
HTML template
Content editors update content using 
a specialized software tool (Adobe 
Contribute). This content is published 
directly to static HTML pages. Units 
must purchase software licences for 
all content editors.

Content exists in 
static web pages.

Current web maintenance at UW (Dreamweaver/Contribute model)

Derived from diagrams developed by the University of British Columbia (http://www.cms.ubc.ca/welcome.html)

Web developers

Web developers apply templates to these 
pages using Dreamweaver. Stylesheet files that 
control the basic CLF design are located on a 
central server. Web developers can also add 
additional stylesheets to customize the design.

If dynamic functionality is required, developers 
can implement third-party tools or build their 
own applications.

Content Editors

Static Web Pages

Specialized editing software

(Adobe Contribute)

Web browser Audience

Note: Many variations of this process exist 
across campus:

• Some units use Dreamweaver for both 
content editing and template updates. 

• Some units have implemented server 
side includes for standard page 
elements (headers, footers, navigation).

• CPA and the Library units are using 
Contribute Publishing Services to 
manage access to web pages.

• A few units have replaced the 
Dreamweaver template system with 
in-house scripts in varying forms.

Centralized 
stylesheets + local 
custom stylesheet
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Content Editors

Content Database

CMS Engine

Ordinary web browser

Web developers

Web browser

CMS settings 
and options Templates 

and stylesheets

Content editors update content 
using an ordinary web browser. 
The web interface enters content 
into a database. Units do not need 
to purchase special software.

Web developers use the CMSʼs 
web-based control panels to apply 
settings and manipulate content. 
HTML templates and CSS files can 
be edited using a text editor. 

Content exists 
in a database.

Some systems have 
the option to export 
static html pages.

Audience

CMS web maintenance process The CMS engine takes content 
from the database and 
packages it together with HTML 
templates and stylesheets to 
display in the web browser.

Derived from diagrams developed by the University of British Columbia (http://www.cms.ubc.ca/welcome.html)
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