
 

A PUBLIC LECTURE PRESENTED BY  

THE WATERLOO INSTITUTE  
FOR SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
 
 

Friday November 24, 2023 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm (EST) 
 

Venue: Centre for Environmental & 
Information Technology (EIT) 
Room no. 3142 
 

ZOOM LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4640082022  

 

HOW LOCAL UTILITIES WILL PLAY 
A KEY ROLE IN THE ENERGY 
TRANSITION 

Umar Waqas, Vice President, Engineering & Continuous 

Improvement, GrandBridge Energy 

The electricity sector is expected to undergo rapid changes with the 

emergence of electrification and the influx of distributed energy resources. 

This requires action from local electricity distributors like GrandBridge 

Energy Inc. to ensure the grid is prepared to accommodate the anticipated 

load growth. The introduction of the Distribution System Operator (DSO) is 

a new market model which provides opportunities to use local renewable 

energy and storage resources to improve grid resiliency.   
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Umar Waqas is a utility sector 

professional who is passionate about the 

challenges of the 21st century electricity 

grid. As Vice President of Engineering 

and Continuous Improvement, Umar 

leads the organization’s Design services, 

Metering, and Distributed Energy 

Resource group. Umar is a registered 

Professional Engineer in the Province of 

Ontario (P.Eng.). Umar has a Bachelor of 

Applied Science (Electrical) degree from 

McMaster University and a Master of 

Business Administration degree from 

Wilfrid Laurier University. 
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