Fuu - Fup - FF,
Ryw.p) | _ | Fp=Fr, =F =0 (31)
Ry(u, 0, T) CO — Foo — For — Fr,
Rr(u,p,0,T) —Frg +Frr

The definitions of the vectors in the residuals are given in Appendix.

2.2.2. Discrete equations
The rate of temperature change within the solid is often discretized using the S-method, such that

. on _ on—l
0=—7— (32)
At =" — ! (33)
on _ on—l .
Co—— = (1= HFE + BFG" ) (34)

in which 8" is the vector of solid temperatures at time n. The 8-method is susceptible to the development of spurious
oscillations [34,35] under the following conditions: (a) the thermal boundary layers are small relative to the scale
of the problem, (b) the thermal diffusivity is low relative to the scale of the problem, and (c) the timesteps are small
relative to the scale of the problem. In our experience, these conditions occur when modelling EGS and using typical
ranges for dimensions, timesteps, and diffusivities. We implemented the 8 method using a Crank—Nicolson method
(B = 0.5) and observed the development of these spurious oscillations in the solution. 8 = 0 yields a Backwards
Euler method of time integration, and while it only provides O(t) accuracy, it provides higher numerical damping
and mitigates the development of spurious oscillations compared to other values of 8 [35]. Therefore, 8 is set to 0
and the complete set of coupled discrete equations is

R,(up.0) " Fuu =¥ —Fp,
R,(wp) | _ ¥, —Fp, —F; -0 (35)
Ry(u.0.T) | | 50" —6"")— (Fy +Fjr +F) |
Ry(u,p,6,T) —F2, +FL,

Recent developments by van Duijn et al. [36] have shown that for the semi-discrete incremental form of the
equations governing thermoporoelasticity, the free energy of the system acts as a Lyapunov functional and provides
global stability to the time stepping process. It is not clear whether the equations which govern an EGS, which
are simplified in the rock mass but expanded in the fractures, admit the same properties. While such an analysis is
desirable in the future, it is beyond the scope of this article.

2.2.3. Advection stabilization
Simulation of advection dominated flows, as found in this system, using standard Galerkin finite elements
produces solutions with spurious oscillations. To overcome this problem, stabilization is added to the fluid

10



B. Gee and R. Gracie Computer Methods in Applied Mechanics and Engineering 373 (2021) 113554

temperature using a Streamline-Upwind-Petrov—Galerkin (SUPG) method [37]. The modified fluid temperature
residual with SUPG stabilization becomes

R7 = —Fro + Frr + Foa (36)
Fyap = % BT VWP rCpf - T - S)t(Th)dF (37)
Ie

in which R(T") is the residual of the strong form of the governing equation (12) into which the approximation, 7"
is substituted. 7 is the stabilization parameter defined as
° 9 ¢
T = —(1 + + (—h)Z)—O.S (38)
2wllvllprepy

Pe? 2wllvllprepy
in which Pe is the Peclet number, defined as Pe = |[v||psc,r/ky, and [° [m] is the element length [38]. For a
two-dimensional element, /¢ is defined as the square root of the element area. The exact form of R(7") depends
on the order of the shape functions . For linear elements, the second derivative of the approximation is zero, so
the residual is

R(T") = woscppv- VT — h((0) — 2T") (39)

3. Solution methodologies

This section details five different methodologies for solving the coupled set of discrete non-linear equations given
by (35) and modified by (36):

1. a fully-coupled algorithm in which all fields are solved simultaneously (FC)

2. a fully-coupled algorithm in which all fields are solved simultaneously, but Aitken relaxation is used to
improve the rate of convergence (FCA)

3. two sequentially-coupled algorithms in which

(a) temperature fields are solved simultaneously, then displacement and fluid pressure are solved individ-
ually (S-T6-U-P)

(b) temperature fields are solved simultaneously, then displacement and fluid pressure are solved simulta-
neously (S-T6-UP)

4. a loosely-coupled one-pass algorithm in which temperature fields are solved simultaneously, then displace-
ment and fluid pressure are solved simultaneously (LC)

3.1. Fully Coupled (FC)

The Newton—Raphson iterative method is used to linearize the set of nonlinear discrete equations and create a
fully coupled Jacobian matrix that solves for all four fields simultaneously. The Jacobian of the coupled system at
iteration i and time ¢” is defined as
— —_hn

Ry Ry IRy IRy

u 9p 00 T n
Kuu Kup Ku9 0
aR, 9R, 9R, 9R,
u op 90 oT K,, K, 0 0
J = _ pu Spp (40)
9Ry Ry ORy ORy Ko 0 Koo Kor

u op 090 oT
Kr, K7, Krg K77 l

dR; 9Rp Ry Ry

| 9u ap 90 oT

=1
The entries of the system Jacobian are defined in Appendix. The increments in the primary variables at the ith
iteration and time " satisfies

Au" R, "
Ap R,
Al
AT |. Ry

L

JAQ +R! = J! =0 (41)
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therefore,

Ad! = -1 'R! @
and the primary variables can be updated as

di, =dj + Ad} (43)
The fully coupled algorithm is illustrated in Fig. 6. Convergence is defined using a modified L2-norm of the system
residual in which the norm of each field has been non-dimensionalized by a meaningful scalar quantity. A normalized

residual allows the relative error to be compared between all four fields, each of which have different units and
may differ by orders of magnitude. The modified dimensionless norm, ||R*||, is defined as

0.5
R,|\> R,|\> Ry||\> Rr|\°
(nﬂ)+(n4>+<nd>+(nﬁ> w
nsu nygp ny,0* neT*

IR"|

ut = f oo -nprdl’ (45)
i ¢

pr=0 (46)

0% = Qcpr (@) —T) (47)

