
Ask the Experts: Tri-Agency and OGS/QEII-GSST graduate scholarships 
Q&A Session 
OGS International Questions: 
 
I am an international student studying MMath in CS (Thesis).  I already got the IMAE and 
the RA/TA fundings, can I still apply for these scholarships?  

• Even if you receive funding from your department/supervisor, you are still encouraged to apply 
for a scholarship if you are eligible. These are meritorious scholarships and it gives you a 
competitive "edge" if you are successful!  

Are the requirements different for international vs domestic students?  
• The requirements and application process are the same for both the domestic and international 

OGS/QEII-GSST competitions. However, there are separate competition deadlines for each. 
Please review our website for further information.   

As IRCC has delayed processing the study permit of international students, will 
international students be able to submit the scholarship application without having study 
permit during the time when student has applied? Thanks.  

• You are still eligible to apply. However, please note that successful OGS International recipients 
who are residing outside of Canada due to COVID-19 will be required to show either proof of 
existing study permit or in-progress study permit application before funds will be released to 
them.  

Assuming I applied as an international student and I got selected for OGS funding 
program, what happens when I change status from International student to PR citizen 
during the Winter 2020 term? 

• If you are selected as a successful OGS International recipient in Fall 2020, and subsequently 
change to PR in Winter 2021, it will not impact your successful OGS International award. 
Waterloo will still honour your original OGS award.  

How can an international student, who has deferred his program for one year, apply for 
these scholarships?  

• International students must currently be registered to apply. Therefore, international students 
who have deferred this year must wait until they are registered next year to apply.   

I am an international student starting my graduation this fall in MEng in ECE remotely 
from India. What all scholarships am I eligible to apply while studying remotely from 
India?  

• You are eligible to apply for an OGS Intl award in Fall 2020. However, please note that successful 
OGS International recipients who are residing outside of Canada due to COVID-19 will be 
required to show either proof of existing study permit or in-progress study permit application 
before funds will be released to them.  

https://uwaterloo.ca/graduate-studies-postdoctoral-affairs/current-students/external-awards/ontario-graduate-scholarship-ogs-and-queen-elizabeth-ii
https://uwaterloo.ca/graduate-studies-postdoctoral-affairs/current-students/external-awards/ontario-graduate-scholarship-ogs-and-queen-elizabeth-ii


Is this scholarship for Meng course for engineers and those who are international 
students can they apply? 

• Please review our website for OGS/QEII-GSST. As an international student, you may be eligible 
to apply for OGS as part of the international competition.  

What opportunities are available to me as an international graduate student? How can I 
stand out? 

• As an International student, you are eligible to apply for either the OGS International 
competition or Vanier. You can find more information on our OGS/QEII-GSST and Vanier 
websites.  

Am I correct that international Master's students starting in Fall 2020, whose student visa 
applications are delayed as a result of COVID, would not be able to receive the OGS 
scholarship during their Master's degree? What can international students do to help 
them best stand out? 

• You are still eligible to apply. However, please note that successful OGS International recipients 
who are residing outside of Canada due to COVID-19 will be required to show either proof of 
existing study permit or in-progress study permit application before funds will be released to 
them.  

I am an international student who still not having a study permit yet. Waiting for visa 
approval. So, I am planning to apply for OGS scholarship. Am I eligible to apply?  

• Yes, you are still eligible to apply. However, please note that successful OGS International 
recipients who are residing outside of Canada due to COVID-19 will be required to show either 
proof of existing study permit or in-progress study permit application before funds will be 
released to them.  

As an international graduate student, what awards am I eligible for and what is the most 
suitable approach to successfully apply for them?  

• As an International student, you are eligible to apply for either the OGS International 
competition or Vanier. You can find more information on our OGS/QEII-GSST and Vanier 
websites.  

Can I apply to OGS if fall is my first term and my program is a coursed-base with one-year 
duration? How would this affect my request for transcripts and my application process? 
Please explain. 

• If you are an international student who is currently enrolled in a graduate program as of Fall 
2020, you are eligible to apply for OGS as part of the international competition even as a course-
based student. The process to apply and to request transcripts is the same even if you are 
course-based. For further information, please visit our website.  
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Would I need to have my study permit as a requisite to apply for OGS? As an incoming 
international student starting this fall I am still waiting for IRCC second stage approval.  

• Yes, you are still eligible to apply. However, please note that successful OGS International 
recipients who are residing outside of Canada due to COVID-19 will be required to show either 
proof of existing study permit or in-progress study permit application before funds will be 
released to them.  

How many positions for international students applying to OGS are you considering this 
year?  

• The number of domestic and international OGS and QEII-GSST awards for 2021-2022 will be 
announced when institutional allocations are received from the Ministry of Training, Colleges 
and Universities (MTCU). Waterloo's allocation for international students last year was 5 
awards.  

Will a new international student starting from fall 2020 who has publications and 
research work that are done in his/her undergraduate university be considered for CGS-
M and OGS? i.e., must the research proposal and referees that are used to apply for the 
scholarship be from UW?  

• International students are not eligible to apply for CGS M. However, for OGS, selecting referees 
from previous institutions is acceptable. If you were already here for a while and working with 
faculty members, then it would be recommended that one of your referees be your current 
supervisor. It is important that your selected referees can speak to the criteria under which you 
will be evaluated.  

What if I am an international student, in a course-based graduate program, where the 
specifications of the research are still unclear?  

• The only scholarship that international students in a course-based program can apply for is OGS. 
If you are not sure what it is you will be researching, you will need to pick a topic that interests 
you that would have impact and write about it. Your department graduate officer/associate 
chair should be able to assist you as well.  

Can an international mfa (studio arts) student, who has deferred their study for the next 
year, apply for the applications open to international master students? if yes, what 
happens to the transcript requirement? Is it the one from the undergraduate program in 
home country? 

• In order to apply for the OGS international competition, you must be registered in a graduate 
program in the fall term. If you will not be registered until 2021, you can apply next fall.   
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