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UWATERLOO SCHOLAR

• What is UWaterloo Scholar

• Uses and benefits

• Project description

• What is Open Scholar

• UWaterloo Implementation of Open Scholar

• Trials and tribulations

• Future development

• Questions and comments
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WHAT IS UWATERLOO SCHOLAR

• Uses Open Scholar
• Open source software solution built on Drupal

• Provides dynamic and customizable personal 
or academic websites

• Offered as a SaaS

• Built using the WatIAM id
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USES AND BENEFITS

• Why use UWaterloo Scholar

• Takes seconds to create a website

• Friendly user interface

• Easy to maintain

• No technical experience required

• Open Source

• Built on Drupal

• Used by many academic institutions
• http://openscholar.harvard.edu/
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USES AND BENEFITS

• Benefits of UWaterloo Scholar

• Allow faculty to quickly build websites

• Secure, professional environment

• Self management or easily maintained by 

another user.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

• Personal websites for faculty and 

researchers account for a significant 

footprint of UW

• Implement Open Scholar for use at UW.

• Use “out of the box” as much as possible

• Have one theme for all UWaterloo Scholar sites

• Build on WatIAM id(s)
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http://theopenscholar.org/
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UWATERLOO SCHOLAR

• Demo of “Out of the box” Open Scholar

• Demo of UWaterloo Scholar
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS

• Base on WatIAM ID

• Logging in via CAS

• Restricting to just faculty
• During login use ldap lookup to see which OU groups user 

belongs too

• Allowing WCMS to administrate everyone
• During login use ldap and change role to administrator.

• Creating a role that can create on behalf of other 

people
• Nexus group created and during login use ldap lookup to 

grant user certain access
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS

• Open Scholar documentation

• Very well documented front-end
• http://docs.openscholar.harvard.edu/

• Virtually no back-end documentation
• Thankfully built on Drupal

http://docs.openscholar.harvard.edu/
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS

• Open Scholar customization

• Open Scholar is extremely customizable
• Restrict to UW theme and functions.

• Removal of all appearance edits

• Removal of all widget edits
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS

• Open Scholar updates

• Releases happen often

• Little or confusing release notes
• http://theopenscholar.org/software/openscholar-drupal-7/7x-

3523

• No feature reverts

http://theopenscholar.org/software/openscholar-drupal-7/7x-3523
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS

• De-Harvardifying and theming

• Open Scholar has an abundance of themes

• Users are able to pick a theme by default

• Our implementation was to restrict to one UW 

theme.

• Theming uses old philosophy to code for 

responsive

• Implemented testing to check on updates
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TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS

• “Out of the box” -> Custom code

• Still use about 90% of Open Scholar

• Custom code comes around 1500 lines
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FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

• Pilot launched Aug 2016
• Math, Arts and Environment

• 1.0 Alpha was released on Nov 28, 2016

• All faculties and grad students

• 1.0 Beta will be released Jan/Feb 2017

• Full release first quarter 2017
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THANK YOUS

• Would like to thank the following:

• Andrew McAlorum

• Martin Leblanc

• WCMS team
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QUESTIONS/COMMENTS