T* = Qcpp(0g — T) (48)

in which n; is the number of nodes in the solid mesh and 7 f is the number of nodes in the fluid mesh. u*, p*, 6*, T*
[N, kg/s, W, W] are scalar quantities which are used to define the relative error. The choice of scaling parameters
is problem specific. These scaling parameters have been selected as they provide an order of magnitude estimate
for the magnitude of the forcing vectors within the residual of a given field (e.g u* ~ ||F,,||). Additionally, these
scaling parameters are constant within a given timestep and thus do not change between iterations. In this manner,
the relative error in the displacement field is defined such that the total error in the force per node should be small
compared to the total force acting on a single crack face due to the in-situ stress, u*. The relative error in the
pressure field is defined such that the total error in the fluid flux per node should be small compared to the total
fluid flux entering the system, p*. The relative error in the temperature fields is defined such that the total error
in the temperature fluxes should be small compared to the advective flux entering the system, 6%, T*. The system
is then defined to be converged when ||R*|| < ¥, in which t* is a dimensionless admissible relative error for the
system. In order for the total error norm of the system to meet the convergence tolerance, t*, the relative error of
each individual field must also be less than 7*.

3.2. Fully Coupled Algorithm with dynamic relaxation (FCA)

For this algorithm, Aitken’s A? relaxation method is used to improve the rate of convergence of the
Newton—-Raphson method. Aitken’s A? relaxation method uses the residuals from the previous two iterations in
order to improve the current solution [39]. It is both computationally inexpensive and easy to implement. Its use
has been well established in the realm of fluid—structure interaction problems where it is known to improve the rate
of convergence for both monolithic and sequential schemes [40]. The FC algorithm is enhanced by replacing (43)
using the following steps:

1. Set
., =d + Ad (49)
2. Calculate the relaxation parameter, w;
Ad] (Ad; — Ad;_y)

W = —wi_ (50)
YA — Adi P
3. Update the current solution guess with the relaxation parameter
dip =1 —o)d; +od, (51)

4. Resume the regular Newton—Raphson procedure.
12
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Fig. 6. Flowcharts for the fully, sequentially, and loosely coupled solution algorithms. t* represents the admissible relative error on the
Newton—Raphson iteration, and i,,,, is the set maximum number of iterations.

The FCA algorithm is illustrated in Fig. 6.

3.3. Sequentially coupled algorithm (S-T6-U-P)

Sequentially coupled algorithms are popular in practice due to their ease of implementation. Sequential coupling
arises naturally when multiple pre-existing solvers are linked together. Compared to the fully coupled scheme,
each iteration in a sequentially coupled scheme is less computationally expensive, but more iterations are typically
required to converge to a solution. In a sequentially coupled scheme, each field is solved individually in a given
iteration by assuming that all other fields are fixed. The S-T9-U-P algorithm divides the four fields into three
sub-problems: conservation of energy, conservation of mass, and equilibrium of forces. Thus the two temperature
fields are solved together, while the fluid flow and deformation problems are solved individually. Furthermore, the
discrete form of the subproblem for the fields 7 and 6 is linear for a given u and p, so it is advantageous to
solve the two temperature fields simultaneously. For the S-T6-U-P algorithm, the primary variables are updated as
follows:

1.

2.

98]

n

Calculate the temperature residuals R%,(u?_,, 87 ,0""', T" ) and R%,(u" ,p" ,, 0",

tangent matrices [Kggl! (u?_)), [Kor1? (u}_)), [Krgl} (0!_)), [Kr7]} (uf_;, pf_,)
Solve for A} and AT as follows and update the primary variables

407" ([Kee Kor]" 'Ry

AT ; B Kre Krr ; Ry ;
01" [e]" 207"

1], =[], +[2]

. Update the displacement residual R}, (u’_,, 87, p/_,) and tangent matrix [K,,17 (u}_,)

i—-1

. Solve for Au} as follows and update the primary variables

1

no__ ..n n
u; =u;_; + Au

A = (K, 1) R

. Repeat steps 3 and 4 until convergence in the non-linear subproblem is achieved:

IRl .
—<T
ngu*

T?_,), as well as the

(52)

(53)

(54)
(55)

(56)
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6. Update the pressure residual RZ:‘ (u}, p!_,), and tangent matrix [Kp,,]? (u)
7. Solve for Ap? as follows and update the primary variables

n m—=1 oy
Ap} = ([Kpp]i) R}, (57)

p; =P +Ap; (58)
8. Update R? and check for global convergence.

The S-T6-U-P algorithm is illustrated in Fig. 6, where t* represents the admissible error on the iteration. The
convergence criteria for the sequential algorithm is identical to the fully-coupled algorithm.

3.4. Sequentially coupled algorithm (S-T6-UP)

This sequentially coupled algorithm separates the larger problem into two subproblems: a thermal problem,
and a mechanical problem. Like the S-TO-U-P algorithm, the two temperature fields are simultaneously solved
first. However, this algorithm is designed on the premise that there is strong two-way coupling between the fluid
pressure and solid deformation, and that the two should not be decoupled. This premise is informed by the results
of hydraulic fracturing simulations, in which solving the displacement and pressure fields separately introduces
spurious oscillations into the solutions [27]. For the S-T6-UP algorithm, the primary variables are updated as
follows:

1. Calculate the temperature residuals R}.(u?_, 07, 0" !, T! ) and R}, (u!_,p! |, 07 |, T! ), as well as the

tangent matrices [Kgol! (u!_,), [Kor]? (u?_)), [Krgl? (uf_)), [Krr]? (0, p!_,
2. Solve for Af} and AT} as follows and update the primary variables

