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    A message from Jean Becker (Inuk), Associate Vice President, Office of Indigenous Relations






  
          

          

“The month of June is National Indigenous History Month. National Indigenous People’s Day takes place on June 21, also known to many as the summer solstice.


It is the shared responsibility of all peoples on this land to acknowledge the historic and ongoing colonial relationship with the First Nations, Inuit and Metis Nations, who make up the Indigenous Peoples of Canada and actively work towards truth, reconciliation and decolonization.


It is equally important that we make space for the celebration of varied historic achievements of Indigenous Peoples, as well as current contributions on UWaterloo’s campuses and further afield. National Indigenous History Month is a time for celebration, gratitude and knowledge-building around the diversity, rich history and experiences of Indigenous Peoples and communities.


I am pleased that the University of Waterloo is committed to building long-term relationships with Indigenous Peoples based on respect and reciprocity.  We are delighted to share the University of Waterloo Indigenous Strategic Plan 2023-2028, which guides the University towards its goal of indigenizing and decolonizing the institution. The plan outlines a clear path for the University to implement the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action, as well as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.


This June, we also have an exciting range of events planned in honour of National Indigenous History Month, which you can learn more about below. It is our hope this month and every month that we move beyond words and take meaningful and direct actions on this shared journey towards reconciliation and decolonization.
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    Read about our students, researchers and alumni who are making a difference.

  




      


          


    
  





  





  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    


  
          

          



Waterloo welcomes an Eagle Staff


An important symbol of Indigenous acknowledgement, the Eagle Staff will serve as a beacon of reconciliation

  




      


          


    
  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    


  
          

          



Welcoming more Black and Indigenous excellence


The Faculty of Arts introduces four new faculty members

  




      


          


    
  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    


  
          

          



Supporting Indigenous studies and research at Waterloo


Circle donors help support grassroots initiatives like the Indigenous Research Guide, a project aimed at advancing Indigenous studies and research on campus.

  




      


          


    
  





  





  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    


  
          

          



A new wave in recognizing the Ocean’s vital role


Acknowledging the Ocean as a living being is increasingly important for planetary well-being and global sustainability

  




      


          


    
  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    


  
          

          



Truth and Reconciliation: A call for action


Working to implement Indigenization on campus

  




      


          


    
  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    


  
          

          



Indigenous students rock their mocs


WISC is building community and connection to Indigenous traditions

  




      


          


    
  





  





  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    


  
          

          



An Indigenous sense of place


Honouring an Indigenous relationship to land requires a lot more than eco-friendly building materials

  




      


          


    
  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    


  
          

          



Affirming Waterloo's commitment to decolonization, Indigenization and reconciliation


President Goel reflects on the Commitment Ceremony that took place on September 22

  




      


          


    
  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    


  
          

          



Q and A with the experts: The role of Indigenous women in the preservation and transmission of traditional knowledge


Waterloo historian and anthropologist explains how the importance of women in the community is inextricably tied to the land

  




      


          


    
  





  





  
    
    
    

              

  
        
                  Upcoming events

              
          
  
    June 5 | Finding Ways to Cultivate Curiosity and Respect in Learning and Clinical Contexts by Dr. Chase McMurren


June 6 | First Nations Principles of OCAP® Virtual Presentation


June 7 | James Vukelich Kaagegaabaw: The Seven Grandfather Teachings


June 8 | Indigenous Movie Night!


June 20 | Dr. Kayla Murphy and Robin Stadelbauer: Land and Territorial Acknowledgements


June 21 | Indigenous Peoples Day Hangout!


June 29 | Ozhawa Anung Kwe/ Yellow Star Woman (Teddy Syrette): 2Spirit & LGBTQ+ Pride


Visit the event page for more information.

  




      


          


    
  





  





  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    
      Bringing the acknowledgement, celebration and awareness to campus not only makes space for Indigenous people to be seen and included, it equips everyone with the education and tools needed to create a knowledge driven and inclusive community.

    

        
      
        
          ROBIN STADELBAUER, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, INDIGENOUS RELATIONS

        
      

    
      




      


          


    
  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
                
  
          
          




      


          


    
  





  





  
    
    
    

              

  
        
                  Indigenous funds to support

              
          
  
    Indigenous Student Success Fund       


Provides financial assistance to Indigenous students experiencing financial hardship. The fund addresses a range of needs including emergency housing-related expenses, rental payment, funding security, and education enrichment. 


Indigenous Opportunities Fund        


Supports programming needs of the Office of Indigenous Relations. Under the direction of Associate Vice-President, Indigenous Relations, this unrestricted fund allows the office to fund urgent projects that may arise. 


Faculty of Arts Indigenous Initiatives Fund


Supports and promotes Indigenous Initiatives, and makes Indigenous histories and cultures more visible on campus through Indigenous-led programs, activities and events, including the annual Indigenous Speakers Series which highlights the voices of Indigenous artists, writers, activists, scholars and leaders from across Turtle Island.


Longhouse Labs Capital Fund    


The Longhouse Labs will provide emerging Indigenous visual artists with residencies and exhibition opportunities at Waterloo. Creating appropriate, dedicated and resourced space is a critical first step in supporting the experience of the artists.


Black and Indigenous Students Engineering Outreach Program  


Supports racialized youth in Grades 1 to 12 through programs and activities, and provides bursaries and/or scholarships. 


Engineering Equity Fund 


Supports activities related to diversity initiatives, including programming, outreach, research and awards.                                    


Note: The Office of Indigenous Relations manages a list of awards available for Indigenous Students



Resources


	Territorial Acknowledgement
	Indigenous Student Support Counsellor
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    Office of Indigenous Relations – EC5 4201


Hours: Monday to Friday (excluding university closures)
9:00am – 4:00pm


indigenousrelations@uwaterloo.ca
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        The University of Waterloo acknowledges that much of our work takes place on the traditional territory of the Neutral, Anishinaabeg and Haudenosaunee peoples. Our main campus is situated on the Haldimand Tract, the land granted to the Six Nations that includes six miles on each side of the Grand River. Our active work toward reconciliation takes place across our campuses through research, learning, teaching, and community building, and is co-ordinated within the Office of Indigenous Relations.
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