207" ([Kee Kor]" 'Ry
o= <)) (% @

i i

01" 0" 207"
[T]i N |:T:|i—l " [AT]i ©

3. Update the displacement and pressure residuals Ry, (uf_,, 67, p;_;) and R, (u}_,, p/_,), as well as the tangent
matrices [K,, I} (07), [Kpu]:l (CHENP D2 [Kpp]? (i)
4. Solve for Au! and Ap! as follows and update the primary variables

Au]" ([Ku K17\ [R}
[Apl a <[K Kpp],.) R, |, (61)
u n u n Au n
- 62
[Pl [P]”Jr[ﬂpl (62)

5. Repeat steps 3 and 4 until convergence in the non-linear subproblem is achieved:

2 2\ 0.5
((||Rul|> +(HRPQ>> <o (63)
ngu ngp

6. Update R? and check for global convergence.

The S-TO-UP algorithm is illustrated in Fig. 6, where t* represents the admissible error on the iteration. The
convergence criteria for the sequential algorithm is identical to the fully-coupled algorithm.

3.5. Loosely Coupled (LC)

Loosely coupled algorithms provide another computationally efficient alternative to the fully-coupled scheme.
Loosely-coupled schemes are very fast and often give the impression of robustness since they are one-pass schemes
and thus do not verify convergence. While it is well known that loosely-coupled schemes are problematic, it is
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included in this study since such schemes are often used indiscriminately in practice. For the loosely coupled
algorithm, the same solution strategy as the S-T6-UP algorithm is adopted, but a one-pass scheme is adopted instead
of iterating until convergence. The loosely-coupled algorithm is illustrated in Fig. 6.

4. Verification and convergence study

In this section, the physical model is verified against an existing EGS model and then a simple illustrative problem
is constructed to study the convergence properties of the five coupling schemes.

4.1. Verification with existing EGS models

The physical model is verified against an existing EGS model by adopting the example of a single-fracture
EGS first presented by Guo et al. [18], and later used as a verification example by Slatlem Vik et al. [24].
The results presented by Guo et al. [18] and Slatlem Vik et al. [24] are not exact solutions, but rather separate
numerical models which contain their own set of assumptions. There are several key differences between the models:
(1) Guo et al. [18] use a porous media model in which the fracture is modelled as an equivalent thin porous media
volume, rather than a two-dimensional manifold; (2) Guo et al. [18] use only a single temperature field to describe
the conservation of energy within the combined porous media, rather than two separate fields for rock and fluid
temperature (6 and T'); (3) Guo et al. [18] use a hyperbolic model to capture the change in fracture aperture as a
function of confining stress, rather than the simple additive aperture model adopted here.

A circular fracture with a radius of 1000 m connects an injection and production well at a depth of 3000 m,
and an initial fracture aperture of 0.2 mm. The circular fracture, {2/, is enforced on the two-dimensional square
fracture plane through the initial aperture such that wy = 0.2 mm VX € {24, and wy = 107° mm VX ¢ £24,. The
injection and production wells are spaced 500 m apart and cold fluid is injected at a temperature of 50 °C into a
200 °C rock mass at a rate of 12.5 L/s for 30 years. The adopted material properties and boundary conditions are
summarized in Table 1. As there is only a single temperature field in the model of Guo et al. [18], the Nusselt
number is not present in the model of Guo et al. [18], and is thus treated as a calibration parameter to match the
hydro-thermal (TH) production temperature curve from Guo et al. [18]. The Nusselt number, Nu, governs the heat
transfer coefficient, 2, which controls the rate at which heat is transferred between the solid and the fluid. The heat
transfer coefficient is a function of the fracture aperture and is not constant across the fracture plane, & = h(w™").
The model is first run while neglecting the mechanical deformations to calibrate the Nusselt number. The model is
then run with mechanical deformations (THM), and the results are compared against the works of Guo et al. [18]
and Slatlem Vik et al. [24]. The results of this comparison are presented in Fig. 7. The fully-coupled and sequential
solution algorithms yield the same results for this problem.

Despite the differences between the models, the results are similar for both the TH and THM cases, with
a similar change in the production temperature curves when switching from TH to THM models. Our model
predicts 5—10 °C higher production temperatures, but this difference is consistent in both the TH and THM results.
This comparison provides confidence to the present physical model and assumptions. In particular, the models of
Guo et al. and Slatlem Vik et al. include transient terms in the conservation of mass and conservation of energy of
the fluid, which are neglected in the current model. The similar production temperature curves help to validate the
assumption of this physical model that these processes may be assumed to be quasi-steady-state.

4.2. Convergence study

Consider a confined reservoir with an array of alternating vertical production and injection wells hydraulically
connected by a single infinite horizontal planar fracture. As illustrated in Fig. 8, the injection and production wells
are placed at 100 m intervals. The fracture plane is located between 25 m thick reservoir layers. Due to the symmetry
of the system, a one-eighth symmetry model is considered. Symmetry boundary conditions are applied on all vertical
faces. Normal displacements are constrained on the top and bottom surfaces of the model. The temperature on the
bottom face is fixed at the initial temperature, 200 °C, while the top surface is assumed to be insulated. Fluid is
injected at a temperature of 70 °C. The thermal boundary conditions were chosen in order to create an asymmetrical
temperature field with respect to the fracture plane. The pressure is fixed at 100.15 kPa at the inlet, and 100 kPa at
the outlet. The adopted system properties are shown in Table 1.
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Fig. 7. Verification of physical model against existing EGS models [18,24].
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Fig. 8. Problem domain for the convergence study. Injection and production wells are placed at regular intervals on an infinite plane. A
one-eighth symmetry model between the injection and production wells is considered.

Injection was simulated for a period of 12 months. The temperature distributions in the rock mass and the fluid
in the fracture after 12 months are shown in Fig. 9.

Convergence under mesh refinement was studied using structured meshes with decreasing mesh size and a
constant timestep of 1 month. The error was estimated by calculating the difference between the heat flux magnitude,
llg" |, and an L2-projection of the heat flux magnitude, ||q;,|l, which provides an upper bound on the error in the
field 6 [41]. The relative error estimate with respect to mesh refinement, €,, was calculated as

h 2
| L (g = Nasal)”d 2 o

Jo lgpal?d 2
q" = —k,vo" (65)
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Table 1
Material parameters and boundary conditions.

Parameters Variable Units Verification study Convergence study Sample wells
Rock density Ps kg/m? 2500 2600 2600
Elastic modulus E GPa 50 50 50
Poisson’s ratio v [—] 0.25 0.25 0.25
Rock thermal conductivity ks W/m °C 35 6 3
Rock heat capacity Cps J/kg °C 790 800 800
Coefficient of thermal expansion o %107 m/m °C 8 10 10
Fluid density of kg/m? 887 1000 1000
Viscosity w mPa s 1.42 1 1
Fluid thermal conductivity kg Wi/m °C 0.6 0.6 0.6
Fluid heat capacity Cpf J/kg °C 4460 4200 4200
Nusselt number Nu [—] 0.003% 5 5
Injection rate 0 L/s 12.5 - 25
Injection pressure P kPa - 100.15 -
Outlet pressure D kPa 100 100 100
Well pipe diameter D cm 23 23 23
Depth Lp m 3000 350 2000
Initial fracture hydraulic aperture wo mm 0.2 12 4
In-situ stress oy MPa 64 9 51

O Hmax MPa 100 45 45

OHmin MPa 70 25 25
Initial reservoir temperature 6o °C 200 200 200
Injection temperature T °C 50 70 70
Distance between wells m 500 250 250

2Fitted parameter.

_Temp
z 7.0e+01 100 120 140 160 180 2.0e+02
i |

Fig. 9. Temperatures in the fracture plane and rock mass after 12 months for the convergence study problem. The image on the left illustrates
the temperature distribution in the fluid, along with scaled velocity vectors indicating the direction of flow within the fracture plane. The
image on the right illustrates the temperature distribution in the rock mass (displacements x150).

Convergence under timestep refinement was studied using a structured mesh with a characteristic mesh size of 3.125
m and with decreasing timestep size. The error estimate for timestep refinement was calculated using the production
temperature time history. It was assumed that an exact time history of the production temperature, 7,.(¢), is given
by the FC/FCA algorithms using a timestep of 0.01 months. The accumulative relative error of the production
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Fig. 10. Convergence of the different solution methodologies with respect to mesh size and timestep refinement. m is the rate of convergence,
such that the algorithm displays O(h™) or O(At™) rates of convergence with mesh or timestep refinement.

temperature time history, €,, was estimated as

Y
€ = f (le(t) T, (1))*dt -
0 (Tex(t))zd[

The convergence of the different solution methodologies is shown in Fig. 10. With respect to mesh refinement, all
of the algorithms display similar error and rates of convergence. All of the algorithms display O(h%°) convergence,
in which £ is a characteristic length of elements in the mesh. The experimental rate of convergence is similar to the
O(h") convergence of the H1 norm expected in the heat flux field with 8-node brick elements, providing confidence
in the results.

With respect to timestep refinement, the FC/FCA algorithm displays a O(At%%) rate of convergence, which
is very close to the ideal O(At') rate of convergence expected from the backwards Euler method of time
integration, providing confidence that the algorithm is implemented properly. All of the algorithms display a
trend of continuously decreasing error with timestep refinement. The LC algorithm displays the highest relative
error and a convergence rate of O(Ar%?) for all timesteps, which is near but slightly lower than the expected
optimal rate of convergence. The sequential algorithms display errors similar to the FC/FCA algorithms, but slightly
suboptimal convergence rates of O(At*!) and O(At%%) for the S-T-U-P and S-T§-UP algorithms, respectively.
The experimental convergence rates provide confidence in the implementation of the fully-coupled and sequential
algorithms.

In addition to the timestep and mesh size, the convergence behaviour of algorithms is also affected by the
admissible error on the system residual, t*, which is used to define convergence of the iterations within a given
timestep. Through experimentation, it was found that the FC/FCA were not sensitive to the value of t* so long
as 7™ was sufficiently small. The sequential algorithms were found to be more sensitive to the value of 7*, and
it was found that 7* must be reduced as At — 0. When the timestep was held constant as 7* — 0, then the
sequential and fully-coupled algorithms converged to the same solution. When 7* was held constant as At — 0, it
was observed that there exists some timestep size at which the error in the sequential algorithms diverge from the
FC/FCA solution towards the LC solution. The FC and LC algorithms thereby act as lower and upper bounds on
the error for the sequential algorithms.

5. Comparison of solution methods

This section compares the model results from the different solution strategies for two different EGSs. First the
sample problems are described, then the performance of the different solution algorithms is compared in terms of
accuracy, robustness, and computational efficiency.
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Fig. 11. Computational domains for the sample problems. The image on the left details the domain for the single fracture arrangement
while the image on the right details the domain for the double fracture arrangement. The fracture planes are aligned along the XY plane,
such that the Y-axis indicates depth.

5.1. Problem description

First, an EGS doublet well is considered where the injection and production wells are hydraulically connected
by a single fracture plane. The second case considers an EGS doublet well where the injection and production wells
are hydraulically connected by two fracture planes spaced at 50 m. Both EGS wells are illustrated in Fig. 11. Both
systems feature vertical crack planes with horizontal injection and production wells spaced 250 m apart at a mean
depth of 2000 m. The domain area is 4 km? and extends 500 m to either side of the crack planes. The fracture planes
extend the entire width and length of the domain. The in-plane effects of gravity on the fluid pressure are neglected,
but a hydrostatic pressure head is provided from the depth of wells. On the exterior faces of the solid domain, the
temperature is fixed at 200 °C and normal displacements are constrained. The initial temperature is assumed to be
uniform throughout the rock mass, and the in-situ stresses are also assumed to be uniform. The material parameters
and boundary conditions adopted for these two test cases are shown in Table 1. An initial fracture aperture of
4 mm is adopted. It is assumed that the fractures are propped, so the initial fracture aperture is larger than that of
a natural fracture. The impact of the choice of initial aperture is only apparent early on and is primarily reflected
in the fluid pressure. Smaller initial apertures lead to much high fluid pressures. Thus, the impact of a larger initial
aperture is less than may be expected as it is in part offset by a decrease in mechanical opening due to a decrease
in fluid pressure within the fracture. The adopted material parameters assume a granite rock mass and water as a
working fluid [1,42—45]. Unlike the single-fracture EGS system studied in Section 4.1, the EGS systems studied
here are designed with lower in-situ stresses, higher flow rates, and smaller well spacing in order to ensure that a
short-circuiting instability occurs in the life of the system. In this way, the efficiency and robustness of the coupling
schemes can be compared under highly nonlinear conditions in which the coupling between physical processes is
high.

Both sample problems were simulated for a period of 10 years. The injection rate was applied as a ramping
load over the first four months, then kept constant. The single fracture well was solved with timesteps of 1 month
throughout the whole simulation, while the two-fracture system was solved with timesteps of 0.75 months for the
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Production Well

Injection Well

Fig. 12. Tllustration of mesh for the two-fracture EGS. A coarse mesh is used around the edge of the domain while a fine mesh is used
around the injection and production wells. Symmetry of the system is used along the axis of wells.

first 2 years and 1 month for the following 8 years. If a solution algorithm was unable to converge to a solution with
the given timestep, the timestep size was reduced until a converged solution could be found. A solution method was
said to be unable to converge to a solution if the number of iterations exceeded a set maximum number of iterations,
or the residual was observed to diverge (||R*|| — oo). The maximum number of iterations was set to 50 for both
cases. The maximum iteration number was determined based on our experience with these systems; it was observed
that a solution algorithm was generally unlikely to converge if it required more than 50 iterations. A two-dimensional
mesh of 1503 nodes and 1447 Q4 elements was taken for a single fracture plane in the approximations of fluid
pressure and temperature. The fracture mesh was copied for multiple fractures, and extruded laterally to create the
solid mesh, as shown in Fig. 12. The mesh is coarse around the edges of the domain and strategically refined around
the well nodes and near the fracture planes. The total number of degrees of freedom were 237,476 for the single
fracture problem, and 312,626 for the two fracture problem.

5.2. Results and comparison of solution algorithms

Fig. 13 shows the temperature at the production well and the pressure at the injection well for all five
solution algorithms and both EGS systems. There are two temperature breakthroughs observed in Fig. 13a: one
at 6 months, and a second at 16 months. Similar behaviour is observed in Fig. 13b, but the two breakthroughs
are smeared together and so the transitions are not as distinct. For the first months of operation, the reduction
in production temperature is similar to that predicted by a hydro-thermal coupled model and the temperature
breakthrough observed at 6 months is likewise a hydro-thermal effect. After approximately 16 months of operations,
a second temperature breakthrough is observed and both wells exhibit a rapid decrease in the production
temperature due to the opening of a channel within the fracture planes. This second breakthrough is a combined
thermo-hydro-mechanical effect and is not observed in a hydro-thermal model. The conductivity of the open channel
is very high relative to the rest of the plane, so the flow from the injection well is redirected into the cool channel and
away from the hot areas of the plane. The increased flow causes further cooling and aperture growth, encouraging
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Fig. 13. Inlet and outlet conditions for a single and double crack EGS wells according to different solution algorithms. Production temperature
is the temperature of the working fluid from the production well at the surface. Injection pressure is the pressure at the surface to maintain

the specified injection flow rate. Pressure within the fracture is higher than the injection pressure due to the hydrostatic pressure head from
the well depth.

more fluid to flow through the already cooled and open channel. This process causes the production temperature to
decrease very rapidly in a short amount of time in the combined thermo-hydro-mechanical short-circuiting effect
known as flow channelling. Fig. 14 shows the temperature distribution in the fluid for the single fracture EGS. The
velocity vectors in Fig. 14 show how the fluid changes from a dipole pattern with flow in all directions, to highly
restricted flow contained entirely within the channel. Figs. 15 and 16 show the opening of the fracture channel
relative to the rest of the fracture plane for the one- and two-fracture EGS respectively. Heat is extracted from both
sides of the centre rock mass in the two-fracture EGS, causing increased contraction and larger apertures in the
two-fracture EGS. The temperature and pressure distributions in the fracture plane show qualitative agreement with
the works of Guo et al. [18] and Slatlem Vik et al. [24].

With respect to the EGS with one fracture plane, the FC, FCA, and S-T6-UP algorithms displayed nearly identical
results when using the same acceptable relative residual error of T* = 107>, The loosely-coupled solution displays
different results from the very start of the simulation, while the S-T@-U-P solution begins to deviate after 16 months
when the rate of change of the production temperature increases drastically. The impact of the decoupled pressure
field in the S-TH-U-P algorithm appears in the inlet pressure, where the S-T9-U-P algorithm appears to undershoot
the peak pressure, then overestimate the inlet pressure until the system reaches a quasi-steady state phase at 40
months. After 40 months, the fracture channel is fully open, and while there are still transient effects occurring
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(a) 4 months (b) 18 months (c) 36 months

Fig. 14. Temperature distribution in the fracture fluid over time. Vectors indicating the direction of flow are scaled with the magnitude of
fluid velocity. A dipole flow pattern is observed at the beginning of production in which fluid flows in all directions. Channelling develops
and redirects the fluid flow as the fracture aperture increases due to heat loss.

(a) 6 months (b) 18 months (c¢) 36 months

Fig. 15. Development of an open channel due to heat loss in a single fracture EGS. The temperature in the rock mass is plotted with the
displacements and contact penetrations scaled x1500. The maximum fracture apertures over time are (a) 4.7 mm, (b) 12.7 mm, (c) 30.0 mm.
The injection and production wells are shown at their positions in the undeformed configuration. Aperture growth starts symmetrically around
the injection well, and on the inlet side of the production well. Over time, the two sections merge to form an open channel in the fracture
plane.

(a) 6 months (b) 18 months (c) 36 months

Fig. 16. Development of an open channel due to heat loss in a two-fracture EGS with 50 m spacing. The temperature in the rock mass
is plotted with the displacements and contact penetrations scaled x1000. The maximum fracture apertures over time in plane 1 are (a)
12.1 mm, (b) 23.8 mm, (c) 38.6 mm. The maximum fracture apertures over time in plane 2 are (a) 12.2 mm, (b) 24.0 mm, (c) 39.0 mm.
The injection and production wells are shown at their positions in the undeformed configuration. Aperture growth is larger in the two-fracture
EGS because the centre rock mass experiences heat loss from both sides. A clear asymmetry in the deformed shape of the fracture aperture
is observed due to the increased contraction of the centre rock mass.
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Fig. 17. Production temperature for the double fracture well between 25 and 45 months. Oscillations in the outlet temperature are observed
in the FC algorithm and are the results of taking timesteps that are too small for the system.

within the reservoir, there is little further change in the outlet temperature or inlet pressure. There are no spurious
oscillations observed in the pressure field with the S-TA-U-P algorithm, so it is concluded that the coupled system
of equations is not subjected to the same coupling requirements as hydraulic fracture models [27].

With respect to the EGS with two fracture planes, the production temperature from the FC algorithm exhibits
oscillations not seen in the other solutions. The FC algorithm suffers from a lack of robustness and needs very small
timesteps to converge to a solution. This lack of robustness in the FC algorithm is due to the nature of the coupling
between systems. Consider for example the displacement field. It is expected that the aperture will fluctuate between
iterations while trying to find a position of equilibrium that satisfies the contact problem. These small changes in the
aperture are amplified in the fluid field due to the w? term in the Jacobian matrix. These changes in the fluid field
can then have huge effects on the fluid temperature distribution, which in turn could then affect the temperature
distribution in the solid, which then feeds back into the displacement field. In this manner, small changes in one
field can ripple throughout the other fields, making it difficult to find a converged solution. Therefore, the FC
algorithm requires small timesteps to converge, especially when the system is changing quickly. Not only does this
increase the computation time, but the S-method of time integration becomes susceptible to spurious oscillations if
the timestep size is too small [34,35]. This poses a paradoxical problem for the FC algorithm: small timesteps are
required to find a converged solution, but small timesteps will also introduce spurious oscillations into the solution.
These oscillations are observed in the outlet temperature for the two-fracture EGS between months 25 and 45,
even with the Backwards Euler 8 = 0. This issue is only observed in the two-fracture EGS as there are additional
sources of non-linearity and physical instabilities, such as inter-plane contact and the redistribution of flow between
planes, which are not present in the one-fracture EGS. Fig. 17 shows a magnified version of the outlet temperature
from the two-fracture system in which the oscillations in the outlet temperature from the FC algorithm are clearly
visible. The oscillations only appear in the temperature fields and are present in both fractures in both space and
time. The fracture apertures do not experience oscillations, as the magnitude of the oscillations is small and so the
rock mass temperature is smooth enough to likewise create a smooth displacement field. These oscillations cannot
be reduced by reducing the iteration error tolerance, t*. The fully-coupled algorithm therefore produces inaccurate
results during periods in which the system experiences strong coupling between the physical processes.

The FCA algorithm does not suffer from the same drawbacks as the FC algorithm. Aitken’s A? relaxation
is a simple and cheap addition to the FC algorithm, but it results in immense improvements in the algorithm’s
performance. Aitken relaxation allows the FCA algorithm to find a converged solution in less than 25 iterations,
while the FC algorithm would require more than 50 iterations at the same timestep size, if it converges at all.
The improved robustness of the FCA algorithm is demonstrated through Fig. 18, which shows how the addition
of relaxation allows the FCA algorithm to continue to converge at a consistent large timestep size while the FC
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Fig. 19. Proportion of total flow in the dominant crack plane (plane 1) over time for the two fracture EGS. With an admissible error of
% = 1073, only the FC, FCA, and S-T#-UP algorithms capture the behaviour in which in the second plane develop channelling before the
first plane.

algorithm must frequently reduce its timestep size in order to be able to converge to a solution. This also translates
into improved accuracy for the FCA algorithm, as it is less susceptible than the FC algorithm to spurious oscillations.
While the addition of Aitken’s relaxation improves the robustness of the FCA solution algorithm, further work is
needed to determine the requirements for unconditional stability of the time stepping process. The work of van
Duijn et al. [36] demonstrates the analysis that is required to show global stability of the system.

With respect to the EGS with two fracture planes, the FCA, S-TA-U-P, and S-T9-UP solutions all displayed
very similar outlet temperatures and inlet pressures when using the same acceptable relative residual error of
* = 107°. However, the proportions of flow over time through each fracture are remarkably different. Fig. 19
illustrates the proportion of total flow in plane 1 and demonstrates how the algorithms yield different behaviour
in the reservoir, despite the similar production temperatures and injection pressures. Although the fracture planes
are initially identical, an additional pressure head is supplied by the connecting wells, such that the connected
fracture-well system is asymmetric and causes plane 2 to open before plane 1. Plane 2 has higher average fluid
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Fig. 20. Reducing tolerance on the FCA and S-TO-U-P algorithms and accompanying computation time. The image on the left shows the
proportion of flow in the first plane as the admissible iteration tolerance, 7*, is reduced, demonstrating how the two algorithms converge
to the same solution with sufficiently strict tolerances. The image on the right shows the accompanying computation time for the first 30
months of simulation. In order to obtain the converged solution for a given timestep size, the iteration tolerance on the sequential algorithm
must be very strict such that it becomes more computationally expensive than the fully-coupled solution.

pressure within the plane such that the average contact stress is slightly lower across plane 2 than it is across plane
1, allowing plane 2 to open before plane 1. Once the channel opens in plane 2, the fluid pressure drops in plane
2, which allows plane 1 to open and develop channelling. Over time, the two fracture EGS system performance
decays such that flow is allocated entirely to plane 1. This is a subtle behaviour of the system that is lost in the
sequential and loosely-coupled algorithms when using the same convergence criteria as the FCA algorithm.

From the results of the convergence study in Section 4, it is known that the sequential algorithms will converge
to the same solution as the fully-coupled algorithms for a given timestep size as the admissible error on the relative
residual is reduced, t* — 0. Using the same admissible relative residual error of 7* = 107>, the sequential
algorithms appear to offer computational efficiency over the FCA algorithm, with overall computation times for
the two fracture EGS of 7 h (S-T6-U-P) and 12 h (S-T6-UP) compared to 28 h (FCA). As there are discrepancies
in the results between the algorithms, this implies that the results are not converged and raises the question: how
much must the admissible relative error be reduced to find converged solutions between the different algorithms
and what is the accompanying computational cost?

The S-TO-U-P and FCA algorithms are considered with increasingly strict tolerance on the admissible iteration
error, the results of which are shown in Fig. 20. As the admissible error is reduced, a large change in the results
of the FCA algorithm from is observed from t* = 1073 to t* = 107°, but then little change is observed as
7* is reduced to 1077 indicating that the converged solution for the given timestep scheme has been found. The
fully-coupled algorithms have long computation times even at high admissible errors, but decreasing the admissible
error is accompanied by a small increase in computational cost, typically only one or two extra iterations. Fig. 20
demonstrates that as the admissible relative error on the residual is refined, the S-T6-U-P solution slowly converges
towards the FCA results but is accompanied by a large increase in overall computation time. As a result, to obtain
a well-converged solution for given timestep scheme, the S-T6-U-P algorithm requires such strict tolerances that
it loses any computational advantages it appears to offer over the FCA algorithm. Similar behaviour is observed
with the S-T@-UP algorithm, even though the solution at T* = 107> is closer to the converged solution than the
S-TO-U-P algorithm. Thus while the sequential and fully-coupled algorithms produce the same converged solutions
with sufficiently small iteration tolerances, in practice the sequential schemes are more computationally expensive if
well-converged solutions are sought. It is thus concluded that the advantages of sequential algorithms are relegated
to their ease of implementation and reduced memory requirements.

6. Conclusions

In this article, the first comparison of monolithic and sequential solution coupling schemes for
thermo-hydro-mechanical modelling of enhanced geothermal systems is presented. A thermo-hydro-mechanical
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finite element model is developed for an EGS well consisting of one injection and one production well hydraulically
connected by planar fractures. Two monolithic solution schemes are developed — one using the Newton—Raphson
iterative method, and one using the Newton—Raphson method modified by Aitken’s A? relaxation method. The
monolithic schemes are compared for numerical accuracy and computational efficiency against two sequential
schemes and one loosely-coupled scheme.

It is demonstrated fully-coupled solution scheme provides an optimal rate of convergence with mesh and timestep
refinement. However, the fully-coupled solution scheme requires very small timesteps in order to converge to a
solution, particularly during periods of rapid change within the system, such as the onset of short-circuiting. The
requirement for small timesteps introduces spurious oscillations into the solution due to the minimum timestep size
of the B-method of time integration. Aitken’s A? relaxation method is shown to increase the robustness of the fully-
coupled Newton—Raphson scheme. Aitken relaxation reduces the overall computation time through larger timesteps
and fewer iterations, and circumvents the spurious oscillations introduced by the minimum timestep requirement.
It is demonstrated that sequential algorithms are capable of producing solutions with the same accuracy and rate
of convergence as the monolithic schemes with sufficiently strict iteration tolerances, furthering the verification
and providing confidence to the results of previous EGS modelling efforts. No spurious oscillations are observed
in the sequential solutions. It is shown that the computation time of the sequential algorithms exceeds that of
the monolithic solution schemes when seeking well-converged solutions. Loosely-coupled schemes are shown to
provide near optimal rates of convergence with mesh and timestep refinement, but are much less accurate than the
monolithic and sequential schemes.

Considerable work remains to be done in exploring the behaviour of enhanced geothermal systems themselves.
There are many physical phenomena within these systems that have not been included in this study, such as in-situ
stress gradients, temperature gradients, turbulence within the well pipes, heat transfer within the well pipes, and
anisotropy within the rock mass. Validation through comparison of modelling results with lab and field experiments
is also required to increase confidence in existing modelling efforts.
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Appendix. Definitions of derivative matrices, residual vectors, and Jacobian entries

The solid and fluid fields are discretized using the finite element method. The gradients of the scalar fields,
e", p", T", are defined as

Voh(X, 1) = BX)0(r) (A.1)
Vp"(X, 1) = BX)p(r) (A2)
vT'(X, t) = BX)T(t) (A3)
B=VN (A.4)
B=vVy (A.5)

in which B and B are the matrices of spatial derivatives of the three and two dimensional shape function vectors
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N and ¥, respectively. The stress and strain fields are recast into Voigt form, such that

{oy={on on o3 on o3 Ulz}T (A.6)
{o} —{oo} = D ({e} —a AO{1}) (A7)
i={t 1 1 00 o (A8)
e ={uin wap w33 wazdusy wiztusy wiatuz }T (A9)
{e} = {B}u (A.10)

in which D is the matrix form of the elasticity tensor, C, {¢} is the strain tensor, &, recast into Voigt form, and {B}
is the matrix B rearranged into Voigt form.

The semi-discrete form of the coupled system of equations is given as

Ru(ll, P, 0) Fuu - Fup
Rp(u’ P) FP - FFQ - Fg
— : = A.l1
Ry(u, 0, T) CO — Fyy — For 0 (A1h
Rr(u,p,0,T) —Fro +Frr +Fgap
in which the vectors are defined as
N
N
T T N
F. = / {B}"D{B}du — / {B} ' Dar | ) | d£2(6 — o) (A.12)
2 2
0
0
F,, = <% . NT(PI +oo+ ;conl)nrjdp + f NT(pI +oo+ ;C""I)npcd[‘) (A13)
r I'e
F,= ?§ B - pwkVpdl' (A.14)
I
Fr, = 7§ ¥ ' 0dr (A.15)
Ig
F, =7§ B - prwkp,gdl’ (A.16)
I'e
C= / N pscpsNd 2 (A.17)
2
Foo = / B k,Bd 260 (A.18)
2
For = 7§+ N h(w)@| .+ — T)dl +?§ N"h(w)@ - — T)dT (A.19)
: re
Frg = ?§+ ,/,Th(w)(mpj —T)dI +7§ :/ﬁh(w)(mpf —T)dI (A.20)
re re
Frr=¢ B - wk;VT + ¢ pse,pwv-VT)dI (A.21)
I'c
Foap = f B -vwprcpr - T - R(T"AD (A.22)
Ic

and the fracture aperture is defined as w = wg + an} (N] = N| e u.
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The Jacobian for the Newton—Raphson method is given as

— —-n

AR, ORy OR, ORy
ou op 00 OT n
Kuu Kup Ku9 0
iRy iRy IR, iR,
J7 _ dou oJp 030 OT _ Kpu Kpp 0 0 (A.23)
9Ry ORg Ry Ry Kou 0 Koo Kor
du op 96 T
K7, Krp Ko K77
Rz ORy Ry ORp ’
| du adp 30 T 4,
in which the entries of the Jacobian are defined as
a;C(H‘l affon
K, = f (B} 'D{B}d 2 +7§ N'npq+—>n! ,NdI' +f N'np-—*n _NdTI' (A24)
0 FL‘+ < Jquwn Iy s c Juwn I
K, = f+ N'n  ydl + f N'n,-ydr (A.25)
Iy re
N
N
T N
Ky =— [ {B} D« 0 ds (A.26)
Q
0
0
ow"k(w™) qwk(w™)
K, = B' - p;Vp———n', r B'p;Vp———n! _NdI' A2
" ﬁi LIV P n;Nd +¢1‘} PIVP gy 1 Nd (A2D)
K, — 7§ BT pw"k(w")Bd T (A28)
I'e
T/nn n ah T T/nn n ah T
Ko, = — N @®"—T")—n_ NdI' + N @"—T")—n _NdI' (A.29)
F:r own Ie e ow" le
C
Ko = - = ( / B'k,Bd 2 +y§ N h(w")NdT + f NTh(w”)NdF> (A.30)
t 0 rF ro
Kor = — (— f . NTh(wpdT — 7§ NTh(w")tﬁdF) (A31)
Ie re
oh oh
Kp, = _?ﬁ YO —T")—n NdI' —f ¥ (0" —T")—n _NdI'
rt wn Ie ro dwn e
a(wv)
T T ) T
d(wv)
+ 7§ (]B%T “kyVT + ,/,TpfcprT - )n;NdF (A.32)
rr ¢
a(wv) ON(T™)
T n oy T
+ ﬁ:rIB% ,ofcpfr< Yo" NT )nFjN+wv ad dr
d(wv) IN(T™)
n ?g Brpfcpff< ™ N(T"n} N+ wy )4l
Kr, :f ¥ prcps VT - (—wk(w")BdI
I (A.33)

AN(T!
+ jﬁ B oot (—wk(w")i)i(Th)IB%—i—wv B(p ))dF
I'e

28



B. Gee and R. Gracie Computer Methods in Applied Mechanics and Engineering 373 (2021) 113554

ON(T™
Kry = —f . ¥ h(w")NdT — % ¥ " h(w")NdT + f BT vafc,,fr%dr (A.34)
I7; o

c

Krr =— % (BTw"kfIEB + l/fT,ofcpfwv 'B) dI' — 2% ¥ h(w"dl

¢ A.
+ % BT - wopyepr 0y .
. w c ——
T PrepfT T
The derivatives of the advection stabilization residual for linear elements with respect to the degrees of freedom are
on owv oh
—=|—" VT — (() —2T) — )nj . N A.36
ou (E)w prep VT = (I0) )aw)n“ (A.36)
oNn
op = —wk(w)prc,s VT - B (A.37)
oNn
— = —hN A.38
) (A.38)
oNn
3T = wv - prcpr B+ 20y (A.39)
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